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Throughout history, humanity has been seen as being in need of improvement,
most pressingly in need of moral improvement. Today, in what has been called
the beginnings of "the golden age of neuroscience," laboratory findings claim to
offer insights into how the brain "does" morality, even suggesting that it is
possible to make people more moral by manipulating their biology. Can "moral
bioenhancement" -- using technological or pharmaceutical means to boost the
morally desirable and remove the morally problematic -- bring about a morally
improved humanity? In The Myth of the Moral Brain, Harris Wiseman argues
that moral functioning is immeasurably complex, mediated by biology but not
determined by it. Morality cannot be engineered; there is no such thing as a
"moral brain."Wiseman takes a distinctively interdisciplinary approach, drawing
on insights from philosophy, biology, theology, and clinical psychology. He
considers philosophical rationales for moral enhancement, and the practical
realities they come up against; recent empirical work, including studies of the
cognitive and behavioral effects of oxytocin, serotonin, and dopamine; and
traditional moral education, in particular the influence of religious thought,
belief, and practice. Arguing that morality involves many interacting elements,
Wiseman proposes an integrated bio-psycho-social approach to the consideration
of moral enhancement. Such an approach would show that, by virtue of their
sheer numbers, social and environmental factors are more important in shaping
moral functioning than the neurobiological factors with which they are
interwoven.
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Throughout history, humanity has been seen as being in need of improvement, most pressingly in need of
moral improvement. Today, in what has been called the beginnings of "the golden age of neuroscience,"
laboratory findings claim to offer insights into how the brain "does" morality, even suggesting that it is
possible to make people more moral by manipulating their biology. Can "moral bioenhancement" -- using
technological or pharmaceutical means to boost the morally desirable and remove the morally problematic --
bring about a morally improved humanity? In The Myth of the Moral Brain, Harris Wiseman argues that
moral functioning is immeasurably complex, mediated by biology but not determined by it. Morality cannot
be engineered; there is no such thing as a "moral brain."Wiseman takes a distinctively interdisciplinary
approach, drawing on insights from philosophy, biology, theology, and clinical psychology. He considers
philosophical rationales for moral enhancement, and the practical realities they come up against; recent
empirical work, including studies of the cognitive and behavioral effects of oxytocin, serotonin, and
dopamine; and traditional moral education, in particular the influence of religious thought, belief, and
practice. Arguing that morality involves many interacting elements, Wiseman proposes an integrated bio-
psycho-social approach to the consideration of moral enhancement. Such an approach would show that, by
virtue of their sheer numbers, social and environmental factors are more important in shaping moral
functioning than the neurobiological factors with which they are interwoven.

The Myth of the Moral Brain: The Limits of Moral Enhancement (Basic Bioethics) By Harris
Wiseman Bibliography

Sales Rank: #1386932 in eBooks●

Published on: 2016-02-19●

Released on: 2016-02-19●

Format: Kindle eBook●

 Download The Myth of the Moral Brain: The Limits of Moral E ...pdf

 Read Online The Myth of the Moral Brain: The Limits of Moral ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01C52U9CO
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01C52U9CO
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01C52U9CO
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01C52U9CO
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01C52U9CO
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01C52U9CO
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01C52U9CO
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B01C52U9CO


Download and Read Free Online The Myth of the Moral Brain: The Limits of Moral Enhancement
(Basic Bioethics) By Harris Wiseman

Editorial Review

Review

In The Myth of the Moral Brain Harris Wiseman portrays bioethics at its best -- a careful analysis of the
philosophical issues combined with a sound understanding of the relevant science and the possible clinical
applications of such work, and even an irenic foray into related theological issues. This is the first book-
length attempt to provide a thoughtful assessment of the ethics of moral enhancement through systematic
analysis of the many conceptual issues in play with an eye toward the practical constraints of what we can
actually do with biotechnology.

(William P. Kabasenche, Clinical Associate Professor of Philosophy, Washington State University)

In this well-researched and well-written book, Harris Wiseman cuts through an abundance of current
misconceptions to dispel the notion that there are discrete neurochemical or neuroanatomical bases of
morality that can be specifically engaged, affected, and enhanced. Instead, he notes how brain processes
mediate psychological aspects of inter-individual and group interactions, and how social constructs are
important to forming and guiding human behavior. In this way, The Myth of the Moral Brain provides an
articulate, rational, naturalistic view of morality, and makes an important -- and I believe necessary --
contribution to the fields of cognitive and social neuroscience, and neuroethics.

(James Giordano, Chief, Neuroethics Studies Program, Pellegrino Center for Clinical Bioethics, Georgetown
University Medical Center)

Wiseman injects a much-needed measure of scientific and political reality into one of the hottest debates in
applied ethics today. The distinctions he draws in the course of his wide-ranging defense of human agency
against reductionism may just succeed in rescuing the idea of moral enhancement from its staunchest
advocates.

(Robert Sparrow, Professor, Philosophy Program, and Adjunct Professor, Centre for Human Bioethics,
Monash University)

[Wiseman] argues compellingly against 'neuroprimacy' in ethics.... Through his thoughtful critique of
neuroscientific reductionism, he provides a foundation for understanding the complexities of moral action....
The Myth of the Moral Brain is a cautionary tale of overconfidence in easy fixes for deep flaws.

(New Scientist)

The Myth of the Moral Brain...puts moral enhancement back on its feet, as it were.

(Hastings Center Report)

About the Author



Harris Wiseman received his PhD from the Faculty of Divinity at the University of Cambridge. He is
currently a Senior Research Associate at the Institute of Education and University College London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Adcock:

This The Myth of the Moral Brain: The Limits of Moral Enhancement (Basic Bioethics) book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This particular The Myth of the Moral Brain: The Limits of Moral
Enhancement (Basic Bioethics) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Myth of the Moral Brain: The Limits of Moral
Enhancement (Basic Bioethics) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow
to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Myth of the Moral
Brain: The Limits of Moral Enhancement (Basic Bioethics) having great arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Cynthia Bryant:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Myth of the
Moral Brain: The Limits of Moral Enhancement (Basic Bioethics) is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Julie Chambers:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Myth of the Moral Brain: The
Limits of Moral Enhancement (Basic Bioethics) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Edith Manning:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Myth of the Moral
Brain: The Limits of Moral Enhancement (Basic Bioethics) suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Myth of the Moral Brain: The Limits of
Moral Enhancement (Basic Bioethics)is the main of several books which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that



you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.
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