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Offering a new queer theorization of melodrama, Jonathan Goldberg explores the
ways melodramatic film and literature provide an aesthetics of impossibility.
Focused on the notion of what Douglas Sirk termed the "impossible situation" in
melodrama, such as impasses in sexual relations that are not simply reflections of
social taboo and prohibitions, Goldberg pursues films by Rainer Werner
Fassbinder and Todd Haynes that respond to Sirk's prompt. His analysis hones in
on melodrama's original definition--a form combining music and drama--as he
explores the use of melodrama in Beethoven's opera Fidelio, films by Alfred
Hitchcock, and fiction by Willa Cather and Patricia Highsmith, including her
Ripley novels. Goldberg illuminates how music and sound provide queer ways to
promote identifications that exceed the bounds of the identity categories meant to
regulate social life. The interaction of musical, dramatic, and visual elements
gives melodrama its indeterminacy, making it resistant to normative forms of
value and a powerful tool for creating new potentials. 
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Editorial Review

Review

"Melodrama is a major work that offers a superbly original way of thinking queerness, impossibility, and
melodrama together. Exploring the insistence of nonidentity in the melodramatic mode, Jonathan Goldberg
reads texts by Beethoven, Sirk, Fassbinder, Haynes, Hitchcock, Highsmith, Cather, and Davies to show how
melodrama, by confronting limitation, reveals that nothing is only what it seems: other readings are always
available; other potentialities always inhere. Beautifully elaborated, theoretically pointed, and intellectually
provocative, Melodrama gives thought in constant motion a chance to take center stage."
(Lee Edelman, author of No Future: Queer Theory and the Death Drive)

"Jonathan Goldberg is always interesting and always incisive. In this wide-ranging and powerfully
revisionist study he tracks the melodramatic form across music, film, fiction, and television, from Fidelio to
The Wire. His suggestive readings show how melodrama’s rhetoric of moral peril generates queer energy and
brings about 'an aesthetics of the impossible situation.'"
(Michael Warner, author of Publics and Counterpublics)

"Apropos of his homo-topics, Goldberg writes beautifully, in prose vulnerable and oppositional that elevates
academic vernacular to a higher aesthetic plane.... Lucky for us, Goldberg’s decided we can’t have our
Hitchcock without our Highsmith, and aren’t they a lovely pair. He writes about music in Hitchcock
(something rarely considered) and explores how Highsmith thematizes music in her novels.... [Y]ou will
trust Goldberg’s fast-paced, suspenseful ekphrasis and delight in reliving these extraordinary reversals on the
page."
 
(Maxe Crandall Lambda Literary Review 2017-04-08)

About the Author

Jonathan Goldberg is Arts and Sciences Distinguished Professor of English at Emory University and the
author of several books, most recently Strangers on a Train: A Queer Film Classic. He is also the author of
Willa Cather and Others and editor of Queering the Renaissance, both also published by Duke University
Press.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Howard:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Melodrama: An Aesthetics of Impossibility (Theory Q).



Todd Jacob:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Melodrama: An Aesthetics of
Impossibility (Theory Q) to read.

John Thornton:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Melodrama: An
Aesthetics of Impossibility (Theory Q) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled Melodrama: An Aesthetics of Impossibility (Theory Q)is the one of
several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world on this book.

Wanda Riddle:

The actual book Melodrama: An Aesthetics of Impossibility (Theory Q) will bring you to the new experience
of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new
book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Melodrama: An Aesthetics of Impossibility (Theory
Q) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.
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