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In an age of globalization and connectivity, the idea of "mainstream culture" has
become quaint. Websites, magazines, books, and television have all honed in on
ever-diversifying subcultures, hoping to carve out niche audiences that grow
savvier and more narrowly sliced by the day. Consequently,the discipline of
graphic design has undergone a sea change. Where visual communication was
once informed by a designer's creative intuition, the proliferation of specialized
audiences now calls for more research-based design processes.

Designers who ignore research run the risk of becoming mere tools for
communication rather than bold voices. Design Sudies, a collection of 27 essays
from an international cast of top design researchers, sets out to mend this schism
between research and practice. The texts presented here make a strong argument
for performing rigorous experimentation and analysis. Each author outlines
methods in which research has aided their designwhether by investigating how
senior citizensreact to design aesthetics, how hip hop culture can in?uence
design, or how design for Third World nationsis affected by cultural differences.
Contributors also outline inspired ways in which design educators can teach
research methods to their students. Finally, Design Sudies is rounded out by 2ve
annotated bibliographies to further aid designersin their research. This
comprehensive reader is the de™itive reference for this new direction in graphic
design, and an essential resource for both students and practitioners.
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magazines, books, and television have all honed in on ever-diversifying subcultures, hoping to carve out
niche audiences that grow savvier and more narrowly sliced by the day. Consequently,the discipline of
graphic design has undergone a sea change. Where visual communication was once informed by adesigner's
creative intuition, the proliferation of specialized audiences now calls for more research-based design
processes.

Designers who ignore research run the risk of becoming mere tools for communication rather than bold
voices. Design Studies, a collection of 27 essays from an international cast of top design researchers, sets out
to mend this schism between research and practice. The texts presented here make a strong argument for
performing rigorous experimentation and analysis. Each author outlines methods in which research has aided
their designwhether by investigating how senior citizensreact to design aesthetics, how hip hop culture can
in?uence design, or how design for Third World nations is affected by cultural differences. Contributors also
outline inspired ways in which design educators can teach research methods to their students. Finally, Design
Sudiesis rounded out by ?ve annotated bibliographies to further aid designersin their research. This
comprehensive reader is the de?nitive reference for this new direction in graphic design, and an essential
resource for both students and practitioners.
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Editorial Review

Review
This anthology of 24 previously published and new essays is an engrossing and diverse primer in design's
theroetical dimension -- Print, September 2006

About the Author
Audrey Bennett is a College Art Association professional development fellow and associate professor of
graphics at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Larry Hudgens:

The book Design Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic Design can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Design Studies:
Theory and Research in Graphic Design? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share al
of these. Book Design Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic Design has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open up and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Dorothy Payne:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guysthat aren't like that. This Design Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic Design book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Design
Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic Design content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such asit. So, do you
continue to thinking Design Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic Design is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Vincent Humphreys:

This Design Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic Design usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Design Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic
Design can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions.



Beside that this Design Studies. Theory and Research in Graphic Design forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day pastime. S0, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Stephanie Landa:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended for you is Design Studies: Theory and Research in Graphic Design this
book consist alot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited al of you.
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