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Fans used to be seen as an overly obsessed fraction of the audience. In the last
few decades, shifts in media technology and production have instead made
fandom a central mode of consumption. A range of ideas has emerged to explore
different facets of this growing phenomenon. With a foreword by Matt Hills,
Understanding Fandom introduces the whole field of fan research by looking at
the history of debate, key paradigms and methodological issues. The book
discusses insights from scholars working with fans of different texts, genres and
media forms, including television and popular music. Mark Duffett shows that
fan research is an emergent interdisciplinary field with its own key thinkers: a
tradition that is distinct from both textual analysis and reception studies. Drawing
on a range of debates from media studies, cultural studies and psychology,
Duffett argues that fandom is a particular kind of engagement with the power
relations of media culture.
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emerged to explore different facets of this growing phenomenon. With a foreword by Matt Hills,
Understanding Fandom introduces the whole field of fan research by looking at the history of debate, key
paradigms and methodological issues. The book discusses insights from scholars working with fans of
different texts, genres and media forms, including television and popular music. Mark Duffett shows that fan
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Editorial Review

Review
[Duffett's] strategy is primarily educative: to usefully and clearly explain the methods, discourses and
debates that emerge from thinking about a body of work on fandom ... The book [has] immense value as an
introduction to media fandom. Duffett's authoritative voice and theoretical acumen are much needed as fan
studies becomes a pressing subject for more than a few graduate researchers. -- Daniel Cavicchi Popular
Music, Vol. 34.2 A well-researched, clearly organized, and forcefully argued revisionist treatise. [Duffett]
has crafted an innovative, positive study on media fan culture that challenges the previous negative
interpretations of Theodor Adorno and many other 20th-century writers. Duffett's arguments are both
convincing and ground-breaking ... a massive stride forward in recognizing the flexibility, imagination,
multi-generational make-up, and synergy among media fans. -- B. Lee Cooper, Newman University Popular
Music and Society In a world in which digital media are near ubiquitous, facilitating unprecedented access to
and participation in mediated content, the affective preferences and attachments by which fans choose to
engage with certain content over others out of the digital plethora of texts become central to understanding
contemporary life and culture. Understanding Fandom offers an impressive overview of unparalleled scope
in examining the many traditions, concepts and methodologies in the study of fans. It is an indispensable text
for students and scholars alike. -- Cornel Sandvoss, Senior Lecturer, Department of Sociology, University of
Surrey, UK An accessible overview that defines, organizes and develops fan studies as an area of inquiry.
Mark Duffett is inclusive in his assessments and insightful in his suggestions. He offers a valuable
compendium of what fandom can tell us about how we make--and are made by--our connections to popular
culture. -- Joli Jensen, Hazel Rogers Professor of Communication, University of Tulsa, US

About the Author

Dr Mark Duffett is Senior Lecturer in Media and Cultural Studies at the University of Chester, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Understanding Fandom: An Introduction to the Study of Media Fan
Culture.

Lois Yale:

Here thing why this particular Understanding Fandom: An Introduction to the Study of Media Fan Culture



are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Understanding Fandom: An Introduction to
the Study of Media Fan Culture giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Understanding Fandom: An Introduction to the
Study of Media Fan Culture. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Understanding Fandom: An Introduction to the Study of Media Fan
Culture in e-book can be your choice.

Robert Stewart:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Understanding Fandom: An Introduction
to the Study of Media Fan Culture as your daily resource information.

Theodore Mullis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Understanding Fandom: An
Introduction to the Study of Media Fan Culture e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
doubt Understanding Fandom: An Introduction to the Study of Media Fan Culture as good book not only by
the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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