An Artist of the Floating World

By Kazuo Ishiguro

Read Online ©

An Artist of the Floating World By Kazuo Ishiguro

From A to Z, the Penguin Drop Caps series collects 26 unique
har dcover s—featuring cover art by Jessica Hische

It all begins with aletter. Fall in love with Penguin Drop Caps, a new series of
twenty-six collectible and hardcover editions, each with atype cover showcasing
agorgeoudly illustrated letter of the alphabet. In a design collaboration between
Jessica Hische and Penguin Art Director Paul Buckley, the series features unique
cover art by Hische, a superstar in the world of type design and illustration,
whose work has appeared everywhere from Tiffany & Co. to Wes Anderson's
recent film Moonrise Kingdom to Penguin's own bestsellers Committed and Rules
of Civility. With exclusive designs that have never before appeared on Hische's
hugely popular Daily Drop Cap blog, the Penguin Drop Caps series launches
with six perennial favoritesto give as elegant gifts, or to showcase on your own
shelves.

I isfor Ishiguro. Masuji Ono saw misery in his homeland and became unwilling
to spend his skills solely in the celebration of physical beauty. Instead, he
envisioned a strong and powerful nation of the future, and he put his painting to
work in the service of the movement that led Japan into World War 11. Now, as
the mature Masuji Ono struggles through the spiritual wreckage of that war, his
memories of the “floating world” of hisyouth, full of pleasure and promise, serve
as an escape from, a punishment for—and ajustification of—his entire life.
Drifting without honor in Japan’ s postwar society, which indicts him for its
defeat and reviles him for his aesthetics, he relives the passage through his
personal history that makes him both a hero and a coward but, above all, ahuman
being. An Artist of the Floating World is a sensua and profoundly convincing
portrait of the artist as an aging man. At once a multigenerational tale and a
samurai death poem written in English, it is also a saga of the clash of the old and
new orders, blending classical and contemporary iconography with compassion
and wit.
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From A to Z, the Penguin Drop Caps series collects 26 unique hardcover s—featuring cover art by
Jessica Hische

It al beginswith aletter. Fall in love with Penguin Drop Caps, a new series of twenty-six collectible and
hardcover editions, each with atype cover showcasing a gorgeoudly illustrated | etter of the alphabet. In a
design collaboration between Jessica Hische and Penguin Art Director Paul Buckley, the series features
unique cover art by Hische, a superstar in the world of type design and illustration, whose work has appeared
everywhere from Tiffany & Co. to Wes Anderson's recent film Moonrise Kingdom to Penguin's own
bestsellers Committed and Rules of Civility. With exclusive designs that have never before appeared on
Hische's hugely popular Daily Drop Cap blog, the Penguin Drop Caps series launches with six perennial
favoritesto give as elegant gifts, or to showcase on your own shelves.

I isfor Ishiguro. Masuji Ono saw misery in his homeland and became unwilling to spend his skills solely in
the celebration of physical beauty. Instead, he envisioned a strong and powerful nation of the future, and he
put his painting to work in the service of the movement that led Japan into World War I1. Now, as the mature
Masuiji Ono struggles through the spiritual wreckage of that war, his memories of the “floating world” of his
youth, full of pleasure and promise, serve as an escape from, a punishment for—and ajustification of—his
entire life. Drifting without honor in Japan’s postwar society, which indicts him for its defeat and reviles him
for his aesthetics, he relives the passage through his personal history that makes him both a hero and a
coward but, above all, a human being. An Artist of the Floating World is a sensual and profoundly
convincing portrait of the artist as an aging man. At once a multigenerational tale and a samurai death poem
written in English, it is also a saga of the clash of the old and new orders, blending classical and
contemporary iconography with compassion and wit.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In An Artist of the Floating World, Kazuo Ishiguro offers readers of the English language an authentic ook
at postwar Japan, "afloating world" of changing cultural behaviors, shifting societal patterns and troubling
questions. Ishiguro, who was born in Nagasaki in 1954 but moved to England in 1960, writes the story of
Masuji Ono, a bohemian artist and purveyor of the night life who became a propagandist for Japanese
imperialism during the war. But the war is over. Japan lost, Ono's wife and son have been killed, and many
young people blame the imperialists for leading the country to disaster. What's left for Ono? Ishiguro's
treatment of this story earned a 1986 Whitbread Prize.

From Publishers Weekly

Like figures on a Japanese screen, the painter Masuji Ono and his daughters Setsuko and Noriko are fixed in
the formal attitudes that even their private conversations reflect. In the postwar 1940, the father isarelic of
traditional Japan, of teahouses, geishas and patterned gardens not yet destroyed by industry and Westernized
thinking. He is unable to communicate with his daughters, unsure of the propriety of hiswartime nationalism
yet unwilling to exchange it for what seem to him doubtful modern values. His thoughts turn to the optimism
of his student days, to uncertainties and disappointments that were mitigated by his sense of a prevailing
order, now nowhere apparent. He cannot fathom why his daughters treat him with a disdain that approaches
rudeness, why they imply that he and his kind were responsible for the war that killed so many sons, hisown
among them. And so, despite therigidity of Ishiguro's prosewhich matches Onao's inflexibilitythe once
famous artist gathers pathos as he moves through the pages of anovel that is both areminder and awarning.
Ishiguro wote A Pale View of Hills.

Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

It is postwar Japan and a now retired and seemingly discredited painter, Sensei Ono, reflects on his career,
the limits to loyalties between teachers and students, and the life of art. Occasions such as the forthcoming
engagement of his daughter (which involves investigations into the family background) bring his
involvement with the political campaigns of the prewar regime painfully to the fore of his consciousness.
Should he have remained a traditional painter of the floating world of geishas, tea houses, and such? Do his
high-minded intentions excuse his propaganda posters? Should an artist follow an aesthetic of pure art or of
social involvement? How does a personor a societycome to terms with mistakes of the past? This new novel
by the author of A Pale View of Hillswill appeal to the thoughtful reader. Recommended. Carl Vogel, San
Francisco P.L.

Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James M oor e;

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for usto understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim aswell as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who



don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this An Artist of the Floating World.

Dawn Bliss:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and natice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular An Artist of the
Floating World book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Joseph Dolezal:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which oneis suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstabl e resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take An Artist of the Floating World as your
daily resource information.

Keith Kemp:

This book untitled An Artist of the Floating World to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this
specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So thereis
no reason for your regquirementsto past this reserve from your list.
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