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The question of affect is central to critical theory, psychology, palitics, and the
entire range of the humanities; but no discipline, including psychoanalysis, has
offered a theory of affect that would be rich enough to account for the delicacy
and power, the evanescence and durability, the bodily rootedness and the
cultural variability of human emotion.

Silvan Tomkins (1911-1991) was one of the most radical and imaginative
psychologists of the twentieth century. In Affect, Imagery, Consciousness, afour-
volume work published over the last thirty years of hislife, Tomkins developed
an ambitious theory of affect steeped in cybernetics and systems theory as well as
in psychoanalysis, ethology, and neuroscience. The implications of his
conceptually daring and phenomenologically suggestive theory are only now—in
the context of postmodernism—beginning to be understood. With Shame and Its
Ssters, editors Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick and Adam Frank make available for the
first time an engaging and accessible selection of Tomkins' s work.

Featuring intensive examination of several key affects, particularly shame and
anger, this volume contains many of Tomkins's most haunting, diagnostically
incisive, and theoretically challenging discussions. An introductory essay by the
editors places Tomkins s work in the context of postwar information
technologies and will prompt a reexamination of some of the underlying
assumptions of recent critical work in cultural studies and other areas of the
humanities. The text is also accompanied by a biographical sketch of Tomkins by
noted psychologist Irving E. Alexander, Tomkins's longtime friend and
collaborator.
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The question of affect is central to critical theory, psychology, politics, and the entire range of the
humanities; but no discipline, including psychoanalysis, has offered a theory of affect that would be rich
enough to account for the delicacy and power, the evanescence and durability, the bodily rootedness and the
cultural variability of human emotion.

Silvan Tomkins (1911-1991) was one of the most radical and imaginative psychol ogists of the twentieth
century. In Affect, Imagery, Consciousness, a four-volume work published over the last thirty years of his
life, Tomkins developed an ambitious theory of affect steeped in cybernetics and systems theory aswell asin
psychoanalysis, ethology, and neuroscience. The implications of his conceptually daring and
phenomenologically suggestive theory are only now—in the context of postmodernism—Dbeginning to be
understood. With Shame and Its Ssters, editors Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick and Adam Frank make available for
the first time an engaging and accessible selection of Tomkins' swork.

Featuring intensive examination of several key affects, particularly shame and anger, this volume contains
many of Tomkins's most haunting, diagnostically incisive, and theoretically challenging discussions. An
introductory essay by the editors places Tomkins s work in the context of postwar information technologies
and will prompt a reexamination of some of the underlying assumptions of recent critical work in cultural
studies and other areas of the humanities. The text is also accompanied by a biographical sketch of Tomkins
by noted psychologist Irving E. Alexander, Tomkins' s longtime friend and collaborator.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Shame and Its Ssters will have amajor impact on the study of culturein the coming years, and on several
fronts. It isasignificant contribution to the current rethinking of emotion and affect that promises to explore
the limits of Freudian and dialectical models of the self, its pleasures, desires, and projects."—W. J. T.
Mitchell, Editor, Critical Inquiry

"A fascinating, timely, and richly ‘awry’ contribution to recent work on problems of agency, affect, and the
nature/culture debate generally. The introduction is superb, exact, and incisive. Shame and Its Ssters will be
of real interest to awide range of readers in the humanities, including history, literature, psychoanalytic
theory, work on the problem of the body and the * subject,” systems theory, and more."—Mark Seltzer,
Cornéell University

From the Back Cover

""Shame and Its Sisters" will have a major impact on the study of culture in the coming years, and on severa
fronts. It isasignificant contribution to the current rethinking of emotion and affect that promises to explore
the limits of Freudian and dialectical models of the salf, its pleasures, desires, and projects."--W. J. T.
Mitchell, Editor, "Critica Inquiry"

About the Author

At thetime of her death in 2009, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick was Distinguished Professor of English, CUNY
Graduate Center. Her many publications include A Dialogue On Love (Beacon, 1999); Fat Art/Thin Art
(Duke, 1994); Tendencies (Duke, 1993); and Epistemology of the Closet (California, 1990).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Butler:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Shame and Its Sisters: A
Silvan Tomkins Reader will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Agustin Byler:

Here thing why this specific Shame and Its Sisters: A Silvan Tomkins Reader are different and reliable to be



yours. First of all examining abook is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which isthe
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Shame and Its Sisters: A Silvan Tomkins Reader giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with Shame and Its Sisters: A Silvan Tomkins Reader. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open
up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.

Y ou can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are
having difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of Shame and Its Sisters: A Silvan Tomkins
Reader in e-book can be your substitute.

Christopher Hill:

Y ou can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Shame and Its Sisters: A Silvan
Tomkins Reader is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. Itis
make you better to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Penny Ridley:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Shame and Its Sisters: A Silvan Tomkins Reader was filled with regardsto
science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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