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Martin Ferguson Smith's work on Lucretiusis both well known and highly
regarded. However, his 1969 translation of De Rerum Natura--long out of print--
isvirtually unknown. Readers will share our excitement in the discovery of this
accurate and fluent prose rendering. For this edition, Professor Smith provides a
revised translation, new Introduction, headnotes and bibliography.
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Editorial Review

Review

Martin Ferguson Smith has for many years been one of the leading Lucretian scholarsin theworld. . . . We
should expect from the beginning then that we are in the hands of awise and learned guide as soon as we
open his Lucretius, and this expectation is certainly borne out by the quality of this sensitive and thoughtful
edition. . .. TheIntroduction . . . is excellent. Smith outlines in a highly accessible manner what little is
known of Lucretius life and times, the poem's position and status in the Epic and Didactic tradition, and the
philosophy of Epicurus that Lucretius puts forward, but also manages to include some of the most up to date
research, including recent scholarship on the Herculaneum papyri. . . . But of course, the trandation isthe
most important part of thework . . . [and] it is streets ahead of the competition. . . . | can recommend this
book unreservedly. --Gordon Campbell, Hermathena

The trandation is accurate, clear, readable, and vigorous. The introduction is excellent. It provides the basic
information to the non-specialist reader without overburdening him or her with excessive details. The
background on what is known of Lucretius' life, contemporary events, and Epicureanismis all very helpful.
Smith has incorporated the most recent research, including the new discoveries of Epicurean materials from
Herculaneum. --Charles Segal, Harvard University

For anyone concerned to understand the Epicurean philosophical tradition from the inside, the republication,
in an updated version, of Martin Ferguson Smith's little-known tranglation of Lucretiusis welcome news.
Meticulous, judicious and reader-friendly in equal measure, it embodies the fruits of alifetime's study of
Lucretius' poetic masterpiece. --David Sedley, Christ's College, University of Cambridge

Language Notes
Text: English (trandation)
Origina Language: Latin

About the Author

Martin Ferguson Smith is Prof. of Classics Emeritus, Univ. of Durham, United Kingdom. Among his
scholarly achievements are his revisions of the Rouse trandation of De Rerum Natura for the Loeb Classical
Library.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Tammy Pursell:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
WEell, probably you should have this On the Nature of Things.

Gloria Pruitt:

The book with title On the Nature of Thingsincludes alot of information that you can find out it. Y ou can
get alot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the syndication. Y ou can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Tony Partee:

On the Nature of Things can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing On the Nature of Things but doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucia pondering.

John Hayes:

Isit a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This On the Nature of Things can be the
solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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