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Forensic Reports & Testimony: A Guide to Effective Communication for
Psychologists and Psychiatrists provides a roadmap for the mental health
professional who wants to provide consistently accurate, defensible, and useful
reports and testimony to the legal system. Authors Randy K. Otto, Richart L.
DeMier, and Marcus Boccaccini, recognized experts in the field, cover all aspects
of the process, including preparing affidavits and reports, preparing for
depositions, and testifying. 

Every written or spoken communication for the courts must be clear and precise,
and distinguish between facts, inferences, and opinions. This book uniquely:

•Shows the critical differences between forensic psychological reports and the
clinical reports psychologists and psychiatrists are accustomed to writing

•Includes and explains important maxims of forensic report writing, including
separating facts from inferences, focusing on offering expert opinions, explaining
why you think what you think, and connecting the dots between facts and
conclusions

•Provides numerous examples of experts’ testimony, affidavits, reports-with
commentary and critiques

Expert forensic work deserves to be presented in a clear, precise, and
understandable way so that it is useful to attorneys, judges, and juries.  Forensic
Reports & Testimony provides the guidelines and models forensic psychologists
and forensic psychiatrists need to make that happen.
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Forensic Reports & Testimony: A Guide to Effective Communication for Psychologists and Psychiatrists
provides a roadmap for the mental health professional who wants to provide consistently accurate,
defensible, and useful reports and testimony to the legal system. Authors Randy K. Otto, Richart L. DeMier,
and Marcus Boccaccini, recognized experts in the field, cover all aspects of the process, including preparing
affidavits and reports, preparing for depositions, and testifying. 

Every written or spoken communication for the courts must be clear and precise, and distinguish between
facts, inferences, and opinions. This book uniquely:

•Shows the critical differences between forensic psychological reports and the clinical reports psychologists
and psychiatrists are accustomed to writing

•Includes and explains important maxims of forensic report writing, including separating facts from
inferences, focusing on offering expert opinions, explaining why you think what you think, and connecting
the dots between facts and conclusions

•Provides numerous examples of experts’ testimony, affidavits, reports-with commentary and critiques

Expert forensic work deserves to be presented in a clear, precise, and understandable way so that it is useful
to attorneys, judges, and juries.  Forensic Reports & Testimony provides the guidelines and models forensic
psychologists and forensic psychiatrists need to make that happen.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Communication is the heart of forensic practice and this book provides a lot of heart. The authors cover
every aspect of the art of forensic communication from A to Z in an easily understood, concise way.
Forensic Reports and Testimony is a must-have book for trainees in forensic mental health and contains
much that will be of value to seasoned clinicians. I predict that this text will become the essential guide to
developing professional report writing and testifying skills in training programs in psychiatry and
psychology."
—Steven K. Hoge, MD, Clinical Professor; Director, Columbia-Cornell Forensic Psychiatry Fellowship
Program; Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, NY

"In this terrifically practical book, the authors define a scholarly foundation for forensic reports, a process for
conceptualizing and structuring them,  and excellent how-to guidance on report writing and testimony
preparation. They have made the subject come alive with many examples of good and bad reports and
testimony and show how transparency and acknowledgment of limitations serves both experts and the justice
system well."
—Stanley L. Brodsky, Ph.D., The University of Alabama

This is the best step by step guide to report writing coupled with research based, practical advice on how to
give effective testimony. It contains the crystalized wisdom of three leading forensic psychologists on how to
be persuasive while staying within the ethical guidelines for forensic psychologists and psychiatrists. The
authors provide multiple examples of sophisticated, nuanced responses to challenging cross examination
questions.
—Phillip J. Resnick, M.D. Professor of Psychiatry Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine

From the Back Cover

Forensic Reports & Testimony: A Guide to Effective Communication for Psychologists and Psychiatrists
provides a roadmap for the mental health professional who wants to provide accurate, defensible, and useful
reports and testimony to the legal system. Authors Randy K. Otto, Richart L. DeMier, and Marcus T.
Boccaccini, recognized experts in the field, cover all aspects of the process, including preparing reports,
affidavits, and exhibits; participating in depositions; and testifying in the courtroom. This book uniquely:

Distinguishes between report writing in forensic and therapeutic contexts●

Includes and explains important maxims of writing forensic reports and testifying, including identifying●

sources of information, distinguishing between facts and inferences, offering opinions that are truly expert,
and making one’s reasoning process clear to the decision maker
Provides numerous examples of experts’ affidavits, reports, and testimony–with commentary and critiques●

“In this terrifically practical book, the authors define a scholarly foundation for forensic reports, a process for
conceptualizing and structuring them, and excellent how-to guidance on report writing and testimony
preparation. They have made the subject come alive with many examples of good and bad reports and



testimony and show how transparency and acknowledgment of limitations serves both experts and the justice
system well.”
—Stanley L. Brodsky, PHD, The University of Alabama

“This is the best step-by-step guide to report writing coupled with research-based, practical advice on how to
give effective testimony. It contains the crystalized wisdom of three leading forensic psychologists on how to
be persuasive while staying within the ethical guidelines for forensic psychologists and psychiatrists. The
authors provide multiple examples of sophisticated, nuanced responses to challenging cross examination
questions.”
—Phillip J. Resnick, MD, Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jason Urso:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the guide untitled Forensic Reports and Testimony: A Guide to Effective
Communication for Psychologists and Psychiatrists can be great book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Bernard Walker:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like



comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Forensic Reports and Testimony: A
Guide to Effective Communication for Psychologists and Psychiatrists that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Forensic Reports
and Testimony: A Guide to Effective Communication for Psychologists and Psychiatrists become your
current starter.

Jennifer Ruiz:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be Forensic Reports and Testimony: A Guide to Effective Communication
for Psychologists and Psychiatrists why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Janet Baltimore:

You can get this Forensic Reports and Testimony: A Guide to Effective Communication for Psychologists
and Psychiatrists by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written
or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you
just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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