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The definitive firsthand account of the groundbreaking resear ch of Philip
Zimbardo—the basisfor the award-winning film The Stanford Prison
Experiment

Renowned social psychologist and creator of the Stanford Prison Experiment
Philip Zimbardo explores the mechanisms that make good people do bad things,
how moral people can be seduced into acting immorally, and what this says about
the line separating good from evil.

The Lucifer Effect explains how—and the myriad reasons why—we are all
susceptible to the lure of “the dark side.” Drawing on examples from history as
well as his own trailblazing research, Zimbardo details how situational forces and
group dynamics can work in concert to make monsters out of decent men and
women.

Here, for the first time and in detail, Zimbardo tells the full story of the Stanford
Prison Experiment, the landmark study in which a group of college-student
volunteers was randomly divided into “guards’ and “inmates’ and then placed in
amock prison environment. Within aweek the study was abandoned, as ordinary
college students were transformed into either brutal, sadistic guards or
emotionally broken prisoners.

By illuminating the psychological causes behind such disturbing metamorphoses,
Zimbardo enables us to better understand a variety of harrowing phenomena,
from corporate malfeasance to organized genocide to how once upstanding
American soldiers came to abuse and torture Iragi detaineesin Abu Ghraib. He
replaces the long-held notion of the “bad apple” with that of the “bad
barrel”—the idea that the socia setting and the system contaminate the
individual, rather than the other way around.

Thisisabook that dares to hold a mirror up to mankind, showing us that we
might not be who we think we are. While forcing us to reexamine what we are
capable of doing when caught up in the crucible of behavioral dynamics, though,
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Zimbardo also offers hope. We are capabl e of resisting evil, he argues, and can
even teach ourselvesto act heroically. Like Hannah Arendt’s Eichmann in
Jerusalem and Steven Pinker’'s The Blank Sate, The Lucifer Effect is a shocking,
engrossing study that will change the way we view human behavior.

Praisefor The Lucifer Effect

“The Lucifer Effect will change forever the way you think about why we behave
the way we do—and, in particular, about the human potential for evil. Thisisa
disturbing book, but one that has never been more necessary.”—M alcolm
Gladwell

“An important book . . . All politicians and social commentators. . . should read
this.”—The Times (London)

“Powerful . . . an extraordinarily valuable addition to the literature of the
psychology of violence or ‘evil.””—The American Prospect

“Penetrating . . . Combining a dense but readable and often engrossing exposition
of social psychology research with an impassioned moral seriousness, Zimbardo
challenges readers to look beyond glib denunciations of evil-doers and ponder
our collective responsibility for the world' sills.”—Publishers Weekly

“A sprawling discussion . . . Zimbardo couples a thorough narrative of the
Stanford Prison Experiment with an analysis of the social dynamics of the Abu
Ghraib prison in Irag.”—Booklist

“Zimbardo bottled evil in alaboratory. The lessons he learned show us our dark
nature but also fill uswith hope if we heed their counsel. The Lucifer Effect reads

like anovel.”—Anthony Pratkanis, Ph.D., professor emeritus of psychology,
University of California

From the Hardcover edition.
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The definitive firsthand account of the groundbreaking research of Philip Zimbardo—the basisfor the
awar d-winning film The Stanford Prison Experiment

Renowned social psychologist and creator of the Stanford Prison Experiment Philip Zimbardo explores the
mechanisms that make good people do bad things, how mora people can be seduced into acting immorally,
and what this says about the line separating good from evil.

The Lucifer Effect explains how—and the myriad reasons why—we are al susceptible to the lure of “the
dark side.” Drawing on examples from history aswell as his own trailblazing research, Zimbardo details how
situational forces and group dynamics can work in concert to make monsters out of decent men and women.

Here, for thefirst time and in detail, Zimbardo tells the full story of the Stanford Prison Experiment, the
landmark study in which a group of college-student volunteers was randomly divided into “guards’ and
“inmates’ and then placed in amock prison environment. Within aweek the study was abandoned, as
ordinary college students were transformed into either brutal, sadistic guards or emotionally broken
prisoners.

By illuminating the psychological causes behind such disturbing metamorphoses, Zimbardo enables us to
better understand a variety of harrowing phenomena, from corporate malfeasance to organized genocide to
how once upstanding American soldiers came to abuse and torture Iragi detaineesin Abu Ghraib. He
replaces the long-held notion of the “bad apple” with that of the “bad barrel”—the idea that the social setting
and the system contaminate the individual, rather than the other way around.

Thisisabook that dares to hold a mirror up to mankind, showing us that we might not be who we think we
are. While forcing usto reexamine what we are capable of doing when caught up in the crucible of
behavioral dynamics, though, Zimbardo also offers hope. We are capabl e of resisting evil, he argues, and can
even teach ourselves to act heroically. Like Hannah Arendt’ s Eichmann in Jerusalem and Steven Pinker’'s
The Blank Sate, The Lucifer Effect is a shocking, engrossing study that will change the way we view human
behavior.

Praisefor The Lucifer Effect
“The Lucifer Effect will change forever the way you think about why we behave the way we do—and, in
particular, about the human potential for evil. Thisis a disturbing book, but one that has never been more

necessary.”—Malcolm Gladwell

“An important book . . . All politicians and social commentators. . . should read this.”—The Times
(London)

“Powerful . . . an extraordinarily valuable addition to the literature of the psychology of violence or
‘evil.””—The American Prospect



“Penetrating . . . Combining a dense but readable and often engrossing exposition of social psychology
research with an impassioned moral seriousness, Zimbardo challenges readers to look beyond glib
denunciations of evil-doers and ponder our collective responsibility for the world’sills.”—Publishers
Weekly

“A sprawling discussion . . . Zimbardo couples athorough narrative of the Stanford Prison Experiment with
an analysis of the social dynamics of the Abu Ghraib prison in Irag.”—Booklist

“Zimbardo bottled evil in alaboratory. The lessons he learned show us our dark nature but also fill uswith
hope if we heed their counsel. The Lucifer Effect reads like anovel.”—Anthony Pratkanis, Ph.D.,
professor emeritus of psychology, University of California

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Psychologist Zimbardo masterminded the famous Stanford Prison Experiment, in which college students
randomly assigned to be guards or inmates found themsel ves enacting sadistic abuse or abject
submissiveness. In this penetrating investigation, he revisits—at great length and with much hand-
wringing—the SPE study and appliesit to historical examples of injustice and atrocity, especialy the Abu
Ghraib outrages by the U.S. military. His troubling finding is that almost anyone, given the right
"situationa" influences, can be made to abandon moral scruples and cooperate in violence and oppression.
(Hetacks on afeel-good chapter about "the banality of heroism," with tips on how to resist malign
situational pressures.) The author, who was an expert defense witness at the court-martial of an Abu Ghraib
guard, argues against focusing on the dispositions of perpetrators of abuse; he insists that we blame the
situation and the "system"” that constructed it, and mounts an extended indictment of the architects of the Abu
Ghraib system, including President Bush. Combining a dense but readable and often engrossing exposition
of social psychology research with an impassioned moral seriousness, Zimbardo challenges readers to look
beyond glib denunciations of evil-doers and ponder our collective responsibility for the world'sills. 23
photos. (Apr. 3)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Socia psychologist Zimbardo is best known as the father of the 1971 Stanford Prison Experiment, which
used a simulated prison populated with student volunteersto illustrate the extent to which identity is situated
within asocial setting; student volunteers randomly chosen to play guards became cruel and authoritarian,
while those playing inmates became rebellious and depressed. With this book, Zimbardo couples a thorough
narrative of the Stanford Prison Experiment with an analysis of the social dynamics of the Abu Ghraib prison
in Irag, arguing that the "experimental dehumanization™ of the former isinstructive in understanding the
abusive conduct of guards at the latter. This comparison, which is the book's core insight, is embedded in a
sprawling discussion about situational influences that cobbles together a discussion of the psychology of evil,
astrong criticism of the Bush administration, and a chapter celebrating heroism and calling for greater social
bravery. This account's Abu Ghraib focus will generate demand. Brendan Driscoll

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“The Lucifer Effect will change forever the way you think about why we behave the way we do—and, in
particular, about the human potential for evil. Thisis a disturbing book, but one that has never been more
necessary.”—M alcolm Gladwell

“An important book . . . All politicians and social commentators. . . should read this.”—The Times
(London)

“Powerful . . . an extraordinarily valuable addition to the literature of the psychology of violence or
‘evil.””—The American Prospect

“Penetrating . . . Combining a dense but readable and often engrossing exposition of social psychology
research with an impassioned moral seriousness, Zimbardo challenges readers to look beyond glib
denunciations of evil-doers and ponder our collective responsibility for the world’ sills.”—Publishers


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Weekly

“A sprawling discussion . . . With this book, Zimbardo couples a thorough narrative of the Stanford Prison
Experiment with an analysis of the social dynamics of the Abu Ghraib prison in Irag, arguing that the
‘experimental dehumanization’ of the former isinstructive in understanding the abusive conduct of guards at
the latter.”—Booklist

“In the Stanford Prison Experiment, Philip Zimbardo bottled evil in alaboratory. The lessons he learned
show us our dark nature but also fill uswith hope if we heed their counsel. The Lucifer Effect reads like a
novel.”—Anthony Pratkanis, Ph.D., professor emeritus of psychology, University of California

From the Hardcover edition.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sharon Hollars:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How
Good People Turn Evil is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Willette Bickdl:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, typically the
book you haveread is usually The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil.

Leonard Vega:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining abook. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How
Good People Turn Evil which is obtaining the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's see.



Harold Thompson:

Asascholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictureson
there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many waysto reach Chinese's country. So , this
The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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