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An analytical schism has developed over differing assessments of China’s
military modernization. Underlying this debate are at least two key questions.
First, will the ongoing China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) modernization
provide China with significant offensive power projection and/or preemptive
capability? If so, by when? Second, does the pace and success of China’s military
modernization constitute a threat to the United States and/or its friends and allies
in the Asia-Pacific region? At the source of these differing views on the pace and
likely success of the PLA modernization is a lack of hard evidence, aggravated
by a Chinese tendency to conceal both strengths and weaknesses. There are also
analysts who are locked into positions on the PLA that the evidence seems
unable to alter. Lack of information is often muddied by anecdotal knowledge,
sometimes provided by Chinese interlocutors, that may be impossible to confirm
or refute. In addition, a large body of conventional wisdom about the PLA has
built up over time, which may inhibit fresh reassessment. Finally, peer
comparisons of the PLA to the U.S. military, which is without equal in the post-
Cold War period, may shape analysis of the PLA’s capabilities and shortfalls. As
a result, conclusions about China’s military modernization often leave
considerable room for interpretation on any side of an argument. The policy
decisions made today based in part on the absence of hard analysis will likely
haunt U.S. and allied policy and interests well into the 21st century, as China’s
comprehensive strength and historic aspirations mature. In order to minimize
miscalculations about the PLA modernization, debate is essential, for it can help
reduce the twin analytical evils of overestimation and underestimation. Debate
can reduce wishful thinking or demonization about China’s strategic capability
and intentions. It may also preclude counterproductive self-imposed constraints
on U.S. policy options based on fear of self-fulfilling prophecies of a China
threat. Active debate, finally, can lead to a reevaluation of old, well-worn
assumptions, and spur greater exploitation of publicly available information
about the PLA and China’s national security. All of this would potentially help to
develop a clearer picture of China’s People’s Liberation Army After Next into
the 21st century.
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Underlying this debate are at least two key questions. First, will the ongoing China’s People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) modernization provide China with significant offensive power projection and/or preemptive
capability? If so, by when? Second, does the pace and success of China’s military modernization constitute a
threat to the United States and/or its friends and allies in the Asia-Pacific region? At the source of these
differing views on the pace and likely success of the PLA modernization is a lack of hard evidence,
aggravated by a Chinese tendency to conceal both strengths and weaknesses. There are also analysts who are
locked into positions on the PLA that the evidence seems unable to alter. Lack of information is often
muddied by anecdotal knowledge, sometimes provided by Chinese interlocutors, that may be impossible to
confirm or refute. In addition, a large body of conventional wisdom about the PLA has built up over time,
which may inhibit fresh reassessment. Finally, peer comparisons of the PLA to the U.S. military, which is
without equal in the post-Cold War period, may shape analysis of the PLA’s capabilities and shortfalls. As a
result, conclusions about China’s military modernization often leave considerable room for interpretation on
any side of an argument. The policy decisions made today based in part on the absence of hard analysis will
likely haunt U.S. and allied policy and interests well into the 21st century, as China’s comprehensive
strength and historic aspirations mature. In order to minimize miscalculations about the PLA modernization,
debate is essential, for it can help reduce the twin analytical evils of overestimation and underestimation.
Debate can reduce wishful thinking or demonization about China’s strategic capability and intentions. It may
also preclude counterproductive self-imposed constraints on U.S. policy options based on fear of self-
fulfilling prophecies of a China threat. Active debate, finally, can lead to a reevaluation of old, well-worn
assumptions, and spur greater exploitation of publicly available information about the PLA and China’s
national security. All of this would potentially help to develop a clearer picture of China’s People’s
Liberation Army After Next into the 21st century.
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From reader reviews:

Barry Houde:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled People's Liberation Army After Next. Try to face the book People's
Liberation Army After Next as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need
to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Ruth Irizarry:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject People's
Liberation Army After Next suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The book untitled People's Liberation Army After Nextis a single of several books this everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter
the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Lea Wheeler:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled People's Liberation Army After Next can be fine book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Dennis Gaines:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day



to reading a reserve. The book People's Liberation Army After Next it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.
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