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While commentators have sometimes taken up the question of Wittgenstein's
view of ethics, none has offered a sustained treatment of what positive
contributions Wittgenstein has yet to offer contemporary ethics. In this important
new book, Jeremy Wisnewski argues that Wittgenstein, though himself often
silent on particular ethical matters, gives us immense resources for understanding
the aims appropriate to any philosophical ethics. Using Wittgenstein as a point of
departure, Wisnewski re-examines some of the landmarks in the history of moral
philosophy in order to cast contemporary ethical philosophy in a new light. Of
particular interest is the unique approach to Kant's moral philosophy afforded by
seeing him through Wittgensteinian eyes: Wisnewski gives distinct and
intriguing analyses of the categorical imperative, arguing that our obsession with
a certain brand of ethical theory has led us to misread this most famous
contribution to moral philosophy. By seeing the doctrines of historical ethical
philosophers anew (particularly those of Kant and Mill), Wisnewski shows a new
way of engaging in ethical theory - one that is Wittgensteinian through and
through. Rather than assuming that ethical inquiry yields knowledge about what
we must do, and what rules we must follow, we should regard ethics (including
our historical ethical theories) as clarifying what is involved in the complicated
'form of life' that is ours.
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While commentators have sometimes taken up the question of Wittgenstein's view of ethics, none has
offered a sustained treatment of what positive contributions Wittgenstein has yet to offer contemporary
ethics. In this important new book, Jeremy Wisnewski argues that Wittgenstein, though himself often silent
on particular ethical matters, gives us immense resources for understanding the aims appropriate to any
philosophical ethics. Using Wittgenstein as a point of departure, Wisnewski re-examines some of the
landmarks in the history of moral philosophy in order to cast contemporary ethical philosophy in a new light.
Of particular interest is the unique approach to Kant's moral philosophy afforded by seeing him through
Wittgensteinian eyes: Wisnewski gives distinct and intriguing analyses of the categorical imperative, arguing
that our obsession with a certain brand of ethical theory has led us to misread this most famous contribution
to moral philosophy. By seeing the doctrines of historical ethical philosophers anew (particularly those of
Kant and Mill), Wisnewski shows a new way of engaging in ethical theory - one that is Wittgensteinian
through and through. Rather than assuming that ethical inquiry yields knowledge about what we must do,
and what rules we must follow, we should regard ethics (including our historical ethical theories) as
clarifying what is involved in the complicated 'form of life' that is ours.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Wittgenstein and Ethical Inquiry is an important and innovative rethinking of some fundamental
assumptions of modern ethical thought"Gordon Hull, East Carolina University

"à will undoubtedly contribute to an important discussion and just might be revolutionary" Larry Wright,
University of California, Riverside

"...a genuine attempt to make a contribution to moral philosophy and not just an exegetical work on
Wittgenstein's ethics. The book takes a broadly Wittgensteinian approach, but, more importantly, it aims at
making a point about the place morality or normativity has in our lives and in our understanding of the world
as a whole...Wisnewski's greatest strength is that his clarification of not only the history of ethics, but also
our daily morality. That is why I recommend his book to everyone interested in changing the way we view
ethics, enriching our understanding of it, and thereby making a real difference in transforming our world into
a better place." — Darlei Dall'Agnol, Notre Dame Philosophical Review, May 28, 2008 (Darlei Dall’Agnol)

"The task of ethics in a Wittgensteinian (Wian) spirit is to clarify the hazy and troubled human predicament
by making explicit our value orientation, which in turn sheds light on the normative dimension of our lives.
The only way to achieve this task, according to Wisnewski, is through phenomenological analysis and ethical
theorizing which help us to see our way through the world. These are reasons enough to attempt to put ethics
into words...The author says some surprising and provocative things about W and ethical theorizing, and
some insightful things about a conception of ethics as clarification." —Béla Szabados, Philosophy in Review

"...this is a thought-provoking and engaging work with plenty of interesting ideas. Wisnewski makes a strong
case for clarificatory ethics in an admirably clear style. It will prove useful to the student of ethics."
Philosophical Investigations, October 2009

"à will undoubtedly contribute to an important discussion and just might be revolutionary" Larry Wright,
University of California, Riverside

“…a genuine attempt to make a contribution to moral philosophy and not just an exegetical work on
Wittgenstein’s ethics. The book takes a broadly Wittgensteinian approach, but, more importantly, it aims at
making a point about the place morality or normativity has in our lives and in our understanding of the world
as a whole…Wisnewski’s greatest strength is that his clarification of not only the history of ethics, but also
our daily morality. That is why I recommend his book to everyone interested in changing the way we view
ethics, enriching our understanding of it, and thereby making a real difference in transforming our world into
a better place.” — Darlei Dall’Agnol, Notre Dame Philosophical Review, May 28, 2008 (Sanford Lakoff)

"The task of ethics in a Wittgensteinian (Wian) spirit is to clarify the hazy and troubled human predicament
by making explicit our value orientation, which in turn sheds light on the normative dimension of our lives.
The only way to achieve this task, according to Wisnewski, is through phenomenological analysis and ethical
theorizing which help us to see our way through the world. These are reasons enough to attempt to put ethics
into words…The author says some surprising and provocative things about W and ethical theorizing, and



some insightful things about a conception of ethics as clarification." –Béla Szabados, Philosophy in Review

"…this is a thought-provoking and engaging work with plenty of interesting ideas. Wisnewski makes a
strong case for clarificatory ethics in an admirably clear style. It will prove useful to the student of ethics."
Philosophical Investigations, October 2009
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adam Youngblood:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Wittgenstein and Ethical Inquiry: A Defense
of Ethics as Clarification (Continuum Studies in British Philosophy) had been making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book
Wittgenstein and Ethical Inquiry: A Defense of Ethics as Clarification (Continuum Studies in British
Philosophy) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while
using book Wittgenstein and Ethical Inquiry: A Defense of Ethics as Clarification (Continuum Studies in
British Philosophy). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Norma Harrell:

This book untitled Wittgenstein and Ethical Inquiry: A Defense of Ethics as Clarification (Continuum
Studies in British Philosophy) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Oliver Gerling:

This Wittgenstein and Ethical Inquiry: A Defense of Ethics as Clarification (Continuum Studies in British
Philosophy) is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having little digest in reading this Wittgenstein and Ethical Inquiry: A Defense of Ethics as
Clarification (Continuum Studies in British Philosophy) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form



that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Heather Garcia:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
called of book Wittgenstein and Ethical Inquiry: A Defense of Ethics as Clarification (Continuum Studies in
British Philosophy). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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