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In the Civil War era, Americans nearly unanimously accepted that humans
battled in a cosmic contest between good and evil and that God was directing
history toward its end. The concept of God's Providence and of millennialism --
Christian anticipations of the end of the world -- dominated religious thought in
the nineteenth century. During the tumultuous years immediately prior to, during,
and after the war, these ideas took on a greater importance as Americans
struggled with the unprecedented destruction and promise of the period.

Scholars of religion, literary critics, and especially historians have acknowledged
the presence of apocalyptic thought in the era, but until now, few studies have
taken the topic as their central focus or examined it from the antebellum period
through Reconstruction. By doing so, the essays in Apocalypse and the
Millennium in the American Civil War Era highlight the diverse waysin which
beliefs about the end times influenced nineteenth-century American lives,
including reform culture, the search for meaning amid the trials of war, and the
social transformation wrought by emancipation. Millennia zeal infused the labor
of reformers and explained their successes and failures as progress toward an
imminent Kingdom of God. Men and women in the North and South looked to
Providence to explain the causes and consequences of both victory and defeat,
and Americans, black and white, experienced the shock waves of emancipation
as either along-prophesied jubilee or a vengeful punishment. Religion fostered
division as well as union, the essays suggest, but while the nation tore itself apart
and tentatively stitched itself back together, Americans continued |ooking to
divine intervention to make meaning of the national apocalypse.

Contributors:Edward J. BlumRyan CordellZachary W. DresserJennifer
GraberMatthew HarperCharles F. IronsJoseph MooreRobert K. NelsonScott
Neshit Jason PhillipsNina Reid-MaroneyBen Wright
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In the Civil War era, Americans nearly unanimously accepted that humans battled in a cosmic contest
between good and evil and that God was directing history toward its end. The concept of God's Providence
and of millennialism -- Christian anticipations of the end of the world -- dominated religious thought in the
nineteenth century. During the tumultuous years immediately prior to, during, and after the war, these ideas
took on a greater importance as Americans struggled with the unprecedented destruction and promise of the
period.

Scholars of religion, literary critics, and especially historians have acknowledged the presence of apocalyptic
thought in the era, but until now, few studies have taken the topic as their central focus or examined it from
the antebellum period through Reconstruction. By doing so, the essays in Apocalypse and the Millennium in
the American Civil War Era highlight the diverse ways in which beliefs about the end times influenced
nineteenth-century American lives, including reform culture, the search for meaning amid the trials of war,
and the socia transformation wrought by emancipation. Millennial zeal infused the labor of reformers and
explained their successes and failures as progress toward an imminent Kingdom of God. Men and women in
the North and South looked to Providence to explain the causes and consequences of both victory and defeat,
and Americans, black and white, experienced the shock waves of emancipation as either along-prophesied
jubilee or avengeful punishment. Religion fostered division as well as union, the essays suggest, but while
the nation tore itself apart and tentatively stitched itself back together, Americans continued looking to
divine intervention to make meaning of the national apocalypse.

Contributors:Edward J. BlumRyan CordellZachary W. DresserJennifer GraberMatthew HarperCharles F.
IronsJoseph MooreRaobert K. NelsonScott Nesbit Jason PhillipsNina Reid-MaroneyBen Wright
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Ben Wright isa doctoral candidate in history at Rice University.

Zachary W. Dresser is visiting assistant professor in the department of religion and culture at Virginia Tech.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Linda Gaitan:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because all of thistime you only find guide that need more time to be learn.
Apocalypse and the Millennium in the American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds. New Dimensions of the
American Civil War) can be your answer asit can be read by you actually who have those short free time
problems.

Brent Thompson:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Apocalypse and the Millennium in the American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions
of the American Civil War) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Carole Garner:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Apocalypse and the Millennium in the
American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) was vibrant and
of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Apocalypse and the Millennium in the American Civil
War Era (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.



Chrigtina Vallgo:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
abook. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Apocalypse and the Millennium in the American Civil War Era (Conflicting Worlds. New
Dimensions of the American Civil War) when you desired it?
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