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In this spellbinding novel, written in Albania and smuggled into France a few
pages at a time in the 1980s, Ismail Kadare denounces with rare force the
machinery of a dictatorial regime, drawing us back to the ancient roots of tyranny
in Western Civilization. During the waning years of Communism, a young
worker for the Albanian state-controlled media agency narrates the story of his
ill-fated love for the daughter of a high-ranking official. When he witness the
ghostly image of Agamemnon-the Ancient Greek king who sacrificed his own
daughter for reasons of State-on the reviewing stand during a May Day
celebration, he begins to suspect the full catastrophe of his devotion. Also
included are "The Blinding Order," a parable of the Ottoman Empire about the
uses of terror in authoritarian regimes, and "The Great Wall," a chilling duet
between a Chinese official and a soldier in the invading army of the Tamerlane.
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In this spellbinding novel, written in Albania and smuggled into France a few pages at a time in the 1980s,
Ismail Kadare denounces with rare force the machinery of a dictatorial regime, drawing us back to the
ancient roots of tyranny in Western Civilization. During the waning years of Communism, a young worker
for the Albanian state-controlled media agency narrates the story of his ill-fated love for the daughter of a
high-ranking official. When he witness the ghostly image of Agamemnon-the Ancient Greek king who
sacrificed his own daughter for reasons of State-on the reviewing stand during a May Day celebration, he
begins to suspect the full catastrophe of his devotion. Also included are "The Blinding Order," a parable of
the Ottoman Empire about the uses of terror in authoritarian regimes, and "The Great Wall," a chilling duet
between a Chinese official and a soldier in the invading army of the Tamerlane.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Kadare won the Man Booker International Prize last year for his searing documentation, in numerous works,
of Albanian history and politics, particularly life under Communism (The General of the Dead Army, etc.).
This miscellany contains the title novella, finished in 1985 and published here in English for the first time,
and two stories. The novella, a companion to Kadare's The Successor, follows one day in the life of a young,
unnamed journalist about to attend a celebratory May Day parade (under Communism, a highly charged
political function). His "half-girl, half-woman" lover, Suzana, whose father's political star is one the rise, has
just left the journalist in a sort of political sacrifice (the journalist is "practically engaged to someone else"
and it looks bad). Through a wry and compelling set of ruminations on the grandstand, the journalist finds
that a government that would deny young love denies humanity, and seeks the isolation of every
citizen—which in turn pits neighbor against neighbor in a fever of paranoid denunciation. That simple but
powerful insight also lies behind the two shorter, more allegorical works in the collection, "The Blinding
Order" and "The Great Wall," which were completed in 1984 and 1993 respectively. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
The three tales collected here realize the theme of fear as an instrument of power with consummate art. In the
novella "Agamemnon's Daughter," a man takes the anxiety of his lover breaking off with him to the
Communist May Day celebration. As he walks to the parade ground, he tries to fathom what his inexplicably
good grandstand-seat ticket portends for him and, indeed, for everyone at his government workplace. The
fate of Iphigenia, sacrificed by her father so that the Greeks could reach Troy, nags him. Does it pertain to
the loss of his lover, daughter of a party bigwig? "The Blinding Order," set in the nineteenth-century
Ottoman Empire, relates the kind of trickle-down effect the Agamemnon's Daughter protagonist fears for his
department from the perspective of a young woman whose fiance is appointed a judge responsible for
enforcing the sultan's new measures against the evil eye. "The Great Wall" alternates the perspectives of a
Chinese construction inspector and a nomad scout on either side of China's famous bulwark as Tamerlane's
forces approach. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
Kadare brilliantly recreates the atmosphere of shadowy fear, rumours and recrimination in Albania ... a
mesmerically readable parable about the abuse of state power * Observer * Suffused with the power of
thought and feeling ... Above all, Kadare creates a haunting sense of the absurd * Sunday Times * Dream
and reality melt together, as in Kafka, making it difficult to identify where the nightmares really begin *
Times *

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

The book Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novella and Stories make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novella
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and Stories to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open
and read a guide Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novella and Stories. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Roger Lee:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novella and
Stories as the daily resource information.

Harry Blalock:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novella and Stories, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Jennifer Fountain:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novella and Stories why because the excellent
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.
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