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Debra A. Moddelmog offers the first book to explore fully the process of reading
and interpreting myth in fiction.

Some literary scholars view myth criticism as passé, an approach to literature that
enjoyed a heyday in the l950s and 1960s before being replaced by approaches
that are considered to be more theoretically sophisticated and satisfying, such as
feminism, new historicism, and deconstruction. Moddelmog argues that there are
many good reasons not to cast out myth criticism from the community of critical
approaches. Most obvious among them is that myth has attracted many writers of
this century—from James Joyce to Thomas Pynchon, Virginia Woolf to Flannery
O’Connor, Thomas Mann to Alain Robbe-Grillet, William Faulkner to Alberto
Moravia—and that to ignore myth is to dismiss an essential part of their work.
Moddelmog suggests that by reconstruing the relationship between myth and
literature, we will find that mythic approaches are frequently not only necessary
but also highly stimulating, engaging readers in many varieties of questions,
quests, and conclusions.

Thus in this study she provides a poetics for myth in twentieth-century fiction,
arguing that the nature of myth is to inspire interpretation, that every myth carries
with it an intertextual body of theories regarding its meaning and yet remains
capable of evoking new meaning. When used in fiction, myth therefore functions
like a language, with the reader attempting to negotiate meaning for the myth or
its key actions, its mythemes, while at the same time responding to the
interpretive cues of the text itself. Because of the complicated demands placed on
readers by both the myth and the text, readers who pursue myth in fiction are not
simple translators or reactors but rather are participants in a dialogue involving
numerous texts, a dialogue that is finally interminable.

In support of the poetics she proposes, Moddelmog presents several chapters
devoted to the study of twentieth-century fiction in which the Oedipus myth
appears. Each chapter focuses on a specific interpretative issue that is related to
the experience of reading myth in fiction but one that also examines a genre of
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fiction in which the Oedipus myth recurs. Chapter 3 (on the science fiction of H.
G. Wells, Jules Verne, Philip José Farmer, Philip K. Dick, and Roger Zelazny)
reveals not only how a single mytheme can evoke a complex reading process but
also how each reading of a work containing a myth influences the next reading of
a similar work. Chapter 4 (on antidetective works written by Alain Robbe-Grillet,
Michel Butor, and Thomas Pynchon) addresses genre questions that the mytheme
as structural unit calls forth. Chapter 5 (on psychological fiction written by
Flannery O’Connor, Alberto Moravia, and Max Frisch) looks at the appropriation
of the Oedipus myth by psychoanalysis and the consequences of that
appropriation by those who are reading and writing after Freud.
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Some literary scholars view myth criticism as passé, an approach to literature that enjoyed a heyday in the
l950s and 1960s before being replaced by approaches that are considered to be more theoretically
sophisticated and satisfying, such as feminism, new historicism, and deconstruction. Moddelmog argues that
there are many good reasons not to cast out myth criticism from the community of critical approaches. Most
obvious among them is that myth has attracted many writers of this century—from James Joyce to Thomas
Pynchon, Virginia Woolf to Flannery O’Connor, Thomas Mann to Alain Robbe-Grillet, William Faulkner to
Alberto Moravia—and that to ignore myth is to dismiss an essential part of their work. Moddelmog suggests
that by reconstruing the relationship between myth and literature, we will find that mythic approaches are
frequently not only necessary but also highly stimulating, engaging readers in many varieties of questions,
quests, and conclusions.

Thus in this study she provides a poetics for myth in twentieth-century fiction, arguing that the nature of
myth is to inspire interpretation, that every myth carries with it an intertextual body of theories regarding its
meaning and yet remains capable of evoking new meaning. When used in fiction, myth therefore functions
like a language, with the reader attempting to negotiate meaning for the myth or its key actions, its
mythemes, while at the same time responding to the interpretive cues of the text itself. Because of the
complicated demands placed on readers by both the myth and the text, readers who pursue myth in fiction
are not simple translators or reactors but rather are participants in a dialogue involving numerous texts, a
dialogue that is finally interminable.

In support of the poetics she proposes, Moddelmog presents several chapters devoted to the study of
twentieth-century fiction in which the Oedipus myth appears. Each chapter focuses on a specific
interpretative issue that is related to the experience of reading myth in fiction but one that also examines a
genre of fiction in which the Oedipus myth recurs. Chapter 3 (on the science fiction of H. G. Wells, Jules
Verne, Philip José Farmer, Philip K. Dick, and Roger Zelazny) reveals not only how a single mytheme can
evoke a complex reading process but also how each reading of a work containing a myth influences the next
reading of a similar work. Chapter 4 (on antidetective works written by Alain Robbe-Grillet, Michel Butor,
and Thomas Pynchon) addresses genre questions that the mytheme as structural unit calls forth. Chapter 5
(on psychological fiction written by Flannery O’Connor, Alberto Moravia, and Max Frisch) looks at the
appropriation of the Oedipus myth by psychoanalysis and the consequences of that appropriation by those
who are reading and writing after Freud.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Debra A. Moddelmog is an associate professor of English at Ohio State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Gomez:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Readers and Mythic Signs: The
Oedipus Myth in Twentieth-Century Fiction will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or ideal book with you?

Jesus Gilbert:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Readers and Mythic Signs: The Oedipus Myth
in Twentieth-Century Fiction guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Readers
and Mythic Signs: The Oedipus Myth in Twentieth-Century Fiction as good book not simply by the cover
but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Linda Henderson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Readers and Mythic Signs: The Oedipus Myth in
Twentieth-Century Fiction was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Readers
and Mythic Signs: The Oedipus Myth in Twentieth-Century Fiction has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.



Nancy Brown:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Readers and Mythic Signs: The Oedipus Myth in Twentieth-Century Fiction we can acquire
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
book Readers and Mythic Signs: The Oedipus Myth in Twentieth-Century Fiction. You can more desirable
than now.
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