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What role do legal trials have in collective processes of coming to termswith a
history of mass violence? How does the theatrical structure of acriminal trial
facilitate and limit national processes of healing and learning from the past? This
study begins with the widely publicized, historic trials of three Nazi war
criminals, Eichmann, Barbie, and Priebke, whose explicit goal was not only to
punish, but also to establish an officially sanctioned version of the past. The
Truth and Reconciliation commissionsin South America and South Africa added
atherapeutic goal, acting on the belief that atrial can help bring about a moment
of closure. Horsman challenges this belief by reading works that reflect on the
relations among pedagogy, therapy, and legal trials. Philosopher Hannah Arendt,
poet Charlotte Delbo, and dramaturg Bertolt Brecht all produced responses to
historic trials that reopened the cases those trial's sought to close, bringing to
center stage aspects that had escaped the confines of their legal frameworks.
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What role do legal trials have in collective processes of coming to terms with a history of mass violence?
How does the theatrical structure of acriminal trial facilitate and limit national processes of healing and
learning from the past? This study begins with the widely publicized, historic trials of three Nazi war
criminals, Eichmann, Barbie, and Priebke, whose explicit goal was not only to punish, but also to establish
an officially sanctioned version of the past. The Truth and Reconciliation commissions in South America and
South Africa added atherapeutic goal, acting on the belief that atrial can help bring about a moment of
closure. Horsman challenges this belief by reading works that reflect on the relations among pedagogy,
therapy, and legal trials. Philosopher Hannah Arendt, poet Charlotte Delbo, and dramaturg Bertolt Brecht all
produced responses to historic trials that reopened the cases those trials sought to close, bringing to center
stage aspects that had escaped the confines of their legal frameworks.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Theater of Justice is an important and highly readable in-depth study of post-war legal and literary events
that continue to exert their influence on the contemporary understanding of justice and historical truth.
Horsman is concerned with those aspects of reality that are negotiated and expressed in atrial but cannot be
dealt with adequately within the categories of the law; he shows that literature commemorates and conveys
dimensions of the past that do not fit easily into the idiom, structure, or purpose of legal discourse." (Ulrich
Baer)

"Y asco Horsman's Theaters of Justice, expansive in its range and scope and popul ated with articulate and
careful readings, isvivifying for the field. . . When Horsman seeks to characterize working through the past
not as ameans of closure but as a didactic event, one that escapes legal symbolization but enables mourning
and lamentation, heisat hisbest. . . By focusing on texts that seek to reopen what trials attempt to close and
enclose in the past, horseman reveals a host of hidden transcripts that remain in excess of legal process.
These transcripts are marvelously decoded by art and literature. Works of poetry, film, fiction, painting and,
yes, theater help us face up to those pasts that cannot be closed, lost or effaced. Transitional justice needsto
take artistic expressions of collective guilt, despair and resentment more serioudly in the ways Horsman
brilliantly demonstrates. . . gripping and inspired.” (Alexander Keller Hirsh International Journal of
Transitional Justice)

"Horsman gives an insightful interpretation of Arendt's laughter. . . Horsman claims that Arendt's laughter
‘allows her to face the scandal of Eichmann's banality without completely reconciling herself withit'...Ina
distinction worthy of Aristotle's'Poetics, Horsman notes that different genres seek different audiences.
Poetry addresses individuals; novels explain the social dimensions of being; plays speak to citizens or
members of acommunity.” (Allan Hepburn)

About the Author
Y asco Horsman is Lecturer in Comparative Literature at Leiden University's Institute for Cultural
Disciplines.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Edward Shaw:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Theaters of Justice:
Judging, Staging, and Working Through in Arendt, Brecht, and Delbo (Cultural Memory in the Present). All
type of book are you able to see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social
media.



Timothy Roesch:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. Asyou
may know that book is very important normally. The book Theaters of Justice: Judging, Staging, and
Working Through in Arendt, Brecht, and Delbo (Cultural Memory in the Present) had been making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The book Theaters of Justice: Judging, Staging, and Working Through in Arendt, Brecht, and Delbo
(Cultural Memory in the Present) is not only giving you much more new information but also being your
friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
while using book Theaters of Justice: Judging, Staging, and Working Through in Arendt, Brecht, and Delbo
(Cultural Memory in the Present). Y ou never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Hattie Leclair:

The guide with title Theaters of Justice: Judging, Staging, and Working Through in Arendt, Brecht, and
Delbo (Cultural Memory in the Present) posesses alot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. Y ou
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jose Hackler:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of thistime you only find book
that need more time to be read. Theaters of Justice: Judging, Staging, and Working Through in Arendt,
Brecht, and Delbo (Cultural Memory in the Present) can be your answer because it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.
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