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Distinguished French immunologist and physician Patrice Debré offers an
extensive, balanced, and detailed account of Louis Pasteur's life, struggles, and
contributions. Drawing heavily on Pasteur's own scientific notebooks and
writings, Debré presents a complete critical account of his discoveries and the
controversies they raised with other scientists and occasionally with his closest
associates.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Louis Pasteur was more than just a man; in the words of his latest biographer he was "a living symbol,
embodying both science and France." That's a pretty heavy assessment, but coming from respected French
immunologist Patrice Debre, it's certainly credible. Written for the centenary of Pasteur's death, this book is a
comprehensive, insightful examination of his life and work, made far more interesting and accessible by the
author's natural flair for describing the details of scientific research with simple, compelling prose.

Though it is fashionable to undermine the posthumous reputations of our heroes (and many have gone to
work on Pasteur), Debre finds greater value in acknowledging Pasteur's obstinacy and possible data fudging
within the much-broader context of the man's incredibly successful working life. By his insistence on
practically applying science to real problems, he helped further France's silk and wine industries and greatly
reduced the harm of such diseases as anthrax, cholera, and rabies. With all that--and more--to his credit, it
seems hardly worthwhile to complain that he may have predetermined some of his experimental results or
harbored unreasonable anti-German sentiments, and Debre refuses to judge Pasteur on anything less than his
entire life. On that scale, his heroism is beyond doubt. --Rob Lightner

From Library Journal
Biographers are like the characters in the classic Japanese film Rashomon, who each reveal one aspect of the
truth when recounting the same event from their unique perspective. Like Gerald Geison's revisionist and
controversial The Private Science of Louis Pasteur (LJ 5/1/95), Debr?'s biography was written to mark the
centenary of Pasteur's death in 1895. Unlike Geison, who is a historian, Debr? is a practicing scientist, the
head of the Immunology Laboratory at the Piti?-Saltp?ti?re Hospital in Paris, and director of a research unit
associated with the French National Center for Scientific Research. Drawing heavily on Pasteur's own
notebooks and writing, Debr? provides a counterpoint to Geison's book, which had charged Pasteur with
scientific misconduct. Writing in an engaging style, he has created a balanced and detailed account of
Pasteur's personal and professional life. Debr? clearly understands the difficulties of trying to get one's peers
to accept changes to established procedures and practices even when science supports these changes. Highly
recommended for undergraduate, graduate, and general readers.AJames Olson, Northeastern Illinois Univ.
Lib., Chicago
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Scientific American
Trained in physics and chemistry, beginning his career as a teacher of those subjects and a researcher in
crystallography, Pasteur (1822-1895) as a young man would not have seemed likely to make an international
reputation in medical research. But he did, and Debré in this fine biography traces the steps in the transition
and illuminates Pasteur's many achievements in the field. Debré sees Pasteur's paper of 1857 on lactic
fermentation as "the birth certificate of microbiology" and his later work on vaccines as "the birth of a new
discipline," namely, immunology. "The Pasteurian revolution," Debré writes, "created a close link between
theory and practice. It became clear that medicine could no longer do without science and that hospitals must
no longer be mere hospices."

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Angel Garcia:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Louis
Pasteur? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Denise Lee:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Louis Pasteur is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Marylou Beauregard:

This Louis Pasteur are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Louis Pasteur can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this Louis Pasteur giving you an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Tyler Dean:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Louis Pasteur can be the reply, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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