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Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, and now a documentary from Ken Burns on PBS,
The Emperor of All Maladies is a magnificent, profoundly humane “biography”
of cancer—from its first documented appearances thousands of years ago through
the epic battles in the twentieth century to cure, control, and conquer it to a
radical new understanding of its essence.

Physician, researcher, and award-winning science writer, Siddhartha Mukherjee
examines cancer with a cellular biologist’s precision, a historian’s perspective,
and a biographer’s passion. The result is an astonishingly lucid and eloquent
chronicle of a disease humans have lived with—and perished from—for more
than five thousand years.

The story of cancer is a story of human ingenuity, resilience, and perseverance,
but also of hubris, paternalism, and misperception. Mukherjee recounts centuries
of discoveries, setbacks, victories, and deaths, told through the eyes of his
predecessors and peers, training their wits against an infinitely resourceful
adversary that, just three decades ago, was thought to be easily vanquished in an
all-out “war against cancer.” The book reads like a literary thriller with cancer as
the protagonist.

From the Persian Queen Atossa, whose Greek slave may have cut off her
diseased breast, to the nineteenth-century recipients of primitive radiation and
chemotherapy to Mukherjee’s own leukemia patient, Carla, The Emperor of All
Maladies is about the people who have soldiered through fiercely demanding
regimens in order to survive—and to increase our understanding of this iconic
disease.

Riveting, urgent, and surprising, The Emperor of All Maladies provides a
fascinating glimpse into the future of cancer treatments. It is an illuminating book
that provides hope and clarity to those seeking to demystify cancer.
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Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, and now a documentary from Ken Burns on PBS, The Emperor of All Maladies
is a magnificent, profoundly humane “biography” of cancer—from its first documented appearances
thousands of years ago through the epic battles in the twentieth century to cure, control, and conquer it to a
radical new understanding of its essence.

Physician, researcher, and award-winning science writer, Siddhartha Mukherjee examines cancer with a
cellular biologist’s precision, a historian’s perspective, and a biographer’s passion. The result is an
astonishingly lucid and eloquent chronicle of a disease humans have lived with—and perished from—for
more than five thousand years.

The story of cancer is a story of human ingenuity, resilience, and perseverance, but also of hubris,
paternalism, and misperception. Mukherjee recounts centuries of discoveries, setbacks, victories, and deaths,
told through the eyes of his predecessors and peers, training their wits against an infinitely resourceful
adversary that, just three decades ago, was thought to be easily vanquished in an all-out “war against
cancer.” The book reads like a literary thriller with cancer as the protagonist.

From the Persian Queen Atossa, whose Greek slave may have cut off her diseased breast, to the nineteenth-
century recipients of primitive radiation and chemotherapy to Mukherjee’s own leukemia patient, Carla, The
Emperor of All Maladies is about the people who have soldiered through fiercely demanding regimens in
order to survive—and to increase our understanding of this iconic disease.

Riveting, urgent, and surprising, The Emperor of All Maladies provides a fascinating glimpse into the future
of cancer treatments. It is an illuminating book that provides hope and clarity to those seeking to demystify
cancer.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Amazon Best Books of the Month, November 2010: "In 2010, about six hundred thousand Americans, and
more than 7 million humans around the world, will die of cancer." With this sobering statistic, physician and
researcher Siddhartha Mukherjee begins his comprehensive and eloquent "biography" of one of the most
virulent diseases of our time. An exhaustive account of cancer's origins, The Emperor of All Maladies
illustrates how modern treatments--multi-pronged chemotherapy, radiation, and surgery, as well as
preventative care--came into existence thanks to a century's worth of research, trials, and small, essential
breakthroughs around the globe. While The Emperor of All Maladies is rich with the science and history
behind the fight against cancer, it is also a meditation on illness, medical ethics, and the complex,
intertwining lives of doctors and patients. Mukherjee's profound compassion--for cancer patients, their
families, as well as the oncologists who, all too often, can offer little hope--makes this book a very human
history of an elusive and complicated disease. --Lynette Mong

From Publishers Weekly
Mukherjee's magisterial history of cancer research is poorly served by Stephen Hoye's impersonal, tone-deaf
narration. Mukherjee is a practicing oncologist, and his is a deeply personal account, replete with stories of
his own patients and practice, that begs for an intimate reading. But Hoye is pedantic, dry, stentorian-
everything that this book isn't-and his newscaster's delivery cannot convey the author's compassion for his
patients or the suspense and thrill of scientific discovery that the book so brilliantly describes. A Scribner
hardcover. (Nov.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Apparently researching, treating, and teaching about cancer isn’t enough of a challenge for
Columbia University cancer specialist Mukherjee. He was also moved to write a biography of a disease
whose name, for millennia, could not be uttered. The eminently readable result is a weighty tale of an enigma
that has remained outside the grasp of both the people who endeavored to know it and those who would
prefer never to have become acquainted with it. An unauthorized biography told through the voices of people
who have lived, toiled, and, yes, died under cancer’s inexorable watch. Mukherjee recounts cancer’s first
known literary reference—hence its birth, so to speak—in the teachings of the Egyptian physician Imhotep
in the twenty-fifth century BCE, in which it is clear that Imhotep possessed no tools with which to treat what
appears to be breast cancer. His cryptic note under “Therapy:” “There is none.” Throughout cancer’s
subsequent years, many more physicians and scientists with names both familiar and obscure attempted and
occasionally succeeded in deciphering or unlocking keys to many of the disease’s mysteries. Alas, this is not
a posthumous biography, but it is nonetheless a surprisingly accessible and encouraging narrative. --Donna
Chavez

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Jennifer Darby:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any
book The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Gayle Skinner:

The book The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The
Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer has simple shape however you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a publication. So
it is very wonderful.

Chad West:

This The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer is great guide for you because the content that is
full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The
Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it
is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right
but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt that?

John Parish:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.
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