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This comprehensive book illuminates the most fertile and exciting period in
American film, a time when the studio system was at its peak and movies played
a critical role in elevating the spirits of the public. Richard B. Jewell offers a
highly readable yet deeply informed account of the economics, technology,
censorship, style, genres, stars and history of Hollywood during its "classical"
era.

A major introductory textbook covering what is arguably the most fertile and●

exciting period in film, 1929-1945
Analyzes many of the seminal films from the period, from The Wizard of Oz to●

Grand Hotel to Gone with the Wind, considering the impact they had then and
still have today
Tackles the shaping forces of the period: the business practices of the industry,●

technological developments, censorship restraints, narrative strategies,
evolution of genres, and the stars and the star system
Explores the major social, political, economic, and cultural events that helped●

to shape contemporary commercial cinema, as well as other leisure activities
that influenced Hollywood production, including radio, vaudeville, theatre and
fiction
Written in a jargon-free, lively style, and features a number of illustrations●

throughout the text
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Editorial Review

Review
"Rick Jewell has been teaching a course on classical Hollywood moviemaking at USC for some years but
has never found a textbook that suited his needs. As a result he has written one, and it’s excellent. Jewell has
taken on the daunting task of surveying the social history of the period, the business side of Hollywood ,
changes and advancement in technology, censorship, narrative and style, genres, and the star system. Whew!
I can’t imagine a better introduction to this subject matter. The book is scrupulously well organized and uses
specific examples whenever possible instead of dealing in generalities." Leonard Maltin's Movie Crazy
(www.leonardmaltin.com)

“Some believe that American film peaked between the Stock Market Crash and the end of World War II.
Richard B. Jewell’s The Golden Age of Cinema sharply delineates how the film industry worked during the
period, casting light on the movies as business, technology, social document, and popular art.”
Charles J. Maland, University of Tennessee

From the Back Cover
This comprehensive book illuminates the most fertile and exciting period in American film, a time when the
studio system was at its peak and movies played a critical role in elevating the spirits of the public. Richard
B. Jewell offers a highly readable yet deeply informed account of the economics, technology, censorship,
style, genres, stars, and history of Hollywood during its Classical Period.

About the Author

Richard B. Jewell is the Hugh M. Hefner Professor of American Film at the University of Southern
California. He is the author of The RKO Story (1982).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stanley Kamp:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Golden Age of Cinema: Hollywood, 1929-1945.



Raymond Striegel:

The Golden Age of Cinema: Hollywood, 1929-1945 can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Golden Age
of Cinema: Hollywood, 1929-1945 although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Alan Trevino:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Golden Age of Cinema: Hollywood, 1929-1945
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Jack McCurdy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Golden
Age of Cinema: Hollywood, 1929-1945.
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