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Love it or hate it, the five-paragraph essay is perhaps the most frequently taught
form of writing in classrooms of yesterday and today. But have you ever actually
seen five-paragraph essays outside of school walls? Have you ever found it in
business writing, journalism, nonfiction, or any other genres that exist in the real
world? Kimberly Hill Campbell and Kristi Latimer reviewed the research on the
effectiveness of the form as a teaching tool and discovered that the research does
not support the five-paragraph formula. In fact, research shows that the formula
restricts creativity, emphasizes structure rather than content, does not improve
standardized test scores, inadequately prepares students for college writing, and
results in vapid writing. In Beyond the Five-Paragraph Essay, Kimberly and
Kristi show you how to reclaim the literary essay and create a program that
encourages thoughtful writing in response to literature. They provide numerous
strategies that stimulate student thinking, value unique insight, and encourage
lively, personal writing, including the following:

Close reading (which is the basis for writing about literature)●

Low-stakes writing options that support students' thinking as they read●

Collaboration in support of discussion, debate, and organizational structures●

that support writing as exploration
A focus on students' writing process as foundational to content development●

and structure
The use of model texts to write in the form of the literature students are reading●

and analyzing

The goal of reading and writing about literature is to push and challenge our
students' thinking. We want students to know that their writing can convey
something important: a unique view to share, defend, prove, delight, discover,
and inspire. If we want our students to be more engaged, skilled writers, we need
to move beyond the five-paragraph essay.
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Love it or hate it, the five-paragraph essay is perhaps the most frequently taught form of writing in
classrooms of yesterday and today. But have you ever actually seen five-paragraph essays outside of school
walls? Have you ever found it in business writing, journalism, nonfiction, or any other genres that exist in the
real world? Kimberly Hill Campbell and Kristi Latimer reviewed the research on the effectiveness of the
form as a teaching tool and discovered that the research does not support the five-paragraph formula. In fact,
research shows that the formula restricts creativity, emphasizes structure rather than content, does not
improve standardized test scores, inadequately prepares students for college writing, and results in vapid
writing. In Beyond the Five-Paragraph Essay, Kimberly and Kristi show you how to reclaim the literary
essay and create a program that encourages thoughtful writing in response to literature. They provide
numerous strategies that stimulate student thinking, value unique insight, and encourage lively, personal
writing, including the following:

Close reading (which is the basis for writing about literature)●

Low-stakes writing options that support students' thinking as they read●

Collaboration in support of discussion, debate, and organizational structures that support writing as●

exploration
A focus on students' writing process as foundational to content development and structure●

The use of model texts to write in the form of the literature students are reading and analyzing●

The goal of reading and writing about literature is to push and challenge our students' thinking. We want
students to know that their writing can convey something important: a unique view to share, defend, prove,
delight, discover, and inspire. If we want our students to be more engaged, skilled writers, we need to move
beyond the five-paragraph essay.
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Editorial Review

Review
Teachers discouraged by the lack of original thought and creativity in student writing will value Campbell
and Latimer s insightful book for providing a process, plan and alternative writing formats that breathe life
back into student writing. --MiddleWeb

It provides keys to producing creative writing outside the formula box, and is a fine primer for any educator's
collection. --Midwest Book Review

They offer strategies and suggestions for facilitating thoughtful reading, creative writing, and critical
thinking. --Book News

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Hartwick:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Beyond the Five Paragraph Essay.

Don Morris:

In other case, little folks like to read book Beyond the Five Paragraph Essay. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Beyond the Five
Paragraph Essay. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Bernice Capps:

Here thing why this kind of Beyond the Five Paragraph Essay are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. Beyond the Five Paragraph Essay giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Beyond the Five Paragraph Essay. It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which



is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Beyond the Five Paragraph Essay in e-book can be your substitute.

Mandy Jackson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Beyond the Five Paragraph Essay why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.
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