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Hearing the Hurt is an examination of how the New Negro movement, also
known as the Harlem Renaissance, provoked and sustained public discourse and
deliberation about black culture and identity in the early twentieth century.
 
Borrowing its title from a W. E. B. Du Bois essay, Hearing the Hurt explores the
nature of rhetorical invention, performance, and mutation by focusing on the
multifaceted issues brought forth in the New Negro movement, which Watts
treats as a rhetorical struggle over what it means to be properly black and at the
same time properly American.
 
Who determines the meaning of blackness? How should African Americans fit in
with American public culture? In what way should black communities and
families be structured? The New Negro movement animated dynamic tension
among diverse characterizations of African American civil rights, intellectual
life, and well-being, and thus it provides a fascinating and complex stage on
which to study how ideologies clash with each other to become accepted
universally.
 
Watts, conceptualizing the artistic culture of the time as directly affected by the
New Negro public discourse, maps this rhetorical struggle onto the realm of
aesthetics and discusses some key incarnations of New Negro rhetoric in select
speeches, essays, and novels.
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Hearing the Hurt is an examination of how the New Negro movement, also known as the Harlem
Renaissance, provoked and sustained public discourse and deliberation about black culture and identity in the
early twentieth century.
 
Borrowing its title from a W. E. B. Du Bois essay, Hearing the Hurt explores the nature of rhetorical
invention, performance, and mutation by focusing on the multifaceted issues brought forth in the New Negro
movement, which Watts treats as a rhetorical struggle over what it means to be properly black and at the
same time properly American.
 
Who determines the meaning of blackness? How should African Americans fit in with American public
culture? In what way should black communities and families be structured? The New Negro movement
animated dynamic tension among diverse characterizations of African American civil rights, intellectual life,
and well-being, and thus it provides a fascinating and complex stage on which to study how ideologies clash
with each other to become accepted universally.
 
Watts, conceptualizing the artistic culture of the time as directly affected by the New Negro public discourse,
maps this rhetorical struggle onto the realm of aesthetics and discusses some key incarnations of New Negro
rhetoric in select speeches, essays, and novels.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Hearing the Hurt is a detailed rendering of the aesthetic production of the New Negro as a contested trope
during the Harlem Renaissance. It certainly adds to larger discussions of black cultural production, racial
ideology and experience, and New Negro/Harlem Renaissance studies.”—Davarian L. Baldwin, author of
Chicago’s New Negroes: Modernity, the Great Migration, and Black Urban Life and the coeditor of Escape
From New York! The “Harlem Renaissance” Reconsidered

“Hearing the Hurt attends to a significant historical movement that is woefully understudied among
rhetorical critics. Eric King Watts’s intensity is palpable, his textual analyses are insightful, and his
sometimes lyrical turns of phrase both enliven his arguments and invite the reader to share his commitment
to the material.”—Robert E. Terrill, author of Malcolm X: Inventing Radical Judgment  

About the Author

Eric King Watts is an associate professor in the department of communication studies at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Green:

Here thing why that Hearing the Hurt: Rhetoric, Aesthetics, and Politics of the New Negro Movement
(Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Hearing the Hurt:
Rhetoric, Aesthetics, and Politics of the New Negro Movement (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that
similar with Hearing the Hurt: Rhetoric, Aesthetics, and Politics of the New Negro Movement (Albma
Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Hearing the Hurt: Rhetoric, Aesthetics, and Politics of the
New Negro Movement (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) in e-book can be your alternate.

Joshua Smith:

The particular book Hearing the Hurt: Rhetoric, Aesthetics, and Politics of the New Negro Movement
(Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research



previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning
this book.

Helen Tate:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Hearing the Hurt: Rhetoric, Aesthetics,
and Politics of the New Negro Movement (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) e-book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still doubt Hearing the Hurt: Rhetoric, Aesthetics, and Politics of the New Negro Movement
(Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This
is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Latoya Jones:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This e-book Hearing the Hurt: Rhetoric, Aesthetics, and Politics of the New Negro Movement
(Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading
the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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