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The Seneca Falls Convention is typically seen as the beginning of the first
women's rights movement in the United States. Revolutionary Backlash argues
otherwise. According to Rosemarie Zagarri, the debate over women's rights
began not in the decades prior to 1848 but during the American Revolution itself.
Integrating the approaches of women's historians and political historians, this
book explores changes in women's status that occurred from the time of the
American Revolution until the election of Andrew Jackson.

Although the period after the Revolution produced no collective movement for
women's rights, women built on precedents established during the Revolution
and gained an informal foothold in party politics and male electoral activities.
Federalists and Jeffersonians vied for women's allegiance and sought their
support in times of national crisis. Women, in turn, attended rallies, organized
political activities, and voiced their opinions on the issues of the day. After the
publication of Mary Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, a
widespread debate about the nature of women's rights ensued. The state of New
Jersey attempted a bold experiment: for a brief time, women there voted on the
same terms as men.

Yet as Rosemarie Zagarri argues in Revolutionary Backlash, this opening for
women soon closed. By 1828, women's politicization was seen more as a liability
than as a strength, contributing to a divisive political climate that repeatedly
brought the country to the brink of civil war. The increasing sophistication of
party organizations and triumph of universal suffrage for white males
marginalized those who could not vote, especially women. Yet all was not lost.
Women had already begun to participate in charitable movements, benevolent
societies, and social reform organizations. Through these organizations, women
found another way to practice politics.
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The Seneca Falls Convention is typically seen as the beginning of the first women's rights movement in the
United States. Revolutionary Backlash argues otherwise. According to Rosemarie Zagarri, the debate over
women's rights began not in the decades prior to 1848 but during the American Revolution itself. Integrating
the approaches of women's historians and political historians, this book explores changes in women's status
that occurred from the time of the American Revolution until the election of Andrew Jackson.

Although the period after the Revolution produced no collective movement for women's rights, women built
on precedents established during the Revolution and gained an informal foothold in party politics and male
electoral activities. Federalists and Jeffersonians vied for women's allegiance and sought their support in
times of national crisis. Women, in turn, attended rallies, organized political activities, and voiced their
opinions on the issues of the day. After the publication of Mary Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of the Rights
of Woman, a widespread debate about the nature of women's rights ensued. The state of New Jersey
attempted a bold experiment: for a brief time, women there voted on the same terms as men.

Yet as Rosemarie Zagarri argues in Revolutionary Backlash, this opening for women soon closed. By 1828,
women's politicization was seen more as a liability than as a strength, contributing to a divisive political
climate that repeatedly brought the country to the brink of civil war. The increasing sophistication of party
organizations and triumph of universal suffrage for white males marginalized those who could not vote,
especially women. Yet all was not lost. Women had already begun to participate in charitable movements,
benevolent societies, and social reform organizations. Through these organizations, women found another
way to practice politics.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Colton Fierros:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Revolutionary Backlash: Women
and Politics in the Early American Republic (Early American Studies). All type of book are you able to see
on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

James Harris:

This Revolutionary Backlash: Women and Politics in the Early American Republic (Early American Studies)
is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always
deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately
using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you
can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Revolutionary Backlash: Women and Politics in
the Early American Republic (Early American Studies) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or
fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Helen McClain:

Beside this Revolutionary Backlash: Women and Politics in the Early American Republic (Early American
Studies) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Revolutionary Backlash: Women and
Politics in the Early American Republic (Early American Studies) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book in addition to read it from at this point!



Neil Nilsson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Revolutionary Backlash: Women and Politics in the Early American Republic (Early American Studies)
when you necessary it?
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