
Dark Summit: The True Story of Everest's
Most Controversial Season

By Nick Heil

Dark Summit: The True Story of Everest's Most Controversial Season By
Nick Heil

"A dramatic story, ably and convincingly told . . . A chilling look at the
precarious line between success and tragedy."?Kirkus Reviews

On May 15, 2006, a young British climber named David Sharp lay dying near the
top of Mount Everest while forty other climbers walked past him on their way to
the summit. A week later, Lincoln Hall, a seasoned Australian climber, was left
for dead near the same spot. Hall's death was reported around the world, but the
next day he was found alive after spending the night on the upper mountain with
no food and no shelter.

If David Sharp's death was shocking, it was hardly singular: ten others died
attempting to reach the summit that year. In this meticulous inquiry into what
went wrong, Nick Heil tells the full story of the deadliest year on Everest since
the infamous season of 1996. As more climbers attempt the summit each year,
Heil shows how increasingly risky expeditions and unscrupulous outfitters
threaten to turn Everest into a deadly circus.

Written by an experienced climber, Dark Summit is both a riveting account of a
notorious climbing season and a troubling investigation into whether the pursuit
of the ultimate mountaineering prize has spiraled out of control.
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"A dramatic story, ably and convincingly told . . . A chilling look at the precarious line between
success and tragedy."?Kirkus Reviews

On May 15, 2006, a young British climber named David Sharp lay dying near the top of Mount Everest
while forty other climbers walked past him on their way to the summit. A week later, Lincoln Hall, a
seasoned Australian climber, was left for dead near the same spot. Hall's death was reported around the
world, but the next day he was found alive after spending the night on the upper mountain with no food and
no shelter.

If David Sharp's death was shocking, it was hardly singular: ten others died attempting to reach the summit
that year. In this meticulous inquiry into what went wrong, Nick Heil tells the full story of the deadliest year
on Everest since the infamous season of 1996. As more climbers attempt the summit each year, Heil shows
how increasingly risky expeditions and unscrupulous outfitters threaten to turn Everest into a deadly circus.

Written by an experienced climber, Dark Summit is both a riveting account of a notorious climbing season
and a troubling investigation into whether the pursuit of the ultimate mountaineering prize has spiraled out of
control.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The year 2006 recorded Mount Everest’s deadliest season on record since 1996 (the killer season that
spawned Jon Krakauer’s Into Thin Air). To tell the story of the 2006 season, which made global headlines
due to the troubling circumstances surrounding the death of a climber, journalist Heil, a climber
himself, gives us extensive background (more than half the book is a prologue to the 2006 season, and while
the backstory will be pertinent to aficionados, it may prove frustrating to those waiting for the real story).
There is plenty of fascinating material here, especially the excellent profiles of the key players (including
flamboyant Russell Brice, Everest’s most successful commercial operator, a larger-than-life figure who
seems to belong on a movie screen), but as a chronicle of the mountain’s “most controversial season,” the
book feels padded, as though the author felt he had only enough material for a long article. Recommend this
one to mountaineering devotees only, but don’t expect it to attract the kind of general audience that found
Krakauer. --David Pitt

Review

“In this authoritative, colorful look at the grimmest Everest season in years, Dark Summit carries forward
Outside magazine's formidable tradition of high alpine literature. Nick Heil is alive to Everest's majesty but
fiercely skeptical of those hubristic souls who attempt to ‘conquer' her. Through rock-solid reporting and
vital prose, Heil leads us up into this rarefied world, step by hypoxic step.” ?Hampton Sides, author of Ghost
Soldiers and Blood and Thunder

“Here is humanity itself, personified in exemplary fashion by Nick Heil, addressing the Everest culture's lack
of compassion and coming up with the right answers. Dark Summit is an extraordinary tale, ribboned with
wisdom and profound insight, delivered by a first-rate storyteller. I consider the book not a sequel to
Krakauer's Into Thin Air, but an equal.” ?Bob Shacochis, author of The Immaculate Invasion

“Dark Summit illuminates the nuanced personalities of Everest's modern commercial age accurately, with
neither heroic romanticism nor guile. Nick Heil takes a critical yet objective look at Everest and the
community of Everest climbers, and then leaves you to pass judgment. If you couldn't put down Into Thin
Air, you must read Dark Summit to understand what it means to climb Everest today and why anyone might
accept the risk.” ?Peter Athans, seven-time Everest summiter and The North Face athlete

About the Author

Nick Heil first wrote about the 2006 climbing season for Men's Journal. Now a freelance journalist based in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, he was a senior editor at Outside from 1999 to 2006. He has also worked as a
climbing and skiing instructor, and has traveled extensively in Europe, Asia, and North America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Luba Jacobs:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Dark Summit: The True
Story of Everest's Most Controversial Season. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Judith Tate:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Dark Summit: The True Story of Everest's Most
Controversial Season has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Dark Summit: The True Story of Everest's
Most Controversial Season is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
together with the book Dark Summit: The True Story of Everest's Most Controversial Season. You never feel
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Michael Turner:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Dark Summit: The True Story of Everest's
Most Controversial Season is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Aaron Tolleson:

The book with title Dark Summit: The True Story of Everest's Most Controversial Season has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.
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