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While there are numerous books on art and exploitation cinema, very few attempt
to examine both. Covering the first 100 years of cinematic transgressions, From
the Arthouse to the Grindhouse is a collection of numerous essays representing
key contributions to overlooked, forgotten, or under-analyzed parts of film
history. From cult favorites like Arch Hall Jr. to revered but under-documented
marquee names like Lon Chaney, filmmakers both major and minor are covered
here.

Starting with a section that pairs exploitation pioneers like Dwain Esper
alongside cutting edge auteurs like Erich Von Stroheim, the volume documents
the bleeding edge of the high/low cultural divide. Other essays examine the
sexual melodramas of Weimer German cinema, explore the concept of Borat as a
model for the new standardized cult film, and discuss the films of directors Tod
Browning, Pier Pasolini, and Peter Watkins. This volume also contains a section
devoted to the idea of "reality" inside and outside the documentary sphere,
emphasizing audiences' desire to believe that "this is really happening," whether
they're horrified or titillated. Addressing many aspects of "transgression" in
cinema, these essays suggest that the distance between the venues and the
audiences may not be quite as wide as viewers might imagine.
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While there are numerous books on art and exploitation cinema, very few attempt to examine both. Covering
the first 100 years of cinematic transgressions, From the Arthouse to the Grindhouse is a collection of
numerous essays representing key contributions to overlooked, forgotten, or under-analyzed parts of film
history. From cult favorites like Arch Hall Jr. to revered but under-documented marquee names like Lon
Chaney, filmmakers both major and minor are covered here.

Starting with a section that pairs exploitation pioneers like Dwain Esper alongside cutting edge auteurs like
Erich Von Stroheim, the volume documents the bleeding edge of the high/low cultural divide. Other essays
examine the sexual melodramas of Weimer German cinema, explore the concept of Borat as a model for the
new standardized cult film, and discuss the films of directors Tod Browning, Pier Pasolini, and Peter
Watkins. This volume also contains a section devoted to the idea of "reality" inside and outside the
documentary sphere, emphasizing audiences' desire to believe that "this is really happening," whether they're
horrified or titillated. Addressing many aspects of "transgression" in cinema, these essays suggest that the
distance between the venues and the audiences may not be quite as wide as viewers might imagine.
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Editorial Review

Review
From the Arthouse to the Grindhouse: Highbrow and Lowbrow Transgression in Cinema's First Century
offers an interesting examination of a niche market in the film exhibition industry including exploitation
films, sexual melodramas, cult films, and documentaries. (Communication Booknotes Quarterly 2011-07-01)

About the Author
John Cline is co-chair for the Transgressive/Exploitation film area for the Southwestern Popular Culture
Association.

Robert G. Weiner is associate humanities librarian at Texas Tech University where he is the librarian for
film studies. He is the author of Marvel Graphic Novels: An Annotated Guide 1965-2005 and editor of
Captain America and the Struggle of the Superhero: Critical Essays (2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book From the Arthouse to the
Grindhouse: Highbrow and Lowbrow Transgression in Cinema's First Century. All type of book could you
see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Daniel Butler:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of
being bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They
should answer that question because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that From the
Arthouse to the Grindhouse: Highbrow and Lowbrow Transgression in Cinema's First Century to read.

Claudia Weidner:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking



seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take From the Arthouse to the Grindhouse: Highbrow
and Lowbrow Transgression in Cinema's First Century as your daily resource information.

Gary Morrell:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love From the Arthouse to the Grindhouse:
Highbrow and Lowbrow Transgression in Cinema's First Century, you are able to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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