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"In this stimulating and important book Lester Little advances the original thesis
that, paradoxically, it was the leading practitioners of voluntary poverty,
Franciscan and Dominican friars, who finally formulated a Christian ethic which
justified the activities of merchants, moneylenders, and other urban professionals,
and created a Christian spirituality suitable for townsmen. Little has synthesized
a vast body of specialized literature in Italian, German, French, and English to
write an interpretive essay which pro- vides a new perspective on the interaction
between economic and social forces and the religious movements advocating the
apostolic ideal of voluntary poverty….Little's book is a major contribution, not
only to the history of the religious movement of voluntary poverty, but also to the
interdisciplinary study of the middle ages." ?Journal of Social History
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a fascinating story of the role played by the religious ideal of voluntary poverty which initially
through the monastic and eremitic movements rejected and condemned the new profit economy that
developed with the cities, and then through the mendicant movements of radical poverty formed an urban
spirituality that justified commerce… This book deserves to be in every library from public to graduate, for
while the notes are a mine of scholarly erudition the text is eminently readable. Furthermore most studies
relating religion to social and economic history are either limited in scope or written in German and French.
Little, thoroughly acquainted with all these specialized studies as well as the medieval sources, has provided
a creative synthesis that will take a major place among the classics of intellectual and social history. The
excellent chapter on the origins of anti-Semitism in itself warrants purchase of the book." ?Choice

"Lester K. Little's "broad, interpretative essay" is an account of the role played by voluntary poverty in the
new profit economy of Western Europe between the eleventh and the fourteenth centuries. His particular
interest is in the ways by which ideas of voluntary poverty helped shape a kind of spiritual life that
accommodated the merchants, town dwellers, and clerics whom the new economy brought into prominence.
The book is a synthesis of much of the most interesting and important recent medieval scholarship on
theories of society, economics, morality, and lay and clerical spirituality, a good deal of which is by Little
himself."?American Historical Review (February 1980)

"Little's interpretation of this complex situation is informed and well reasoned; it supplements rather than
replaces any part of the large body of modern works on medieval economic history. Recommended for most
academic libraries and religion collections." ?Library Journal (December 1978)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Olga Noone:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Religious
Poverty and the Profit Economy in Medieval Europe is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.



George Hinnenkamp:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Religious Poverty and the Profit Economy in
Medieval Europe can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Mary Stock:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Religious Poverty and the Profit
Economy in Medieval Europe can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you
have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Religious Poverty
and the Profit Economy in Medieval Europe.

Cheryl Saldana:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Religious Poverty and the Profit Economy in Medieval Europe we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Religious
Poverty and the Profit Economy in Medieval Europe. You can more inviting than now.
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