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The memory of the American Civil War took many forms over the decades after
the conflict ended: personal, social, religious, and political. It was also
remembered and commemorated by poets and fiction writers who understood
that the war had bequeathed both historical and symbolic meanings to American
culture. Although the defeated Confederacy became best known for producing a
literature of nostalgia and an ideological defensiveness intended to protect the
South's own version of history, authors loyal to the Union also confronted the
guestion of what the memory of the war signified, and how to shape the literary
response to that individual and collective experience.

In Ashes of the Mind, Martin Griffin examines the work of five Northerners?three
poets and two fiction writerswho over a period of four decadestried to
understand and articulate the landscape of memory in postwar America, and in
particular in that part of the nation that could, with most justification, claim the
victory of its beliefs and values. The book begins with an examination of the
rhetorical grandeur of James Russell Lowell's Harvard Commemoration Ode,
ranges across Herman Melville's ironic war poetry, Henry James's novel of
North-South reconciliation, The Bostonians, and Ambrose Bierce's short stories,
and ends with the bitter meditation on race and nation presented by Paul
Laurence Dunbar's elegy "Robert Gould Shaw." Together these texts reveal how
agroup of representative Northern writers were haunted in different ways by the
memory of the

conflict and its fraught legacy.

Griffin traces a concern with individual and community loss, ambivalence toward
victory, and a changing politics of commemoration in the writings of Lowell,
Méelville, James, Bierce, and Dunbar. What links these very different authorsisa
Northern memory of the war that became more complex and more compromised
as the century went on, often replacing a sense of justification and achievement
with a perception of irony and failed promise.
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The memory of the American Civil War took many forms over the decades after the conflict ended: personal,
social, religious, and political. It was also remembered and commemorated by poets and fiction writers who
understood that the war had bequeathed both historical and symbolic meanings to American culture.
Although the defeated Confederacy became best known for producing a literature of nostalgiaand an
ideological defensiveness intended to protect the South's own version of history, authors loyal to the Union
also confronted the question of what the memory of the war signified, and how to shape the literary response
to that individual and collective experience.

In Ashes of the Mind, Martin Griffin examines the work of five Northernershree poets and two fiction
writerswho over a period of four decades tried to understand and articulate the landscape of memory in
postwar America, and in particular in that part of the nation that could, with most justification, claim the
victory of its beliefs and values. The book begins with an examination of the rhetorical grandeur of James
Russell Lowell's Harvard Commemoration Ode, ranges across Herman Melvill€sironic war poetry, Henry
James's novel of North-South reconciliation, The Bostonians, and Ambrose Bierce's short stories, and ends
with the bitter meditation on race and nation presented by Paul Laurence Dunbar's elegy "Robert Gould
Shaw." Together these texts reveal how a group of representative Northern writers were haunted in different
ways by the memory of the

conflict and its fraught legacy.

Griffin traces a concern with individual and community loss, ambival ence toward victory, and a changing
politics of commemoration in the writings of Lowell, Melville, James, Bierce, and Dunbar. What links these
very different authorsis a Northern memory of the war that became more complex and more compromised
as the century went on, often replacing a sense of justification and achievement with a perception of irony
and failed promise.
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Editorial Review

Review
"" Ashes of the Mind will both add to the existing scholarship in a meaningful way and model a kind of
interdisciplinarity that the field sorely needs.""?Lyde Cullen Sizer

, author of The Political Work of Northern Women Writers and the Civil War, 1850-1872

"Griffin analyzes, for the first time, how Northern writers dealt with their lack of equivalent "mission” and
materials with which to construct any alternative narratives about the war's meaning. . . . Highly
Recommended." ?Choice

"Itisto Griffin's great credit that Ashes of the Mind succeeds as a professional work of history while
managing avoid most of the 'lit-crit’ jargon that sometimes makes literary criticism inaccessible to anyone
other than its author. In the end, Griffin's caseis arguable, itself an achievement in a discourse that
heretofore has existed only in a vacuum."?New England Quarterly

"The book makes an important contribution to the much-explored genre of collective memory studies by
highlighting such naysayers as Bierce, Dunbar, and The Bostonians (the latter two barely mentioned in
Daniel Aaron's The Unwritten War: American Writers and the Civil War [1973])." ?American Studies

About the Author
Martin Griffin is assistant professor of English at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rick Briones:

The reason why? Because this Ashes of the Mind: War and Memory in Northern Literature, 1865-1900 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the
secret the ideainside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to hold off having that book? If | were being
you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

LavonneY ates:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the



following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Ashes of the Mind: War and Memory in Northern Literature, 1865-
1900 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

John McGinnis;

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ashes of the Mind: War and Memory in Northern
Literature, 1865-1900 can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Christopher M elendez:

Asascholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their hobby.
They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading
very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore, this Ashes of the Mind: War and Memory in Northern Literature, 1865-1900 can make you
experience more interested to read.
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