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Revised and updated edition that analyses how the Office of National Drug
Control Policy employs statistics to misleadingly claim the War on Drugs is a
success.

First published in 2007, Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics critically
analyzed claims made by the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP),
the White House agency of accountability in the nation’s drug war since 1989, as
found in the six editions of the annual National Drug Control Strategy between
2000 and 2005. In this revised and updated second edition of their critically
acclaimed work, Matthew B. Robinson and Renee G. Scherlen examine seven
more recent editions (2006–2012) to once again determine if ONDCP accurately
and honestly presents information or intentionally distorts evidence to justify
continuing the drug war. They uncover the many ways in which ONDCP
manipulates statistics and visually presents that information to the public. Their
analysis demonstrates a drug war that consistently fails to reduce drug use, drug
fatalities, or illnesses associated with drug use; fails to provide treatment for
drug-dependent users; and drives up the prices of drugs. They conclude with
policy recommendations for reforming ONDCP’s use of statistics, as well as how
the nation fights the war on drugs.

Praise for the First Edition

“Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics is surprisingly easy to read, and
Robinson and Scherlen have done a huge favor not only to critics of current drug
policy by compiling this damning critique of ONDCP claims, but also to anyone
interested in how data is compiled, presented, and misused by bureaucrats
attempting to guard their domains. It should be required reading for members of
Congress.” — Drug War Chronicle Book Review
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“The authors have performed a valuable service to our democracy with their
meticulous analysis of the White House ONDCP public statements and reports.
They have pulled the sheet off what appears to be an official policy of deception
using clever and sometimes clumsy attempts at statistical manipulation. This
document, at last, gives us a map of the truth.” — Mike Gray, author of Drug
Crazy: How We Got into This Mess and How We Can Get Out

“Robinson and Scherlen make a valuable contribution to documenting how
ONDCP fails to live up to basic standards of accountability and consistency.” —
Ethan Nadelmann, Executive Director, Drug Policy Alliance
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drug war since 1989, as found in the six editions of the annual National Drug Control Strategy between 2000
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Praise for the First Edition

“Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics is surprisingly easy to read, and Robinson and Scherlen have
done a huge favor not only to critics of current drug policy by compiling this damning critique of ONDCP
claims, but also to anyone interested in how data is compiled, presented, and misused by bureaucrats
attempting to guard their domains. It should be required reading for members of Congress.” — Drug War
Chronicle Book Review

“The authors have performed a valuable service to our democracy with their meticulous analysis of the
White House ONDCP public statements and reports. They have pulled the sheet off what appears to be an
official policy of deception using clever and sometimes clumsy attempts at statistical manipulation. This
document, at last, gives us a map of the truth.” — Mike Gray, author of Drug Crazy: How We Got into This
Mess and How We Can Get Out

“Robinson and Scherlen make a valuable contribution to documenting how ONDCP fails to live up to basic
standards of accountability and consistency.” — Ethan Nadelmann, Executive Director, Drug Policy
Alliance
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for the First Edition

"Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics" is surprisingly easy to read, and Robinson and Scherlen have
done a huge favor not only to critics of current drug policy by compiling this damning critique of ONDCP
claims, but also to anyone interested in how data is compiled, presented, and misused by bureaucrats
attempting to guard their domains. It should be required reading for members of Congress. "Drug War
Chronicle Book Review"

The authors have performed a valuable service to our democracy with their meticulous analysis of the White
House ONDCP public statements and reports. They have pulled the sheet off what appears to be an official
policy of deception using clever and sometimes clumsy attempts at statistical manipulation. This document,
at last, gives us a map of the truth. Mike Gray, author of "Drug Crazy: How We Got into This Mess and How
We Can Get Out"

Robinson and Scherlen make a valuable contribution to documenting how ONDCP fails to live up to basic
standards of accountability and consistency. Ethan Nadelmann, Executive Director, Drug Policy Alliance"

Praise for the First Edition
"Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics" is surprisingly easy to read, and Robinson and Scherlen have
done a huge favor not only to critics of current drug policy by compiling this damning critique of ONDCP
claims, but also to anyone interested in how data is compiled, presented, and misused by bureaucrats
attempting to guard their domains. It should be required reading for members of Congress. "Drug War
Chronicle Book Review"
The authors have performed a valuable service to our democracy with their meticulous analysis of the White
House ONDCP public statements and reports. They have pulled the sheet off what appears to be an official
policy of deception using clever and sometimes clumsy attempts at statistical manipulation. This document,
at last, gives us a map of the truth. Mike Gray, author of "Drug Crazy: How We Got into This Mess and How
We Can Get Out"
Robinson and Scherlen make a valuable contribution to documenting how ONDCP fails to live up to basic
standards of accountability and consistency. Ethan Nadelmann, Executive Director, Drug Policy Alliance"

This second edition of the book will continue to shape the growing debate about issues such as fair drug
sentencing and the decriminalization of marijuana. CHOICE
Praise for the First Edition
Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics is surprisingly easy to read, and Robinson and Scherlen have
done a huge favor not only to critics of current drug policy by compiling this damning critique of ONDCP
claims, but also to anyone interested in how data is compiled, presented, and misused by bureaucrats
attempting to guard their domains. It should be required reading for members of Congress. Drug War
Chronicle Book Review
The authors have performed a valuable service to our democracy with their meticulous analysis of the White
House ONDCP public statements and reports. They have pulled the sheet off what appears to be an official
policy of deception using clever and sometimes clumsy attempts at statistical manipulation. This document,



at last, gives us a map of the truth. Mike Gray, author of Drug Crazy: How We Got into This Mess and How
We Can Get Out
Robinson and Scherlen make a valuable contribution to documenting how ONDCP fails to live up to basic
standards of accountability and consistency. Ethan Nadelmann, Executive Director, Drug Policy Alliance"

"This second edition of the book will continue to shape the growing debate about issues such as fair drug
sentencing and the decriminalization of marijuana." -- CHOICE
Praise for the First Edition
"Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics is surprisingly easy to read, and Robinson and Scherlen have
done a huge favor not only to critics of current drug policy by compiling this damning critique of ONDCP
claims, but also to anyone interested in how data is compiled, presented, and misused by bureaucrats
attempting to guard their domains. It should be required reading for members of Congress." -- Drug War
Chronicle Book Review
"The authors have performed a valuable service to our democracy with their meticulous analysis of the
White House ONDCP public statements and reports. They have pulled the sheet off what appears to be an
official policy of deception using clever and sometimes clumsy attempts at statistical manipulation. This
document, at last, gives us a map of the truth." -- Mike Gray, author of Drug Crazy: How We Got into This
Mess and How We Can Get Out
"Robinson and Scherlen make a valuable contribution to documenting how ONDCP fails to live up to basic
standards of accountability and consistency." -- Ethan Nadelmann, Executive Director, Drug Policy Alliance

From the Back Cover
This book critically analyzes claims made by the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), the
White House agency of accountability in the nation's drug war. Specifically, the book examines six editions
of the annual National Drug Control Strategy between 2000 and 2005 to determine if ONDCP accurately and
honestly presents information or intentionally distorts evidence to justify continuing the war on drugs.

Matthew B. Robinson and Renee G. Scherlen uncover the many ways in which ONDCP manipulates
statistics and visually presents that information to the public. Their analysis demonstrates a drug war that
consistently fails to reduce drug use, drug fatalities or illnesses associated with drug use; fails to provide
treatment for drug dependent users; and drives up the prices of drugs. They conclude with policy
recommendations for reforming ONDCP's use of statistics, as well as how the nation fights the war on drugs.

"The authors have performed a valuable service to our democracy with their meticulous analysis of the
White House ONDCP public statements and reports. They have pulled the sheet off what appears to be an
official policy of deception using clever and sometimes clumsy attempts at statistical manipulation. This
document, at last, gives us a map of the truth." -- Mike Gray, author of Drug Crazy: How We Got into This
Mess and How We Can Get Out
"Robinson and Scherlen make a valuable contribution to documenting how ONDCP fails to live up to basic
standards of accountability and consistency." -- Ethan Nadelmann, Executive Director, Drug Policy Alliance

About the Author
At Appalachian State University, Matthew B. Robinson is Professor of Criminal Justice and Criminology
and Renee G. Scherlen is Professor of Political Science. Robinson is the author of several books, including
Media Coverage of Crime and Criminal Justice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Patricia Spear:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Lies, Damned
Lies, and Drug War Statistics, Second Edition: A Critical Analysis of Claims Made by the Office of National
Drug Control Policy? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Shay Price:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics,
Second Edition: A Critical Analysis of Claims Made by the Office of National Drug Control Policy as your
daily resource information.

Priscilla Garcia:

This Lies, Damned Lies, and Drug War Statistics, Second Edition: A Critical Analysis of Claims Made by
the Office of National Drug Control Policy is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Lies, Damned Lies, and
Drug War Statistics, Second Edition: A Critical Analysis of Claims Made by the Office of National Drug
Control Policy in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Silvia Doucet:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best book
for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book Lies, Damned
Lies, and Drug War Statistics, Second Edition: A Critical Analysis of Claims Made by the Office of National
Drug Control Policy. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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