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Based on over 150 interviews with journalists, readers, publishers, politicians,
administrators, and activists, as well as expert content analysis, this book tells the
ongoing story of the press in the Hindi heartland. Against the backdrop of the
relationship between press and society, author Sevanti Ninan describes the
emergence of a local public sphere; reinvention of the public sphere by the new
non-elite readership; the effect on politics, administration, and social activism;
the consequences of making newspapers reader rather than editor-led; the
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Editorial Review

Review
Sevanti Ninan`s remarkable book draws readers deep into the media revolution that is changing India.
Ninan`s sweeping research project, which takes her from small-town print shops across north India to the
share-markets of Mumbai, describes how Hindi-language newspapers are carrying politics and consumption
into towns and villages. Ninan mourns three things: the collapse of small, "printing-shop" newspapers,
obliterated by capitalist rivals; the demise of independent, "intellectual" editors, replaced by marketing
managers and pushy young members of the owners` families; and the loss of wider regional identities as
burgeoning newspapers become obsessed with village-well news. Yet rural people are drawn into political
participation and world awareness unknown to their parents. Ninan strives to connect her richly woven
stories into the larger pattern of media and newspaper development throughout the world in the past 200
years. This is a book for everyone interested in modern India, and in how print and capitalism shape
societies. (Robin Jeffrey)

This is a fascinating and richly textured study of the rise to influence and power of the Hindi press across
northern India. Basing herself on a huge amount of original research, yet wearing her learning lightly,
Sevanti Ninan deftly links the world of the journal (and journalist) to wider trends in politics and economics.
The developments that she narrates, with such verve and skill, have had a transformative impact on modern
India. Therefore, no student of Indian society, politics or history can afford to be without this book.
(Ramachandra Guha)

Headlines… is a must-read not just for those in the Hindi heartland, but for anybody who compulsively has a
newspaper, of any language, beside his morning cuppa. For the battles, lost and won in the Hindu belt, are
similar to those that newspapers of all languages are waging across the country.

(Daily News Analysis)

This Book is a valuable contribution to the study of media and society and required reading for anyone with
a serious interest in the way the market, media and society interact. The excerpts of interviews that pepper
the text remain with you long after you close the book.

(Book Review)

Sevanti`s book braids together painstakingly gathered journalistic information with the history of post-
Independence India. She argues her case with clarity and skill as she uncovers how Hindi journalism has
constantly mutated and grown in India. (Mrinal Pande)

This book delves into the Hindi newspaper revolution which has been kickstarted by a host of causes—rising
literacy rates, increasing political involvement, news channels and whetting appetites for news and
acceleration of panchayat level politics…. It is a valuable book for those working in the industry,
specifically, the Hindi newspaper industry and provides a detailed account of the dynamics taking place in
the industry. Well-researched and meticulously documented, the book highlights an important part of the



Indian media.

(Pitch)

Rarely do journalists focus inwards. But to her credit, Sevanti Ninan, in a brilliant exposition of the as-yet-
unfinished media revolution in the Hindi heartland, has for the first time focused on the growth and
increasing localization of news…. Anyone remotely interested in the transformation of rural communities
into avid news and views consumers would stand to profit immensely from Ninan’s well-researched study
dissecting threadbare the phenomenal growth of the Hindi newspapers since the early 90s.

(Afternoon Despatch & Courier)

A compelling book…on the role and growth of Hindi media across northern and central India…. The book
brings alive India’s ongoing Hindi newspaper revolution and studies its impact on politics, administration
and society with interesting examples. Set against the socio-economic and political changes in the
countryside, the book traces the flowering of journalism in unexpected and unorthodox ways.

(The Indian Express)

The story of newspapers going local…. Headlines from the Heartland is the first account of the changes
wrought by the newspaper revolution in India’s Hindi speaking states, looking at how they have localised
furiously as they race to compete for readership.

(The Financial Express)

Her latest book, ‘Headlines from the Heartland : Reinventing the Hindi Public Sphere’, has been described
by author and critic Robin Jeffery as a ‘remarkable… draws readers deep into the media revolution that is
changing India’.

(Indiaenews.com)

Rarely do journalists focus inwards.  But to her credit, Sevanti Ninan, in a brilliant exposition of the as-yet-
unfinished media revolution in the Hindi heartland, has for the first time focused on the growth and
increasing localization of news.

(Cybernoon.com)

It documents the changing face of Hindi journalism in post liberalization India, as well as the consequences
of newspaper localization for small town India.

(ndtv.com)

The author brings alive India’s ongoing Hindi newspaper revolution and its impact on politics,
administration and society.



(Deccan Herald, Bangalore)

Sevanti Ninan brilliantly brings alive India’s ongoing Hindi newspaper revolution, and its impact on politics,
administration and society.  Set against the socio economic and political changes in the countryside, it is a
remarkable story of how journalism flowered in unexpected and unorthodox ways, and colourful media
marketing unfurled in the Hindi heartland….  “a story of expansion, localization, fragmentation”….  Sachin
Pilot called it “trivialization of the newspaper”…. “Headlines from the Heartland”  as the first serious effort
to capture  the Hindi Press” not by a foreigner, but by an Indian….  “Ninan strives  to connect her richly 
woven stories into larger pattern of media and newspaper development throughout the world in the past 200
years.  This is a book for everyone interested in modern India, and in how print and capitalism shaper
societies.”….  Famous author and columnist Ramchandra Guha describes the book as “fascinating and richly
textured study of the rise to influence  and power of the Hindi press across northern India (yahoo.com)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Day:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Headlines From the Heartland: Reinventing the Hindi
Public Sphere. Try to stumble through book Headlines From the Heartland: Reinventing the Hindi Public
Sphere as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Mary Jones:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Headlines From the Heartland:
Reinventing the Hindi Public Sphere will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

James Smith:

Here thing why this particular Headlines From the Heartland: Reinventing the Hindi Public Sphere are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content
of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Headlines From the Heartland: Reinventing the Hindi
Public Sphere giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no guide that similar with Headlines From the Heartland: Reinventing the Hindi Public Sphere. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your



approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Headlines From the Heartland: Reinventing the Hindi Public Sphere in e-book can be your option.

Sylvia Ferland:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the
book Headlines From the Heartland: Reinventing the Hindi Public Sphere we can acquire more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Headlines
From the Heartland: Reinventing the Hindi Public Sphere. You can more attractive than now.
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