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Dorle Hellmuth argues that the nature of state responses to terrorism is shaped by
the particular governmental framework and process within which
counterterrorism measures are decided. Using four Western democracies as case
studies, Hellmuth measures effects of government structures on counterterrorism
decision-making processes and outcomes. In doing so, she examines how similar
or different the responses have been in four parliamentary and presidential
systems, and clears up common misperceptions about domestic counterterrorism
efforts on both sides of the Atlantic.

Each of Hellmuth's four case studies reviews the official constitutional powers
and informal relationships between executive and legislative branches, outlines
decision-making processes leading to counterterrorism policies and reforms since
9/11, and summarizes how structural factors influenced those processes. By
measuring and comparing structural effects, and by going beyond the common
U.S. and British focus to include counterterrorism decision-making in Germany
and France, Hellmuth shows that there are important similarities between those
governments designed to constrain executive power (Germany and the United
States) and those that facilitate executive power (France and Great Britain). Her
analysis further demonstrates that in presidential systems executive and
legislative branches have incentives to produce a steady stream of reforms, that
presidents have more opportunities than leaders of parliamentary systems to
expand their unilateral powers during times of crisis, and that choices designed to
strengthen presidential positions influence the direction, nature, and scope of
institutional reform.

Understanding the nature, scope, and trends of national decision-making
processes in Western democracies, Hellmuth contends, is imperative to
identifying new mechanisms for containing transnational terrorist networks
beyond national borders.
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Dorle Hellmuth argues that the nature of state responses to terrorism is shaped by the particular
governmental framework and process within which counterterrorism measures are decided. Using four
Western democracies as case studies, Hellmuth measures effects of government structures on
counterterrorism decision-making processes and outcomes. In doing so, she examines how similar or
different the responses have been in four parliamentary and presidential systems, and clears up common
misperceptions about domestic counterterrorism efforts on both sides of the Atlantic.

Each of Hellmuth's four case studies reviews the official constitutional powers and informal relationships
between executive and legislative branches, outlines decision-making processes leading to counterterrorism
policies and reforms since 9/11, and summarizes how structural factors influenced those processes. By
measuring and comparing structural effects, and by going beyond the common U.S. and British focus to
include counterterrorism decision-making in Germany and France, Hellmuth shows that there are important
similarities between those governments designed to constrain executive power (Germany and the United
States) and those that facilitate executive power (France and Great Britain). Her analysis further
demonstrates that in presidential systems executive and legislative branches have incentives to produce a
steady stream of reforms, that presidents have more opportunities than leaders of parliamentary systems to
expand their unilateral powers during times of crisis, and that choices designed to strengthen presidential
positions influence the direction, nature, and scope of institutional reform.

Understanding the nature, scope, and trends of national decision-making processes in Western democracies,
Hellmuth contends, is imperative to identifying new mechanisms for containing transnational terrorist
networks beyond national borders.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This excellent and well-written study is the first that analyzes and compares structural restraints on
counterterrorism responses in the U.S., Germany, Great Britain and France. For students of national security,
comparative politics and public policy this is a must read on how different governmental structures set the
parameters for the political debate on counterterrorism."—Harvey Rishikof, chair of the Advisory
Committee for the American Bar Association Standing Committee on Law and National Security

"Counterterrorism and the State is original in its focus on domestic governmental structures, presenting an
impressive and comprehensively researched comparative account of the development of national
counterterrorism policies after the attacks of 11 September 2001. It is needed and will be a welcome
contribution to the literature on comparative government."—Audrey Kurth Cronin, author of How Terrorism
Ends

About the Author
Dorle Hellmuth teaches politics at The Catholic University of America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pam Wright:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Counterterrorism
and the State: Western Responses to 9/11 suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Counterterrorism and the State: Western Responses to 9/11is the main one
of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world on this book.

Maryann Goldberg:

Exactly why? Because this Counterterrorism and the State: Western Responses to 9/11 is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give



you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Stacey Samuels:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Counterterrorism and the State: Western
Responses to 9/11 publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Counterterrorism and
the State: Western Responses to 9/11 as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is
one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Lawrence Woods:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Counterterrorism and the State: Western
Responses to 9/11 or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book,
any other book likes Counterterrorism and the State: Western Responses to 9/11 to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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