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By all measures, the late twentieth century was a time of dramatic decline for the
Islamic world, the Ummah, particularly its Arab heartland. Sober Muslim voices
regularly describe their current state as the worst in the 1,400-year history of
Islam. Yet, precisely at this time of unprecedented material vulnerability, Islam
has emerged as a civilizational force strong enough to challenge the imposition of
Western, particularly American, homogenizing power on Muslim peoples. This is
the central paradox of Islam today: at a time of such unprecedented weakness in
one sense, how has the Islamic Awakening, a broad and diverse movement of
contemporary Islamic renewal, emerged as such a resilient and powerful
transnational force and what implications does it have for the West? In One
Islam, Many Muslims Worlds Raymond W. Baker addresses this question.

Two things are clear, Baker argues: Islam's unexpected strength in recent decades
does not originate from official political, economic, or religious institutions, nor
can it be explained by focusing exclusively on the often-criminal assertions of
violent, marginal groups. While extremists monopolize the international press
and the scholarly journals, those who live and work in the Islamic world know
that the vast majority of Muslims reject their reckless calls to violence and look
elsewhere for guidance. Baker shows that extremists draw their energy and
support not from contributions to the reinterpretation and revival of Islamic
beliefs and practices, but from the hatreds engendered by misguided Western
policies in Islamic lands. His persuasive analysis of the Islamic world identifies
centrists as the revitalizing force of Islam, saying that they are responsible for
constructing a modern, cohesive Islamic identity that is a force to be reckoned
with.
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By all measures, the late twentieth century was a time of dramatic decline for the Islamic world, the Ummah,
particularly its Arab heartland. Sober Muslim voices regularly describe their current state as the worst in the
1,400-year history of Islam. Yet, precisely at this time of unprecedented material vulnerability, Islam has
emerged as a civilizational force strong enough to challenge the imposition of Western, particularly
American, homogenizing power on Muslim peoples. This is the central paradox of Islam today: at a time of
such unprecedented weakness in one sense, how has the Islamic Awakening, a broad and diverse movement
of contemporary Islamic renewal, emerged as such a resilient and powerful transnational force and what
implications does it have for the West? In One Islam, Many Muslims Worlds Raymond W. Baker addresses
this question.

Two things are clear, Baker argues: Islam's unexpected strength in recent decades does not originate from
official political, economic, or religious institutions, nor can it be explained by focusing exclusively on the
often-criminal assertions of violent, marginal groups. While extremists monopolize the international press
and the scholarly journals, those who live and work in the Islamic world know that the vast majority of
Muslims reject their reckless calls to violence and look elsewhere for guidance. Baker shows that extremists
draw their energy and support not from contributions to the reinterpretation and revival of Islamic beliefs and
practices, but from the hatreds engendered by misguided Western policies in Islamic lands. His persuasive
analysis of the Islamic world identifies centrists as the revitalizing force of Islam, saying that they are
responsible for constructing a modern, cohesive Islamic identity that is a force to be reckoned with.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Recommended." -Choice

About the Author

Raymond W. Baker is Professor of International Politics at Trinity College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charlotte Maas:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this One Islam, Many Muslim
Worlds: Spirituality, Identity, and Resistance across Islamic Lands (Religion and Global Politics) book as
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Jennifer Carter:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare
time, we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what
kind of activity are there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly
unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending
your spare time, the book you have read is usually One Islam, Many Muslim Worlds: Spirituality, Identity,
and Resistance across Islamic Lands (Religion and Global Politics).

Kevin Pinkney:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love One Islam, Many



Muslim Worlds: Spirituality, Identity, and Resistance across Islamic Lands (Religion and Global Politics),
you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Christopher Walker:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. From the book One Islam, Many Muslim Worlds: Spirituality, Identity, and Resistance
across Islamic Lands (Religion and Global Politics) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book One Islam, Many
Muslim Worlds: Spirituality, Identity, and Resistance across Islamic Lands (Religion and Global Politics).
You can more appealing than now.
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