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Abu Abdalla Ibn Battuta (1304-1354) was one of the greatest travelers of pre-
modern times. He traveled to Black Africa twice. He reported about the wealthy,
multi-cultural trading centers at the African East coast, such as Mombasa and
Kilwa, and the warm hospitality he experienced in Mogadishu. He also visited
the court of Mansa Musa and neighboring states during its period of prosperity
from mining and the Trans-Saharan trade. He wrote disapprovingly of sexual
integration in families and of hostility towards the white man. Ibn Battuta's
description is a unique document of the high culture, pride, and independence of
Black African states in the fourteenth century. This book is one of the most
important documents about Black Africa written by a non-European medieval
historian.
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Abu Abdalla Ibn Battuta (1304-1354) was one of the greatest travelers of pre-modern times. He traveled to
Black Africa twice. He reported about the wealthy, multi-cultural trading centers at the African East coast,
such as Mombasa and Kilwa, and the warm hospitality he experienced in Mogadishu. He also visited the
court of Mansa Musa and neighboring states during its period of prosperity from mining and the Trans-
Saharan trade. He wrote disapprovingly of sexual integration in families and of hostility towards the white
man. Ibn Battuta's description is a unique document of the high culture, pride, and independence of Black
African states in the fourteenth century. This book is one of the most important documents about Black
Africa written by a non-European medieval historian.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Everybody knows the names of European explorers such as Marco Polo and Christopher Columbus, but how
many have heard of Ibn Battuta? This intrepid North African scholar first set out for Mecca in the year 1325
A.D. and became so smitten with life on the road that he just kept traveling for the next 29 years. Though
Mecca was the object of most of his journeys, Ibn Battuta took different routes each time and thus managed
to visit such far-flung places as the Maldive Islands, northern Turkey, and southern China. Ibn Battuta twice
traveled south of the Sahara, once visiting the coast of East Africa during a voyage back to Morocco from
Arabia, and once journeying to Mali by camel caravan--his last recorded adventure. As with all his journeys,
Ibn Battuta kept a detailed account of the places he visited and the people he met. In Ibn Battuta in Black
Africa, editors Noel King and Said Hamdun have selected and translated many of Ibn Battuta's writings
about his travels in Africa. Anyone interested in the precolonial cultures that thrived in sub-Saharan Africa
will find this highly personal account of the private lives and public institutions of the peoples of 14th-
century East and West Africa fascinating reading.

Review
" . . . lively translation . . . outstanding introduction . . . appealing illustrations . . . useful maps. . . ." -- World
History Bulletin

". . lively translation . . . outstanding introduction . . . appealing illustrations . . . useful maps. . . ." -- World
History Bulletin

"This book provides much food for thought, combined with the simple pleasure of a good travel tale well
told." -- The Boston Globe

This book provides much food for thought, combined with the simple pleasure of a good travel tale well
told." -- The Boston Globe

Language Notes
Text: English, Arabic (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Ibn Battuta in Black Africa. Try to stumble through book Ibn Battuta
in Black Africa as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and
knowledge with this book.



William Todaro:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Ibn Battuta in Black
Africa suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Ibn Battuta in Black Africais the main one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Joan Marcial:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Ibn Battuta in Black Africa. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

David Gilbert:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Ibn Battuta in Black Africa when you required it?
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