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Why do speakers of all languages use different grammatical structures under
different communicative circumstances to express the same idea? Professor
Lambrecht explores the relationship between the structure of the sentence and the
linguistic and extra-linguistic context in which it is used. His analysis is based on
the observation that the structure of a sentence reflects a speaker's assumption
about the hearer's state of knowledge and consciousness at the time of the
utterance. This relationship between speaker assumptions and formal sentence
structure is governed by rules and conventions of grammar, in a component
called 'information structure'. Four independent but interrelated categories are
analysed: presupposition and assertion, identifiability and activation, topic, and
focus.
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Why do speakers of all languages use different grammatical structures under different communicative
circumstances to express the same idea? Professor Lambrecht explores the relationship between the structure
of the sentence and the linguistic and extra-linguistic context in which it is used. His analysis is based on the
observation that the structure of a sentence reflects a speaker's assumption about the hearer's state of
knowledge and consciousness at the time of the utterance. This relationship between speaker assumptions
and formal sentence structure is governed by rules and conventions of grammar, in a component called
'information structure'. Four independent but interrelated categories are analysed: presupposition and
assertion, identifiability and activation, topic, and focus.
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Editorial Review

Review
"It represents the state of the art in functional syntax." Journal of Linguistics

"I recommend that this book be placed in all field libraries, and that consultants in discourse, syntax, and
translation be familiar with t." Robert A. Dooley, Notes on Linguistcs

About the Author
Lambrecht is Professor in the Department of French and Italian at the University of Texas at Austin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eva Sexton:

The book Information Structure and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of
Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Information
Structure and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of Discourse Referents
(Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
available and read a e-book Information Structure and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental
Representations of Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Gary Landrum:

Here thing why this specific Information Structure and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental
Representations of Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. Information Structure and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of
Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) giving you information deeper and in different ways,
you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Information Structure and
Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studies in
Linguistics). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened
in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area,
café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of Information Structure and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental
Representations of Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) in e-book can be your option.



George Jamison:

This Information Structure and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of Discourse
Referents (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Information
Structure and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of Discourse Referents
(Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt which?

Joyce Jiminez:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Information Structure and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental
Representations of Discourse Referents (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) we can consider more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Information Structure
and Sentence Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of Discourse Referents (Cambridge
Studies in Linguistics). You can more attractive than now.
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