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Hundreds of thousands of the inmates who populate the nation's jails and prison
systems today are identified as mentally ill. Many experts point to the
deinstitutionalization of mental hospitals in the 1960s, which led to more patients
living on their own, as the reason for this high rate of incarceration. But this
explanation does not justify why our society has chosen to treat these people with
punitive measures.
    In Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness, Patricia E. Erickson and Steven K.
Erickson explore how societal beliefs about free will and moral responsibility
have shaped current policies and they identify the differences among the goals,
ethos, and actions of the legal and health care systems. Drawing on high-profile
cases, the authors provide a critical analysis of topics, including legal standards
for competency, insanity versus mental illness, sex offenders, psychologically
disturbed juveniles, the injury and death rates of mentally ill prisoners due to the
inappropriate use of force, the high level of suicide, and the release of mentally
ill individuals from jails and prisons who have received little or no treatment.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A provocative, challenging, and thoughtful multi-disciplinary investigation of one of the most serious social
issues we face. This is a major contribution to the literature."
(Michael Perlin New York Law School 2008-05-07)

"This book is informative and, with its reference to specific cases, more interesting than it might otherwise
be. Recommended."
(Choice 2009-07-01)

About the Author

Patricia Erickson is a professor at Canisius College, where she serves as chair of the department of
sociology, anthropology, and criminal justice. Steven Erickson is a forensic psychologist, practicing attorney,
and a Mental Illness Research, Education and Clinical Centers (MIRECC) fellow at Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Todd:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Crime,
Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the Behavioral Sciences in Conflict (Critical Issues in Crime and
Society) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Maurice Lamothe:

This Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the Behavioral Sciences in Conflict (Critical Issues in
Crime and Society) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this
Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the Behavioral Sciences in Conflict (Critical Issues in
Crime and Society) can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the Behavioral Sciences
in Conflict (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.



John Sherman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness:
Law and the Behavioral Sciences in Conflict (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still skepticism Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the Behavioral
Sciences in Conflict (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) as good book not just by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

John Smithers:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Crime, Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and
the Behavioral Sciences in Conflict (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) to make your reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It
is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the book Crime,
Punishment, and Mental Illness: Law and the Behavioral Sciences in Conflict (Critical Issues in Crime and
Society) can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of this time.
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