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In the era after Suffrage, white middle-class housewives abandoned moves
toward paid work for themselves, embraced domestic life, and felt entitled to
servants. In Domesticity and Dirt, Phyllis Palmer examines the cultural norms
that led such women to take on the ornamental and emotional elements of the job
while relegating the hard physical work and demeaning service tasks to
servants—mainly women of color. Using novels, films, magazine articles, home
economics texts, and government-funded domestic training course manuals, the
author details cultural expectations about middle-class homelife.

Palmer describes how government-funded education programs encouraged the
divisions of labor and identity and undercut domestic workers’ organized efforts
during the 1930s to win inclusion in New Deal programs regulating labor
conditions. Aided by less powerful black civil rights groups, without the
assistance of trade unions or women’s clubs, domestics failed to win legal
protections and the legal authority and self-respect these brought to covered
workers. The author also reveals how middle- class women responded
ambivalently to the call to aid women workers when labor reforms threatened
their domestic arrangements.

Throughout her study, Palmer questions why white middle-class women looked
to new technology and domestic help to deal with cultural demands upon "the
perfect housewife" rather than expecting their husbands to help. When the supply
of servants declined during the 1950s, middle-class housewives were left isolated
with lots of housework. Although they rapidly followed their servants into paid
work outside the home, they remain responsible for housework and child care.

In the series Women in the Political Economy, edited by Ronnie J. Steinberg.
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In the era after Suffrage, white middle-class housewives abandoned moves toward paid work for themselves,
embraced domestic life, and felt entitled to servants. In Domesticity and Dirt, Phyllis Palmer examines the
cultural norms that led such women to take on the ornamental and emotional elements of the job while
relegating the hard physical work and demeaning service tasks to servants—mainly women of color. Using
novels, films, magazine articles, home economics texts, and government-funded domestic training course
manuals, the author details cultural expectations about middle-class homelife.

Palmer describes how government-funded education programs encouraged the divisions of labor and identity
and undercut domestic workers’ organized efforts during the 1930s to win inclusion in New Deal programs
regulating labor conditions. Aided by less powerful black civil rights groups, without the assistance of trade
unions or women’s clubs, domestics failed to win legal protections and the legal authority and self-respect
these brought to covered workers. The author also reveals how middle- class women responded ambivalently
to the call to aid women workers when labor reforms threatened their domestic arrangements.

Throughout her study, Palmer questions why white middle-class women looked to new technology and
domestic help to deal with cultural demands upon "the perfect housewife" rather than expecting their
husbands to help. When the supply of servants declined during the 1950s, middle-class housewives were left
isolated with lots of housework. Although they rapidly followed their servants into paid work outside the
home, they remain responsible for housework and child care.

In the series Women in the Political Economy, edited by Ronnie J. Steinberg.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
When productive work moved outside the household, why did the elite married white woman agree to stay
behind? In part, Palmer explains, because she was promised a managerial job at home, supervising the
domestic servants--usually women of color--who would do the dirty work. This division fed white women's
sense of racial and class superiority, and "persuaded . . . them to accept their exclusion from centers of male
power." In a well-written scholarly examination of the interwar years, Palmer elaborates on the perspectives
and experiences of both middle-class employers and the workers they exploited, playing out the implications
of a domestic work system based upon class and race. For academic and larger public libraries.
- Cynthia Harrison, Federal Judicial Ctr., Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Palmer examines how white women learned their whiteness and how domestic service degraded working-
class women...while it elevated the status of middle-class women. She concludes with a sophisticated
analysis of dichotomies between good and bad, clean and dirty, pure and sexual women, infusing her history
of gender, race and class subordination with contemporary feminist object relations theory."
—Women's Review of Books

"Phyllis Palmer examines how middle-class women took jobs outside the home and hired servants—mostly
women of color—to run their households.... Her ground-breaking study, drawing on home economic texts,
government-funded domestic training course manuals, novels, films and magazine articles, shows how this
perpetuated the myth of the perfect housewife and did not challenge men to join in running the home.
Unflinching in her analysis of domestic workers' subjugation and lack of power or protection."
—New Directions for Women

"[Palmer's] work is path-breaking.... [She] is right on target in focusing on the contradictions that have lain
at the heart of our national domestic life."
—The Washington Post

From the Publisher
Examining the cultual norms of women after Suffrage to define labor based on color

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Christopher Miller:

The book Domesticity And Dirt: Housewives and Domestic Servants in the United States, 1920-1945
(Women In The Political Economy) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Domesticity And Dirt:
Housewives and Domestic Servants in the United States, 1920-1945 (Women In The Political Economy) to
be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a publication
Domesticity And Dirt: Housewives and Domestic Servants in the United States, 1920-1945 (Women In The
Political Economy). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Joseph Anderson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Domesticity And Dirt: Housewives and Domestic Servants in
the United States, 1920-1945 (Women In The Political Economy) book is readable simply by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Domesticity And
Dirt: Housewives and Domestic Servants in the United States, 1920-1945 (Women In The Political
Economy) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Domesticity And Dirt:
Housewives and Domestic Servants in the United States, 1920-1945 (Women In The Political Economy) is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Melanie Young:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Domesticity And Dirt: Housewives and
Domestic Servants in the United States, 1920-1945 (Women In The Political Economy) is kind of book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Stacey Sims:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
Domesticity And Dirt: Housewives and Domestic Servants in the United States, 1920-1945 (Women In The
Political Economy). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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