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Donkey-donkey has a problem. Despite his many friends and his good master, he
is sad because his ears are so long and ridiculous. If only Donkey-donkey could
have short sensible ears like his friend Pat the horse, he would be content. So he
seeks the advice of his fellow farm animals who suggest he wear his ears
differently, more like theirs: floppy like the dog’s, to the side like the sheep’s, to
the front like the pig’s. But each unnatural arrangement leads to increasing insult
and injury. Finally a little girl passing by remarks on the beauty of the pretty little
donkey’s ears! 

At last Donkey-donkey is happy. A classic tale of vanity and folly, and learning
to accept oneself—protrudent ears, redundant name, and all.
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Donkey-donkey has a problem. Despite his many friends and his good master, he is sad because his ears are
so long and ridiculous. If only Donkey-donkey could have short sensible ears like his friend Pat the horse, he
would be content. So he seeks the advice of his fellow farm animals who suggest he wear his ears differently,
more like theirs: floppy like the dog’s, to the side like the sheep’s, to the front like the pig’s. But each
unnatural arrangement leads to increasing insult and injury. Finally a little girl passing by remarks on the
beauty of the pretty little donkey’s ears! 

At last Donkey-donkey is happy. A classic tale of vanity and folly, and learning to accept
oneself—protrudent ears, redundant name, and all.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Cheerful farm-set illustrations with fine black lines and washes of color add humor to Donkey-donkey's
plight. Duvoisin's 'be yourself' message is as relevant today as it was in the eighty-three years since the
book's original publication." —Elissa Gershowitz, The Horn Book Magazine

“You will want to find a copy of this one. It’s funny…a delight.” —Julie Danielson, Kirkus

“The message of this story is that it’s best to be oneself, and Caldecott Medal–winning Duvoisin delivers it
with compassion and humor, without being sentimental. He knows how to pace a story, give rhythm to the
language, and create inviting, bold illustrations.”—Isabel Baker and Miriam Baker Schiffer, Young Children

“[A] delightful book: the pictures...make the point vividly clear even to a very small child.”—New Statesman

About the Author
Roger Duvoisin (1900–1980) was born to a French Swiss family in Geneva. He graduated from the École
des Arts et Métiers and the École des Beaux-Arts in Geneva and early in his career worked as a mural and
stage-set painter before settling on textile design. In the late 1920s, he immigrated to the United States,
where he soon began writing and illustrating children’s books. The author of more than forty of his own
books, Duvoisin also collaborated with many writers, including his wife, Louise Fatio Duvoisin, and Alvin
Tresselt, with whom he won a Caldecott Award for White Snow, Bright Snow in 1948 and the Caldecott
Honor Award for Hide and Seek Fog in 1966. Today he is best known for Petunia, the story of a not-so-silly
silly goose.

The New York Review Children’s Collection will publish Duvoisin’s The House of Four Seasons and The
Frog in the Well in the coming seasons.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

The book Donkey-donkey can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Donkey-donkey? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Donkey-donkey has simple shape however
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Grady Long:

Typically the book Donkey-donkey has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of



write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

James McDonald:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. Donkey-donkey can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short
spare time problems.

George Medrano:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is actually Donkey-donkey. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes
can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you
can get many advantages.
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