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This study of perception and misperception in foreign policy was a landmark in
the application of cognitive psychology to political decision making. The New
York Times called it, in an article published nearly ten years after the book's
appearance, "the seminal statement of principles underlying political
psychology."

The perspective established by Jervis remains an important counterpoint to
structural explanations of international politics, and from it has developed a large
literature on the psychology of leaders and the problems of decision making
under conditions of incomplete information, stress, and cognitive bias.

Jervis begins by describing the process of perception (for example, how decision
makers learn from history) and then explores common forms of misperception
(such as overestimating one's influence). Finally, he tests his ideas through a
number of important events in international relations from nineteenth- and
twentieth-century European history.

In a contemporary application of Jervis's ideas, some argue that Saddam Hussein
invaded Kuwait in 1990 in part because he misread the signals of American
leaders with regard to the independence of Kuwait. Also, leaders of the United
States and Iraq in the run-up to the most recent Gulf War might have been
operating under cognitive biases that made them value certain kinds of
information more than others, whether or not the information was true. Jervis
proved that, once a leader believed something, that perception would influence
the way the leader perceived all other relevant information.
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This study of perception and misperception in foreign policy was a landmark in the application of cognitive
psychology to political decision making. The New York Times called it, in an article published nearly ten
years after the book's appearance, "the seminal statement of principles underlying political psychology."

The perspective established by Jervis remains an important counterpoint to structural explanations of
international politics, and from it has developed a large literature on the psychology of leaders and the
problems of decision making under conditions of incomplete information, stress, and cognitive bias.

Jervis begins by describing the process of perception (for example, how decision makers learn from history)
and then explores common forms of misperception (such as overestimating one's influence). Finally, he tests
his ideas through a number of important events in international relations from nineteenth- and twentieth-
century European history.

In a contemporary application of Jervis's ideas, some argue that Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait in 1990 in
part because he misread the signals of American leaders with regard to the independence of Kuwait. Also,
leaders of the United States and Iraq in the run-up to the most recent Gulf War might have been operating
under cognitive biases that made them value certain kinds of information more than others, whether or not
the information was true. Jervis proved that, once a leader believed something, that perception would
influence the way the leader perceived all other relevant information.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Penrose:

The book Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard
University) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Perception and Misperception in International
Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard University) being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a book Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for
International Affairs, Harvard University). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Daniel Pitts:

The book Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard
University) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
great thing like a book Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International
Affairs, Harvard University)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard
University) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Dolores Albert:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Perception and Misperception in International
Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard University) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.



Frances Pierce:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is actually Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard
University).
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