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Moving world-systems analysis into the cultural realm, Richard E. Lee locates
the cultural studies movement within a broad historical and geopolitical
framework. He illuminates how order and conflict have been reflected and
negotiated in the sphere of knowledge production by situating the emergence of
cultural studies at the intersection of post–1945 international and British politics
and a two-hundred-year history of conservative critical practice. Tracing British
criticism from the period of the French Revolution through the 1960s, he
describes how cultural studies in its infancy recombined the elite literary critical
tradition with the First New Left’s concerns for history and popular culture—just
as the liberal consensus began to come apart.

Lee tracks the intellectual project of cultural studies as it developed over three
decades, beginning with its institutional foundation at the University of
Birmingham’s Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies (CCCS). He links work
at the CCCS to the events of 1968 and explores cultural studies’ engagement
with theory in the debates on structuralism. He considers the shift within the
discipline away from issues of working-class culture toward questions of identity
politics in the fields of race and gender. He follows the expansion of the cultural
studies project from Britain to Australia, Canada, South Africa, and the United
States. Contextualizing the development and spread of cultural studies within the
longue durée structures of knowledge in the modern world-system, Lee assesses
its past and future as an agent of political and social change.
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Moving world-systems analysis into the cultural realm, Richard E. Lee locates the cultural studies movement
within a broad historical and geopolitical framework. He illuminates how order and conflict have been
reflected and negotiated in the sphere of knowledge production by situating the emergence of cultural studies
at the intersection of post–1945 international and British politics and a two-hundred-year history of
conservative critical practice. Tracing British criticism from the period of the French Revolution through the
1960s, he describes how cultural studies in its infancy recombined the elite literary critical tradition with the
First New Left’s concerns for history and popular culture—just as the liberal consensus began to come apart.

Lee tracks the intellectual project of cultural studies as it developed over three decades, beginning with its
institutional foundation at the University of Birmingham’s Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies
(CCCS). He links work at the CCCS to the events of 1968 and explores cultural studies’ engagement with
theory in the debates on structuralism. He considers the shift within the discipline away from issues of
working-class culture toward questions of identity politics in the fields of race and gender. He follows the
expansion of the cultural studies project from Britain to Australia, Canada, South Africa, and the United
States. Contextualizing the development and spread of cultural studies within the longue durée structures of
knowledge in the modern world-system, Lee assesses its past and future as an agent of political and social
change.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Richard E. Lee’s tome is an ambitious grand narrative which places the emergence and expansion of
cultural studies within the vast, world-historical context of crisis and transformation of the intellectual
structures through which we know and live in the world today. A compelling read.”—Ien Ang, author of On
Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West

"Richard E. Lee’s book is a stunning achievement. It marks the conjuncture of cultural studies and world-
systems analysis. Lee accounts for the rise of cultural studies in England in terms of the transformations in
the political economy of the world-system. His work is a structural analysis of the discourse of
discourse."—Immanuel Wallerstein, author of The End of the World as We Know It

From the Back Cover
"Richard E. Lee's tome is an ambitious grand narrative which places the emergence and expansion of cultural
studies within the vast, world-historical context of crisis and transformation of the intellectual structures
through which we know and live in the world today. A compelling read."--Ien Ang, author of "On Not
Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West"

About the Author

Richard E. Lee is Assistant Professor of Sociology and Deputy Director of the Fernand Braudel Center at the
State University of New York at Binghamton.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Jackson:

The book Life and Times of Cultural Studies: The Politics and Transformation of the Structures of
Knowledge (Philosophy and Postcoloniality) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Life and Times of Cultural Studies: The Politics
and Transformation of the Structures of Knowledge (Philosophy and Postcoloniality)? Some of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Life and Times of Cultural Studies: The Politics and
Transformation of the Structures of Knowledge (Philosophy and Postcoloniality) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.



Charles Alexander:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Life and Times of Cultural Studies: The Politics
and Transformation of the Structures of Knowledge (Philosophy and Postcoloniality) is kind of book which
is giving the reader unstable experience.

Earl Diehl:

This Life and Times of Cultural Studies: The Politics and Transformation of the Structures of Knowledge
(Philosophy and Postcoloniality) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Life and Times of Cultural Studies: The Politics and Transformation of the Structures of
Knowledge (Philosophy and Postcoloniality) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Life and Times of Cultural Studies: The Politics
and Transformation of the Structures of Knowledge (Philosophy and Postcoloniality) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robert Doyle:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Life
and Times of Cultural Studies: The Politics and Transformation of the Structures of Knowledge (Philosophy
and Postcoloniality) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then
become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Life and Times
of Cultural Studies: The Politics and Transformation of the Structures of Knowledge (Philosophy and
Postcoloniality) giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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