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The Renaissance movement known as humanism eventually spread from Italy
through all of western Europe, transforming early modern culture in ways that
are still being felt and debated. Central to these debates—and to this book—is the
question of whether (and how) the humanist movement contributed to the
secularization of Western cultural traditions at the end of the Middle Ages. A
preeminent scholar of Italian humanism, Riccardo Fubini approaches this
question in a new way—by redefining the problem of secularization more
carefully to show how humanists can at once be secularizers and religious
thinkers. The result is a provocative vision of the humanist movement.
Humanism and Secularization offers a nuanced account of humanists contesting
medieval ideas about authority not in order to reject Christianity or even
orthodoxy, but to claim for themselves the right to define what it meant to be a
Christian. Fubini analyzes key texts by major humanists—isuch as Petrarch,
Poggio, and Valla—from the first century of the movement. As he subtly works
out these authors’ views on religion and the Church from both biographical and
textual information, Fubini reveals in detail the new historical consciousness that
animated the humanists in their reading of classical and patristic texts. His book
as a whole shows convincingly just how radical the humanism of the first half of
the fifteenth century was and how sharply it challenged well-entrenched ideas
and institutions. Appearing here in English for the first time, his work provides a
model set of readings of humanist texts and a critical perspective on Italian
humanism that will alter and enrich discussion and understanding of the nature of
the humanist movement.
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The Renaissance movement known as humanism eventually spread from Italy through all of western Europe,
transforming early modern culture in ways that are still being felt and debated. Central to these debates—and
to this book—is the question of whether (and how) the humanist movement contributed to the secularization
of Western cultural traditions at the end of the Middle Ages. A preeminent scholar of Italian humanism,
Riccardo Fubini approaches this question in a new way—by redefining the problem of secularization more
carefully to show how humanists can at once be secularizers and religious thinkers. The result is a
provocative vision of the humanist movement.
Humanism and Secularization offers a nuanced account of humanists contesting medieval ideas about
authority not in order to reject Christianity or even orthodoxy, but to claim for themselves the right to define
what it meant to be a Christian. Fubini analyzes key texts by major humanists—isuch as Petrarch, Poggio,
and Valla—from the first century of the movement. As he subtly works out these authors’ views on religion
and the Church from both biographical and textual information, Fubini reveals in detail the new historical
consciousness that animated the humanists in their reading of classical and patristic texts. His book as a
whole shows convincingly just how radical the humanism of the first half of the fifteenth century was and
how sharply it challenged well-entrenched ideas and institutions. Appearing here in English for the first time,
his work provides a model set of readings of humanist texts and a critical perspective on Italian humanism
that will alter and enrich discussion and understanding of the nature of the humanist movement.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A splendid collection. Fubini’s studies offer a powerful and coherent account of Italian humanism from
Petrarch to Valla. They make a strong case for the seriousness of humanism as an intellectual movement,
rather than a simply literary or pedagogical one. They thus do us the important service of making our image
of humanism at once more complex and more responsive to primary sources. . . . Fubini lays the basis for a
whole new approach to humanist texts.”—Anthony Grafton, Princeton University

“Fubini is a major figure in the study of Italian humanism today. In this collection he addresses what has
always been since Burckhardt a central issue in the interpretation of humanism, namely, to what extent and
in what ways is the humanist movement responsible for secularizing Western cultural traditions at the end of
the Middle Ages. His is an important voice urging us to see the full range and complexity of humanist
attitudes to religion and helping us to situate the humanists more precisely vis a vis the Protestant Reformers
and the Deists and philosophes of the Enlightenment.”—James Hankins, Harvard University

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Italian

From the Publisher
"Fubini is a major figure in the study of Italian humanism today. In this collection he addresses what has
always been since Burckhardt a central issue in the interpretation of humanism, namely, to what extent and
in what ways is the humanist movement responsible for secularizing Western cultural traditions at the end of
the Middle Ages. His is an important voice urging us to see the full range and complexity of humanist
attitudes to religion, and helping us to situate the humanists more precisely vis a vis the Protestant Reformers
and the Deists and philosophes of the Enlightenment."—James Hankins, Harvard University

"A splendid collection. Fubini’s studies offer a powerful and coherent account of Italian humanism from
Petrarch to Valla. They make a strong case for the seriousness of humanism as an intellectual movement,
rather than a simply literary or pedagogical one. They thus do us the important service of making our image
of humanism at once more complex and more responsive to primary sources. . . . Fubini lays the basis for a
whole new approach to humanist texts."—Anthony Grafton, Princeton University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Hager:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Humanism and Secularization: From Petrarch to
Valla (Duke Monographs in Medieval and Renaissance Studies). Try to face the book Humanism and
Secularization: From Petrarch to Valla (Duke Monographs in Medieval and Renaissance Studies) as your



friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Darcie Hartman:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Humanism and
Secularization: From Petrarch to Valla (Duke Monographs in Medieval and Renaissance Studies) book as
starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Roy Hanson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
your account is Humanism and Secularization: From Petrarch to Valla (Duke Monographs in Medieval and
Renaissance Studies) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Florence Ross:

This Humanism and Secularization: From Petrarch to Valla (Duke Monographs in Medieval and Renaissance
Studies) is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having
little digest in reading this Humanism and Secularization: From Petrarch to Valla (Duke Monographs in
Medieval and Renaissance Studies) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable
by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life as well as knowledge.
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