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Erich von Stroheim (1885-1957) was one of the giantsin American film history.
Stubborn, arrogant, and colorful, he saw himself as a cinema artist, which led to
conflicts with producers and studio executives who complained about the inflated
budgets and extraordinary length of his films. Stroheim achieved great notoriety
and success, but he was so uncompromising that he turned his triumph into
failure. He was banned from ever directing again and spent his remaining years
as an actor. Stroheim's life has been wreathed in myths, many of his own
devising. Arthur Lennig scoured European and American archives for details
concerning the life of the actor and director, and he counters several long-
accepted claims. Stroheim's tales of military experience are amost completely
fictitious; the ""von"" in his name was an affectation adopted at EllisIsland in
1909; and, counter to his own claim, he did not participate in the production of
The Birth of aNation in 1914. Wherever Stroheim lived, he was an outsider: a
Jew in Vienna, an Austrian in southern California, an American in France. This
contributed to an almost pathological need to embellish and obscure his past; yet,
it also may have been the key to his genius both behind and in front of the
camera. As an actor, Stroheim threw himself into his portrayals of evil men,
relishing his epithet, ""The Man Y ou Love to Hate."" Asadirector, heimmersed
himself in every facet of production, including script writing and costume design.
In 1923 he created his masterpiece Greed , infamous for its eight-hour running
time. Stroheim returned to acting, saving some of hisfinest performances for La
Grande Illusion (1937) and Billy Wilder's Sunset Boulevard (1950), arole he
hated, probably because it was too similar to the story of his own life.

¥ Download Stroheim ...pdf

@ Read Online Stroheim ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0813190444
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0813190444
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0813190444
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0813190444
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0813190444
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0813190444
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0813190444
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0813190444
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0813190444
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0813190444
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0813190444

Stroheim

By Arthur Lennig

Stroheim By Arthur Lennig

Erich von Stroheim (1885-1957) was one of the giants in American film history. Stubborn, arrogant, and
colorful, he saw himself as a cinema artist, which led to conflicts with producers and studio executives who
complained about the inflated budgets and extraordinary length of his films. Stroheim achieved great
notoriety and success, but he was so uncompromising that he turned his triumph into failure. He was banned
from ever directing again and spent his remaining years as an actor. Stroheim's life has been wreathed in
myths, many of his own devising. Arthur Lennig scoured European and American archives for details
concerning the life of the actor and director, and he counters several long-accepted claims. Stroheim's tales
of military experience are ailmost completely fictitious; the ""von™" in his name was an affectation adopted at
EllisIdand in 1909; and, counter to his own claim, he did not participate in the production of The Birth of a
Nation in 1914. Wherever Stroheim lived, he was an outsider: a Jew in Vienna, an Austrian in southern
Cdlifornia, an American in France. This contributed to an almost pathological need to embellish and obscure
his past; yet, it also may have been the key to his genius both behind and in front of the camera. As an actor,
Stroheim threw himself into his portrayals of evil men, relishing his epithet, ""The Man Y ou Love to Hate.""
Asadirector, heimmersed himself in every facet of production, including script writing and costume design.
In 1923 he created his masterpiece Greed , infamous for its eight-hour running time. Stroheim returned to
acting, saving some of his finest performances for La Grande Illusion (1937) and Billy Wilder's Sunset
Boulevard (1950), arole he hated, probably because it was too similar to the story of his own life.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In athrilling biography of one of Hollywood's great originals, Lennig strips away the legends surrounding
director/actor Erich von Stroheim. A notorious fabricator, this master of silent films and actor in talkies and
silents invented a past for himself as an Austrian nobleman with a distinguished military career. Actualy,
Stroheim, the son of a Jewish hatmaker, arrived pennilessin New Y ork in 1909 at age 24, crowning himself
"von" on EllislIdand. In Austria, he had joined the army but was discharged after five months as unfit for
military service. Puncturing the lingering myth that Stroheim became an assistant director on D.W. Griffith's
Birth of aNation, SUNY film professor emeritus Lennig, who did remarkable sleuthing in Austria, Paris and
Hollywood, establishes that Stroheim was never even on the studio lot. Lennig convincingly portrays
Stroheim as an exasperating, tragic, noble, partly self-destructive genius, doomed by Hollywood
commercialism because he was an obsessive perfectionist and extravagant spender, anovelist at heart whose
striving for full characterizations and intricate plotting led to gargantuan shooting scripts. Lennig compares
the full prints of Stroheim's films with the disastrously truncated released versions, revealing the artistry that
often ended up on the cutting-room floor. Best remembered as an actor for rolesin Jean Renoir's La Grande
Ilusion (1937) and Billy Wilder's Sunset Boulevard (1950), Stroheim reveled in playing bad guys--crook,
lecher, rapist, evil Hun, mad doctor--yet resented being typecast. Lennig reveals a complex man: caring and
sentimental beneath the cynical aristocratic exterior; areligious mystic who renounced Judaism and assumed
the mantle of Roman Catholicism, who went to fortune-tellers and made major career moves according to
their advice. Lennig's masterful knowledge of film history and technique informs this penetrating biography.
Photos. (Jan.)

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Timed to coincide with Turner Classics world premiere of arestored director's cut of Erich von Stroheim's
silent masterpiece Greed, this book aimsto puncture the Stroheim myths--myths that, to hisliking, obscured
his past and nonaristocratic origins. Better known to contemporary film audiences as an actor (Max in Sunset
Boulevard was among his most famous roles), it is Stroheim's work as a director that is Lennig's (emeritus,
film, SUNY at Albany) main focus. He devotes a chapter to each of the films he directed, including two of
Stroheim's lost films. An extremely readable book, this biography manages to convey Lennig's appreciation
of Stroheim's genius. Still, he doesn't shy away from exploring the affairs that forced Stroheim to act to
support himself. (Always uncompromising, Stroheim tended to produce long movies resembling today's TV
miniseries, because for him showing his film characters going through all the minutiae of daily life was
crucia for character exposition.) Highly recommended for academic and large public libraries.

-Marianne Cawley, Charleston Cty. Lib., SC

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

When film lovers discuss cinematic geniuses destroyed by commercially minded studio executives, Erich
von Stroheim isinevitably the first one they cite. One of the most gifted filmmakers of the silent era, he was
noted for uncompromising perfectionism, an eye for opulence, and a stubborn intransigence that evinced a
self-destructive urge. His magnum opus, Greed, was slashed by the studio from eight hoursto just over two;
subsequent films met similar or worse fates. Stroheim reluctantly returned to acting, his Teutonic air and
stern visage earning him the sobriquet "The Man Y ou Love to Hate." He had significant rolesin two
indisputable classics, Grande Illusion and Sunset Boulevard, but his career remains reckoned one of
tragically wasted talent. Lennig, who has restored Stroheim’'s mangled early masterpiece Foolish Wives,


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

debunks several familiar anecdotes, many of them fabricated by Stroheim himself, who didn't confine his
storytelling to the screen. Lennig's prose is often overblown, and he sometimes overstates the case for
Stroheim's talents, but his expertise makes this the best Stroheim book by far. Gordon Flagg

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lisa Jennings:

The e-book untitled Stroheim is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the
guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of study when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Stroheim from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.

Irene Weinstein:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, aswell as playing
video games al day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read the book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Stroheim it is quite good to read. There are alot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore easily to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Fidel Auxier:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Stroheim that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for al of you who wants to possibly be success person.
So, for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Stroheim become your
personal starter.

Contessa Watkins;

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Stroheim why because the great cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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