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Origen of Alexandria (185-254), one of the most prolific authors of antiquity and
arguably the most important and influential pre-Nicene Christian theologian, was
aman of deep learning and holiness of life. Regrettably, many of hisworks are
no longer extant, in part due to the condemnation of hisideas by the Fifth
Ecumenica Council in 553. The condemnation, however, took little account of
his historical circumstances and the tentative nature of his speculations. The
anathemas were more likely directed toward sixth-century Origenist views than
to the views of Origen himself, though clearly he expounded some views that
would be judged unacceptable today. Origen's numerous homilies provide the
oldest surviving corpus of Christian sermons and shaped exegesis for succeeding
centuries. With Jerome he was one of the early church's great critical and literal
exegetes. Devoutly he sought to develop a spiritual exegesis of the Old
Testament grounded in the revelation of Jesus Christ. The Homilies on Numbers
presented here offer a splendid example of his spiritual interpretation of Old
Testament texts. He asks, What foreshadowing, what warning, what instruction,
what encouragement, reproof, correction or exhortation, do we find in the
narratives of Numbers for our benefit as Christians? Here, based on Baehren's
critical Latin text, isthefirst English edition of these homilies, ably trandlated
with explanatory notes by Thomas P. Scheck.
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Origen of Alexandria (185-254), one of the most prolific authors of antiquity and arguably the most
important and influential pre-Nicene Christian theologian, was a man of deep learning and holiness of life.
Regrettably, many of hisworks are no longer extant, in part due to the condemnation of hisideas by the Fifth
Ecumenical Council in 553. The condemnation, however, took little account of his historical circumstances
and the tentative nature of his speculations. The anathemas were more likely directed toward sixth-century
Origenist views than to the views of Origen himself, though clearly he expounded some views that would be
judged unacceptabl e today. Origen's numerous homilies provide the oldest surviving corpus of Christian
sermons and shaped exegesis for succeeding centuries. With Jerome he was one of the early church's great
critical and literal exegetes. Devoutly he sought to develop a spiritual exegesis of the Old Testament
grounded in the revelation of Jesus Christ. The Homilies on Numbers presented here offer a splendid
example of his spiritual interpretation of Old Testament texts. He asks, What foreshadowing, what warning,
what instruction, what encouragement, reproof, correction or exhortation, do we find in the narratives of
Numbers for our benefit as Christians? Here, based on Baehren's critical Latin text, is the first English
edition of these homilies, ably translated with explanatory notes by Thomas P. Scheck.
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Editorial Review

Review

Presented in clear, accessible English, this translation of Origen’'s commentary on the Book of Numbersis
organized according to the Biblical text so both can be read side-by-side as Origen himself intended.
(Reference & Research Book News, February 2010)

About the Author
Origen was an early Christian scholar, theologian, and one of the most distinguished of the early fathers of
the Christian Church.

Thomas P. Scheck (PhD, University of lowa) is associate professor of theology at Ave Maria University in
Ave Maria, Florida. He is the author of Origen and the History of Justification and Erasmus's Life of Origen.
Heisalso the trandator in the Fathers of the Church series of Origen: Commentary on the Epistle to the
Romans (2 volumes) and . Jerome: Commentary on Matthew. Recently Scheck published new trandations
of St. Jerome's Commentaries on Isaiah and Ezekiel in the Ancient Christian Writers series.

Christopher A. Hall (PhD, Drew University) isthe director of Renovaré Institute of Christian Spiritual
Formation. He is associate editor of the Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, and his books include
Reading Scripture with the Church Fathers, Learning Theology with the Church Fathers, and Wor shiping
with the Church Fathers. Hall previously served at Eastern University for over twenty yearsin several roles,
including chancellor, provost, dean of Palmer Seminary, dean of the Templeton Honors College,
distinguished professor of theology, and director of academic spiritual formation. He and his wife, Debbie,
live in Pennsylvania and have three grown children.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bonnie Boyd:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students because they're still students or it for all peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Homilies on Numbers (Ancient
Christian Texts). All type of book would you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet options or
other social media.

David George:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Homilies on Numbers (Ancient Christian Texts),
you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hangout
typeisit? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.



Antonio Mock:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Homilies on Numbers (Ancient
Christian Texts) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading practice al over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how
they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for
al of you who wants to become success person. So, for all of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Homilies on Numbers (Ancient Christian Texts) become your starter.

Peter Landon:

The book untitled Homilies on Numbers (Ancient Christian Texts) contain alot of information on that. The
writer explains her ideawith easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the
new period of time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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