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As the architect of the Iranian Revolution of 1979, Ayatollah Khomeini remains
one of the most inspirational and enigmatic figures of the twentieth century. The
revolution placed Iran at the forefront of Middle East politics and of the Islamic
revival. Twenty years after his death, Khomeini is revered as a spiritual and
political figurehead in Iran and in large swathes of the Islamic world, while in the
West he is remembered by many as a dictator and as the instigator of Islamist
confrontation. Arshin Adib-Moghaddam brings together both distinguished and
emerging scholars in this comprehensive volume, which covers all aspects of
Khomeini's life and critically examines Khomeini the politician, the philosopher,
and the spiritual leader. The book details Khomeini's early years in exile from
Iran, the revolution itself, and events that took place thereafter including the
hostage crisis and the Iran-Iraq war. Lastly, the book considers his legacy in Iran
- where Khomeini's image has been used by both reformist and conservative
politicians to develop their own agendas - and further afield in other parts of the
Islamic world and in the West. Written by scholars from varying disciplinary
backgrounds, the book will prove invaluable to students and general readers
interested in the life and times of Khomeini and the politics of Islam that he
inspired.
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As the architect of the Iranian Revolution of 1979, Ayatollah Khomeini remains one of the most inspirational
and enigmatic figures of the twentieth century. The revolution placed Iran at the forefront of Middle East
politics and of the Islamic revival. Twenty years after his death, Khomeini is revered as a spiritual and
political figurehead in Iran and in large swathes of the Islamic world, while in the West he is remembered by
many as a dictator and as the instigator of Islamist confrontation. Arshin Adib-Moghaddam brings together
both distinguished and emerging scholars in this comprehensive volume, which covers all aspects of
Khomeini's life and critically examines Khomeini the politician, the philosopher, and the spiritual leader.
The book details Khomeini's early years in exile from Iran, the revolution itself, and events that took place
thereafter including the hostage crisis and the Iran-Iraq war. Lastly, the book considers his legacy in Iran -
where Khomeini's image has been used by both reformist and conservative politicians to develop their own
agendas - and further afield in other parts of the Islamic world and in the West. Written by scholars from
varying disciplinary backgrounds, the book will prove invaluable to students and general readers interested
in the life and times of Khomeini and the politics of Islam that he inspired.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This work is intended to provide advanced insight for students and researchers into the significance of
Khomeini as a political innovator, religious leader, and historical figure in the establishment of the modern
Islamic Republic of Iran. The essays cover topics such as Khomeini's role as a historical personality, his
political philosophy and its application to the constitution and politics of Iran, his stance toward the West,
and his attitudes toward issues of gender. Each contribution relates well to the theme, and the editor has done
a remarkable job in integrating the work of various scholars. On the topic of Khomeini, this is one of the best
works available. Summing up: highly recommended."
P. Rowe, Choice

About the Author
Dr Arshin Adib-Moghaddam is a Reader in Comparative Politics and International Relations and Chair of
the Centre for Iranian Studies at the University of London's School of Oriental and African Studies.
Cambridge educated, he held the first Jarvis Doctorow Fellowship at the University of Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for us. The book A Critical Introduction to Khomeini
has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide A Critical Introduction to Khomeini is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book A Critical Introduction to Khomeini. You
never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

John Lien:

The book A Critical Introduction to Khomeini has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Barbara Saddler:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This book A Critical Introduction to Khomeini was filled in relation to science. Spend your



extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Joy Carlson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this A Critical Introduction to Khomeini can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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