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With Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook, readers of English can now access in
a single volume the richness and diversity of Japanese philosophy as it has
developed throughout history. Leading scholars in the field have translated
selections from the writings of more than a hundred philosophical thinkers from
all eras and schools of thought, many of them available in English for the first
time.

The Sourcebook editors have set out to represent the entire Japanese
philosophical tradition?not only the broad spectrum of academic philosophy
dating from the introduction of Western philosophy in the latter part of the
nineteenth century, but also the philosophical ideas of major Japanese traditions
of Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shinto. The philosophical significance of each
tradition is laid out in an extensive overview, and each selection is accompanied
by a brief biographical sketch of its author and helpful information on placing the
work in its proper context. The bulk of the supporting material, which comprises
nearly a quarter of the volume, is given to original interpretive essays on topics
not explicitly covered in other chapters: cultural identity, samurai thought,
women philosophers, aesthetics, bioethics.

An introductory chapter provides a historical overview of Japanese philosophy
and a discussion of the Japanese debate over defining the idea of philosophy,
both of which help explain the rationale behind the design of the Sourcebook. An
exhaustive glossary of technical terminology, a chronology of authors, and a
thematic index are appended. Specialists will find information related to original
sources and sinographs for Japanese names and terms in a comprehensive
bibliography and general index.

Handsomely presented and clearly organized for ease of use, Japanese
Philosophy: A Sourcebook will be a cornerstone in Japanese studies for decades
to come. It will be an essential reference for anyone interested in traditional or
contemporary Japanese culture and the way it has shaped and been shaped by its
great thinkers over the centuries.
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With Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook, readers of English can now access in a single volume the richness
and diversity of Japanese philosophy as it has developed throughout history. Leading scholars in the field
have translated selections from the writings of more than a hundred philosophical thinkers from all eras and
schools of thought, many of them available in English for the first time.

The Sourcebook editors have set out to represent the entire Japanese philosophical tradition?not only the
broad spectrum of academic philosophy dating from the introduction of Western philosophy in the latter part
of the nineteenth century, but also the philosophical ideas of major Japanese traditions of Buddhism,
Confucianism, and Shinto. The philosophical significance of each tradition is laid out in an extensive
overview, and each selection is accompanied by a brief biographical sketch of its author and helpful
information on placing the work in its proper context. The bulk of the supporting material, which comprises
nearly a quarter of the volume, is given to original interpretive essays on topics not explicitly covered in
other chapters: cultural identity, samurai thought, women philosophers, aesthetics, bioethics.

An introductory chapter provides a historical overview of Japanese philosophy and a discussion of the
Japanese debate over defining the idea of philosophy, both of which help explain the rationale behind the
design of the Sourcebook. An exhaustive glossary of technical terminology, a chronology of authors, and a
thematic index are appended. Specialists will find information related to original sources and sinographs for
Japanese names and terms in a comprehensive bibliography and general index.

Handsomely presented and clearly organized for ease of use, Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook will be a
cornerstone in Japanese studies for decades to come. It will be an essential reference for anyone interested in
traditional or contemporary Japanese culture and the way it has shaped and been shaped by its great thinkers
over the centuries.
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Editorial Review

Review
An outstanding sourcebook for all those interested in Japanese philosophy, as well as religious thought,
social ideology, and artistic expressions stemming from the classical (Heian) and medieval ( Kamakura)
through the early modern (Tokugawa) and modern (Meiji and post-Meiji) periods. . . . All readers of
Japanese Philosophy will greatly benefit from and be gratified in finding authoritative versions of
philosophical materials, offered in a creative, cross-thematic and historically based fashion. The reader may
already be familiar with some of these resources, but may wish to reference or cite them anew, while other
sections will provide original translations of philosophers with whom many readers may not yet be familiar
or have not previously had an opportunity to reflect upon in depth or view in historical perspective. The
Thematic Index is one of the excellent tools that will enable the reader to navigate a path through over twelve
hundred years of philosophical writing in Japan.-- "Philosophy East & West"

This massive tome will stand for the forseeable future as the gold standard for comprehensive treatment of
all matters of Japanese philosophy. The three editors, all significant names within this small but growing
subfield, have assembled an impressive group of established and up-and-coming scholars to translate and
provide introductions to each entry, resulting in a readable sourcebook remarkable in both scope and acuity
of analysis. . . . Essential.-- "Choice"

Review
An outstanding sourcebook for all those interested in Japanese philosophy, as well as religious thought,
social ideology, and artistic expressions stemming from the classical (Heian) and medieval ( Kamakura)
through the early modern (Tokugawa) and modern (Meiji and post-Meiji) periods. . . . All readers of
Japanese Philosophy will greatly benefit from and be gratified in finding authoritative versions of
philosophical materials, offered in a creative, cross-thematic and historically based fashion. The reader may
already be familiar with some of these resources, but may wish to reference or cite them anew, while other
sections will provide original translations of philosophers with whom many readers may not yet be familiar
or have not previously had an opportunity to reflect upon in depth or view in historical perspective. The
Thematic Index is one of the excellent tools that will enable the reader to navigate a path through over twelve
hundred years of philosophical writing in Japan. (Philosophy East & West)

This massive tome will stand for the forseeable future as the gold standard for comprehensive treatment of
all matters of Japanese philosophy. The three editors, all significant names within this small but growing
subfield, have assembled an impressive group of established and up-and-coming scholars to translate and
provide introductions to each entry, resulting in a readable sourcebook remarkable in both scope and acuity
of analysis. . . . Essential. (Choice)
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James W. Heisig is a permanent research fellow at the Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture in Nagoya,
Japan.

Thomas P. Kasulis is University Distinguished Scholar and Professor Emeritus in Comparative Studies at
the Ohio State University, where he has taught in the departments of comparative studies, philosophy, and
East Asian studies.



John C. Maraldo is distinguished professor of philosophy emeritus at the University of North Florida.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gayle Collins:

The event that you get from Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and
Culture) will be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Japanese Philosophy:
A Sourcebook (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read it because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this specific Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Nanzan
Library of Asian Religion and Culture) instantly.

Matthew Williams:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get before. The Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Nanzan Library of Asian
Religion and Culture) giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Brandon Adams:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion
and Culture) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

John Montes:

This Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) is completely new
way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little



digest in reading this Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture)
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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