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In this book, aleading French social thinker grapples with the gap between the
tendency toward globalization of economic relations and mass culture and the
increasingly sectarian nature of our social identities as members of ethnic,
religious, or national groups. Though at first glance, it might seem asif the
answer to the question “ Can we live together?’ is that we aready do live
together—watching the same television programs, buying the same clothes, and
even using the same language to communicate from one country to another—the
author argues that in important ways, we are farther than ever from belonging to
the same society or the same culture.

Our small societies are not gradually merging into one vast global society;
instead, the simultaneously political, territorial, and cultural entities that we once
called societies or countries are breaking up before our eyes in the wake of
ethnic, political, and religious conflict. The result is that we live together only to
the extent that we make the same gestures and use the same objects—we do not
communicate with one another in a meaningful way or govern ourselves together.

What power can now reconcile a transnational economy with the disturbing
reality of introverted communities? The author argues against the idea that all we
can do is agree on some social rules of mutual tolerance and respect for personal
freedom, and forgo the attempt to forge deeper bonds. He argues instead that we
can use afocus on the personal life-project—the construction of an active self or
“subject”—ultimately to form meaningful social and political institutions.

The book concludes by exploring how social institutions might be retooled to
safeguard the development of the personal subject and communication between
subjects, and by sketching out what these new social institutions might look like
in terms of socia relations, politics, and education.
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In this book, aleading French social thinker grapples with the gap between the tendency toward
globalization of economic relations and mass culture and the increasingly sectarian nature of our social
identities as members of ethnic, religious, or national groups. Though at first glance, it might seem asif the
answer to the question “ Can we live together?’ is that we already do live together—watching the same
television programs, buying the same clothes, and even using the same language to communicate from one
country to another—the author argues that in important ways, we are farther than ever from belonging to the
same society or the same culture.

Our small societies are not gradually merging into one vast global society; instead, the simultaneously
political, territorial, and cultural entities that we once called societies or countries are breaking up before our
eyesin the wake of ethnic, political, and religious conflict. The result is that we live together only to the
extent that we make the same gestures and use the same objects—we do not communicate with one another
in a meaningful way or govern ourselves together.

What power can now reconcile atransnational economy with the disturbing reality of introverted
communities? The author argues against the idea that all we can do is agree on some socia rules of mutual
tolerance and respect for personal freedom, and forgo the attempt to forge deeper bonds. He argues instead
that we can use afocus on the personal life-project—the construction of an active self or
“subject”—ultimately to form meaningful social and political institutions.

The book concludes by exploring how social institutions might be retooled to safeguard the development of
the personal subject and communication between subjects, and by sketching out what these new social
institutions might look like in terms of social relations, politics, and education.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Touraine's thorough mastery of modern social theory, politics, and history provides arichness and depth to
the book lacking in much discussion of globalization and modernity. He is obviously aworld-class
thinker.”—Douglas Kellner, University of California, Los Angeles

"Touraine re-poses the issue of social solidarity which was so central to social thought at the end of the
nineteenth century. . . . The book should be an important reference point for social and political theory in the
new century." —William Outhwaite,University of Sussex

From the Inside Flap

In this book, aleading French social thinker grapples with the gap between the tendency toward
globalization of economic relations and mass culture and the increasingly sectarian nature of our social
identities as members of ethnic, religious, or national groups. Though at first glance, it might seem asif the
answer to the question “ Can we live together?’ is that we already do live together—watching the same
television programs, buying the same clothes, and even using the same language to communicate from one
country to another—the author argues that in important ways, we are farther than ever from belonging to the
same society or the same culture.

Our small societies are not gradually merging into one vast global society; instead, the simultaneously
political, territorial, and cultural entities that we once called societies or countries are breaking up before our
eyesin the wake of ethnic, political, and religious conflict. The result is that we live together only to the
extent that we make the same gestures and use the same objects—we do not communicate with one another
in ameaningful way or govern ourselves together.

What power can now reconcile atransnational economy with the disturbing reality of introverted
communities? The author argues against the idea that all we can do is agree on some social rules of mutual
tolerance and respect for personal freedom, and forgo the attempt to forge deeper bonds. He argues instead
that we can use afocus on the personal life-project—the construction of an active self or
“subject”—ultimately to form meaningful social and political institutions.

The book concludes by exploring how social institutions might be retooled to safeguard the devel opment of
the personal subject and communication between subjects, and by sketching out what these new social
institutions might look like in terms of social relations, palitics, and education.

From the Back Cover

“Touraine's thorough mastery of modern social theory, politics, and history provides arichness and depth to
the book lacking in much discussion of globalization and modernity. He is obviously aworld-class
thinker.”—Douglas Kellner, University of California, Los Angeles

“Touraine re-poses the issue of social solidarity which was so central to social thought at the end of the
nineteenth century. . . . The book should be an important reference point for social and political theory in the
new century.” —William Outhwaite,University of Sussex



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Catherine Williams;

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guysthisaren't like that. This Can We Live Together?: Equality and Difference book is readable by
means of you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
connected with Can We Live Together?: Equality and Difference content conveys objective easily to
understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
such asit. So, do you continue to thinking Can We Live Together?: Equality and Differenceis not loveable
to be your top checklist reading book?

Rene Hudson:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. Peopleis human not really arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be Can We Live Together?: Equality and Difference.

Jesse Ward:

Do you redly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Can We Live Together?: Equality and Difference
why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestionsto pick up this book.

Catherine Cote;

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. Y ou
can observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is Can We Live Together?. Equality and Difference this book consist alot of the information with the
condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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