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Writing letters to powerful people to win their favor and garner rewards such as
political office, tax relief, and recommendations was an institution in
Renaissance Florence; the practice was an important tool for those seeking social
mobility, security, and recognition by others. In this detailed study of political
and social patronage in fifteenth-century Florence, Paul D. McLean shows that
patronage was much more than a pursuit of specific rewards. It was also a pursuit
of relationships and of a self defined in relation to others. To become
independent in Renaissance Florence, one first had to become connected. With
The Art of the Network, McLean fills a gap in sociological scholarship by tracing
the historical antecedents of networking and examining the concept of self that
accompanies it. His analysis of patronage opens into a critique of contemporary
theories about social networks and social capital, and an exploration of the
sociological meaning of “culture.”

McLean scrutinized thousands of letters to and from Renaissance Florentines. He
describes the social protocols the letters reveal, paying particular attention to the
means by which Florentines crafted credible presentations of themselves. The
letters, McLean contends, testify to the development not only of new forms of
self-presentation but also of a new kind of self to be presented: an emergent,
“modern” conception of self as an autonomous agent. They also bring to the fore
the importance that their writers attached to concepts of honor, and the ways that
they perceived themselves in relation to the Florentine state.
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Writing letters to powerful people to win their favor and garner rewards such as political office, tax relief,
and recommendations was an institution in Renaissance Florence; the practice was an important tool for
those seeking social mobility, security, and recognition by others. In this detailed study of political and social
patronage in fifteenth-century Florence, Paul D. McLean shows that patronage was much more than a pursuit
of specific rewards. It was also a pursuit of relationships and of a self defined in relation to others. To
become independent in Renaissance Florence, one first had to become connected. With The Art of the
Network, McLean fills a gap in sociological scholarship by tracing the historical antecedents of networking
and examining the concept of self that accompanies it. His analysis of patronage opens into a critique of
contemporary theories about social networks and social capital, and an exploration of the sociological
meaning of “culture.”

McLean scrutinized thousands of letters to and from Renaissance Florentines. He describes the social
protocols the letters reveal, paying particular attention to the means by which Florentines crafted credible
presentations of themselves. The letters, McLean contends, testify to the development not only of new forms
of self-presentation but also of a new kind of self to be presented: an emergent, “modern” conception of self
as an autonomous agent. They also bring to the fore the importance that their writers attached to concepts of
honor, and the ways that they perceived themselves in relation to the Florentine state.

The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics,
History, and Culture) By Paul D. McLean Bibliography

Sales Rank: #696450 in Books●

Brand: Brand: Duke University Press Books●

Published on: 2007-12-07●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.22" h x .71" w x 6.33" l, .96 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

304 pages●

 Download The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and ...pdf

 Read Online The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction an ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822341174
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822341174
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822341174
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822341174
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822341174
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822341174
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822341174
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822341174


Download and Read Free Online The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in
Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) By Paul D. McLean

Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Teresa Howard:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction
and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Sara Love:

The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and
Culture) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word
into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in
Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Elizabeth Givens:

The book untitled The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence
(Politics, History, and Culture) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy
means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea.
The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice study.

Fannie Vincent:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has



been exactly added. This guide The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance
Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you
know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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