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This book explores the concept of 'cognitive injustice’: the failure to recognise
the different ways of knowing by which people across the globe run their lives
and provide meaning to their existence. Boaventura de Sousa Santos shows why
global social justiceis not possible without global cognitive justice. Santos
argues that Western domination has profoundly marginalised knowledge and
wisdom that had been in existence in the global South. She contends that today it
isimperative to recover and valorize the epistemological diversity of the world.
Epistemol ogies of the South outlines a new kind of bottom-up cosmopolitanism,
in which conviviality, solidarity and life triumph against the logic of market-
ridden greed and individualism.
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This book explores the concept of '‘cognitive injustice’: the failure to recognise the different ways of knowing
by which people across the globe run their lives and provide meaning to their existence. Boaventura de
Sousa Santos shows why global social justice is not possible without global cognitive justice. Santos argues
that Western domination has profoundly marginalised knowledge and wisdom that had been in existence in
the global South. She contends that today it isimperative to recover and valorize the epistemological
diversity of the world. Epistemol ogies of the South outlines a new kind of bottom-up cosmopolitanism, in
which conviviality, solidarity and life triumph against the logic of market-ridden greed and individualism.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Empistemologies of the South is an ambitious book on an important topic.”
?American Journal of Sociology

"The author's solidarity with the emancipatory movements and his acceptance of the urgency of their
struggle for justice are apparent throughout the book. At the same time, the book is carefully researched,
thoroughly argued, critically alert, erudite, original, and challenging. It contains detailed inter-connected
arguments. . .that defy brief summary, defending avariety of provocative claimsthat deal with political,
economic, social, social scientific, and historical, as well as scientific matters. . .Nevertheless, whether or not
the conclusions of Epistemologies of the South are endorsed, | hope that it contributes to making central in
the agenda of the philosophy of science questions about the role that science might play in fostering ? or
undermining ? cognitive and social justice, and under what interpretation it should do so."

?Metascience

"A blockbuster work, disconcerting and judicious. Santos calls upon us to unthink all our most entrenched
biases. He wants us to see the world from the bottom up, to view the 'universal’ from the South rather than
from the North. He thereby outlines a truly different possible future to construct.”

2lmmanuel Wallerstein, Yae University

“Epistemologies of the South is abrilliant testimony about today's tensions within our inter- and trans-
cultural spaces.”
Nadentin Y. Mudimbe, Newman Ivey White Professor of Literature, Duke University

“To what extent isthe Global North still a West? And to what extent is the old West still just a North? These
are not only geopolitical issues, but epistemological questions, whose resolution at the level of practices,
disciplines, experiences, and affects, will shape a new Humankind in a new Environment. An original and
timely critigue. The combination of Santos' many fields of inquiry isimpressive. ”

?Etienne Balibar, author of Equaliberty

“Thisisthe World Social Forum transposed to a World Forum of Knowledges, argued with radical
democratic passion and with an immense erudition in philosophy, science, art, and politics.”

?G0oran Therborn, University of Cambridge. Author of The World: A Beginner’s Guide (2011) and of The
Killing Fields of Inequality (2013).

"One of the most original world social thinkers of our time, Santos finds the Latin American region a great
intellectual challenge, as he considers, according to José Marti, that this is the Nuestra América century,
where we can find the greater "emancipatory counterhegemonic potential ."

?Raguel Sosa Elizaga, sociologist, historian, activist.

About the Author

Boaventura de Sousa Santos is Professor of Sociology at the University of Coimbra (Portugal) and
Distinguished Legal Scholar at the University of Wisconsin Madison. He is director of the Center for Social
Studies at the University of Coimbra and has written and published widely on the issues of globalization,



sociology of law and the state, epistemology, social movements, and the World Social Forum. He has been
awarded several prizes, most recently the Science and Technology Prize of Mexico, 2010, and the Kalven Jr.
Prize of the Law and Society Association, 2011. Among his many books in English are The Rise of the
Global Left: The World Social Forum and Beyond (Zed Books 2006) and Law and Globalization from
Below: Towards a Cosmopolitan Legality (co-editor; Cambridge University Press 2005).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Graham Ayala:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Epistemologies of the South: Justice Against
Epistemicide. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book Epistemologies of the South: Justice Against Epistemicide. Y ou can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open abook as well as searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel fed up to go to thelibrary. Let's go
through.

Edward Stevenson:

The reserve with title Epistemol ogies of the South: Justice Against Epistemicide includes alot of information
that you can find out it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Annie Fowler:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Epistemologies of the South: Justice
Against Epistemicide, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to missit?
What kind of hang typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Oliver Whitley:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Epistemologies of the South: Justice Against Epistemicide wasfilled



concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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