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The Ways We Think critiques predominant approaches to the development of
thinking in education and seeks to offer a new account of thought informed by
phenomenology, post-structuralism and the ‘ordinary language’ philosophical
traditions.

Presents an original account of thinking for education and explores how this●

alternative conception of thought might be translated into the classroom
Explores connections between phenomenology, post-structuralism and ordinary●

language philosophical traditions
Examines the relevance of language in accounts of how we think●

Investigates the philosophical accounts of Gilbert Ryle, Martin Heidegger, John●

Austin and Jacques Derrida
Draws upon experience of own teaching practice as philosopher-in-residence●
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Editorial Review

Review

'The idea that children's learning outcomes will benefit from developing their potential as independent,
critical thinkers is something of a truism. The prevailing conception of critical thinking in educational theory
can seem equally truistic: it concerns the acquisition of more or less formal "transferable skills", and
“dispositions” that the properly formed critical thinker can put to use in any domain of inquiry. In this bold
and original book Emma Williams convincingly shows that this conception of critical thinking is anything
but a common-sense understanding of ourselves as thinking beings, but is deeply rooted in the intellectualist
and rationalist tradition of modern Western philosophy. While that tradition foregrounds an instrumental and
technological vision of thinking, and a disengaged and representational model of human inquiry, Williams
champions a phenomenological account of human thinking that attempts to do justice to it as at once
responsive, receptive and contextual, and productive, creative and open.'

Simon Glendinning, Professor of European Philosophy, European Institute, LSE

From the Back Cover

The Ways We Think is concerned with the issue of developing thinking in education. It seeks to move beyond
current predominant approaches, which take their cue from a limited conception of both the experience of
thinking and the human being who thinks. This approached is referred to throughout the text as
‘rationalistic’, designating both its abstracted, disengaged conception of the human being, and its
representational, intellectualised image of the ways we think.

In order to offer a more adequate conception of thinking, the author investigates the philosophical accounts
of Gilbert Ryle, Martin Heidegger, John Austin and Jacques Derrida. She argues that these
thinkers provide accounts that strive to open up the ‘possibilities’ of human thought, both in the sense of
revealing what makes thought happen and what happens when we think. The conclusion explores
how thinking education might thereby be reconceived, in ways that are richer than rationalism and
indicates how this alternative conception of thought might be translated into the classroom. The result is a
method that provides new possibilities and new avenues for an education that takes its cue from the ways we
think, in all its variety.

About the Author

Emma Williams is Assistant Professor in the Department of Education Studies, University of Warwick. She
was previously Philosopher-in-Residence at Rugby School, where she taught Philosophy across the
curriculum and helped develop interdisciplinary courses for the new A Level Qualification: The Extended
Project. She has a background in Philosophy, particularly Post-Kantian European Philosophy, and the
Philosophy of Education. Her work explores the themes of language, rationality and subjectivity within the
context of education.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brent Thompson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Ways We Think:
From the Straits of Reason to the Possibilities of Thought (Journal of Philosophy of Education). All type of
book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Christina Pena:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for
a while is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to
stay than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Ways We
Think: From the Straits of Reason to the Possibilities of Thought (Journal of Philosophy of Education) book
as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Ashley Wright:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this The Ways We
Think: From the Straits of Reason to the Possibilities of Thought (Journal of Philosophy of Education).

Danica Johnson:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Ways We Think: From
the Straits of Reason to the Possibilities of Thought (Journal of Philosophy of Education) can be the answer,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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