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"I write hungry sentences," Natalie Diaz once explained in an interview,
"because they want more and more lyricism and imagery to satisfy them." This
debut collection is a fast-paced tour of Mojave life and family narrative: A sister
fights for or against a brother on meth, and everyone from Antigone, Houdini,
Huitzilopochtli, and Jesus is invoked and invited to hash it out. These darkly
humorous poems illuminate far corners of the heart, revealing teeth, tails, and
more than a few dreams.

I watched a lion eat a man like a piece of fruit, peel tendons from fascia
like pith from rind, then lick the sweet meat from its hard core of bones.
The man had earned this feast and his own deliciousness by ringing a stick
against the lion's cage, calling out Here, Kitty Kitty, Meow!

With one swipe of a paw much like a catcher's mitt with fangs, the lion
pulled the man into the cage, rattling his skeleton against the metal bars.

The lion didn't want to do it—
He didn't want to eat the man like a piece of fruit and he told the crowd
this: I only wanted some goddamn sleep . . .

Natalie Diaz was born and raised on the Fort Mojave Indian Reservation in
Needles, California. After playing professional basketball for four years in
Europe and Asia, Diaz returned to the states to complete her MFA at Old
Dominion University. She lives in Surprise, Arizona, and is working to preserve
the Mojave language.
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narrative: A sister fights for or against a brother on meth, and everyone from Antigone, Houdini,
Huitzilopochtli, and Jesus is invoked and invited to hash it out. These darkly humorous poems illuminate far
corners of the heart, revealing teeth, tails, and more than a few dreams.

I watched a lion eat a man like a piece of fruit, peel tendons from fascia
like pith from rind, then lick the sweet meat from its hard core of bones.
The man had earned this feast and his own deliciousness by ringing a stick
against the lion's cage, calling out Here, Kitty Kitty, Meow!

With one swipe of a paw much like a catcher's mitt with fangs, the lion
pulled the man into the cage, rattling his skeleton against the metal bars.

The lion didn't want to do it—
He didn't want to eat the man like a piece of fruit and he told the crowd
this: I only wanted some goddamn sleep . . .

Natalie Diaz was born and raised on the Fort Mojave Indian Reservation in Needles, California. After
playing professional basketball for four years in Europe and Asia, Diaz returned to the states to complete her
MFA at Old Dominion University. She lives in Surprise, Arizona, and is working to preserve the Mojave
language.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Natalie Diaz: Natalie Diaz was born and raised on the Fort Mojave Indian Reservation in Needles,
California. Having played professional basketball for four years in western Europe and Asia, Diaz returned
to the states to complete her MFA at Old Dominion University in 2007. She has received the
Nimrod/Hardman Pablo Neruda Prize and her work has appeared in numerous journals and magazines,
including Prairie Schooner, Nimrod International, and North American Review. She lives in Surprise,
Arizona.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Bradford:

Often the book When My Brother Was an Aztec will bring you to the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book
very suited to you. The book When My Brother Was an Aztec is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lavonne Yates:

The e-book untitled When My Brother Was an Aztec is the publication that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
When My Brother Was an Aztec from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Sherry Hansen:

When My Brother Was an Aztec can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will
put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing When My Brother Was an Aztec but doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Troy Cochran:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book When My Brother Was an Aztec was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book When My Brother Was an Aztec has many



kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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