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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mel Bay was born on February 25, 1913 in the little Ozark Mountain town of Bunker, Missouri. He bought a
Sears Roebuck guitar at the age of 13 and several months later played hisfirst gig. (He recalled playing until
his fingers were raw!) Mel took up the tenor banjo shortly thereafter and continued to play both instruments.
During his teenage years Mel played with awild assortement of bands and charactersin rural Missouri.
Perhaps no gig was as strange as the job he landed with, in Mel's words, a snake oil salesman. This
flamboyant peddier would pull his ostentatious Pierce Arrow automobile, complete with steer horns mounted
on the grill, into the center of asmall, rural town. Mel would sit on the car and play up a storm on the tenor
banjo. After acrowd gathered, the peddler took over and began extolling the merits of his wonder lixer. In
1933 Mel Bay moved to St. Louis and began his professional career. He played with numerous local and
traveling bands. In addition, he landed staff guitar jobs on several radio stations. Mel fronted his own trio
(piano, bass, guitar) and played steadily for 25 years! He was equally adept on most fretted instruments and
played mandolin, uke, Hawaiian guitar, tenor and plectrum banjo professionally. While Mel was actively
pursuing his playing career, he continued to teach as many as 100 students a week. He decided to begin
writing instructional materials due to the difficulty encountered by guitarists at playing good sounding chord
forms in rhythm sections and due to the poor note reading ability prevalent among guitarists. After the war
Mel was asked to write instructional materials on guitar for Gl's wanting to learn music under the Gl Bill. In
1947 Mel formed his own publishing company and wrote his landmark initial book titled The Orchestral
Chord System for Guitar. (This book is still in print under the title Rhythm Guitar Chord System and
continues to be one the finest rhythm guitar chord texts available!) His Modern Guitar Method was penned
shortly thereafter. For years Mel traveled from town to town talking to guitar teachers and players and
showing them his publications. At one time Mel claimsto have known virtually every guitar teacher in
Americaon afirst name basis! The guitar and Mel Bay books caught on in abig way in the 1950's. Things
have continued to grow ever since. Mel used to sell D'Angelico guitars. At any given time he would have 5
or 6 lying around the house. Mel played professionally on his New Y orker model but his favorite was the
initial Mel Bay Modé crafted as a gift for him by John D'Angelico. Thisfamous guitar had al of the main
features of the New Y orker but was a cut away model and had a dlightly thinner neck. Thisinstrument has
been pictured on the Mel Bay Modern Guitar Method for decades. Someone once calculated that sales of
guitar books written by Mel Bay have exceeded 25 million copies. When asked, Mel frequently said that he
guit counting long ago. Sales of his Modern Guitar Method have aone surpassed the 7 million mark. Itis
safe to say that Mel Bay is one of the pivotal figuresin the world of guitar music and instruction in this
century. Joseph Castle (1913-1992) was born in Bloomington, Illinois. His childhood was spent on a fruit
farm near Mackinaw, Illinois. When he was twelve, Joseph was discovered by Russel Harvey, ateacher at
Illinois Wesleyan University with whom he studied violin. There were very few guitar teachers at the time
Mr. Castle became interested in the guitar, so he was primarily self-taught on that instrument, using the
Carcassi text. Hisinterest in both plectrum and fingerstyle guitar started in high school. He played guitar and
violinin large bandsin Austin, Texas aswell asviolin in the Austin symphony and small chamber groups.
Joseph graduated from the University of Texasin 1953 with aBa

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Earline Martin:

Here thing why this Mel Bay Easy Classic Guitar Solos are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good however it dependsin the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious
asfood or not. Mel Bay Easy Classic Guitar Solos giving you information deeper including different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Mel Bay Easy Classic Guitar
Solos. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened
in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park
your car, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Mel Bay Easy Classic Guitar Solosin e-book can be your substitute.

Scott Smith:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled Mel
Bay Easy Classic Guitar Solos the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word writtenin a
reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to.
The Mel Bay Easy Classic Guitar Solos giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Charlie Attwood:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to
be examine. Mel Bay Easy Classic Guitar Solos can be your answer given it can be read by you who have
those short free time problems.

James Rutledge:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
From the book Mel Bay Easy Classic Guitar Solos we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely
be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Mel Bay Easy Classic Guitar Solos. You
can more inviting than now.
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