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Some of the legendary gunmen of the Old West were lawmen, but more, like
Billy the Kid and Jesse James, were outlaws. Tom Horn (1860–1903) was both.
Lawman, soldier, hired gunman, detective, outlaw, and assassin, this darkly
enigmatic figure has fascinated Americans ever since his death by hanging the
day before his forty-third birthday. In this masterful historical biography, Larry
Ball, a distinguished historian of western lawmen and outlaws, presents the
definitive account of Horn’s career.

Horn became a civilian in the Apache wars when he was still in his early
twenties. He fought in the last major battle with the Apaches on U.S. soil and
chased the Indians into Mexico with General George Crook. He bragged about
murdering renegades, and the brutality of his approach to law and order
foreshadows his controversial career as a Pinkerton detective and his trial for
murder in Wyoming. Having worked as a hired gun and a range detective in the
years after the Johnson County War, he was eventually tried and hanged for
killing a fourteen-year-old boy. Horn’s guilt is still debated.

To an extent no previous scholar has managed to achieve, Ball distinguishes the
truth about Horn from the numerous legends. Both the facts and their distortions
are revealing, especially since so many of the untruths come from Horn’s own
autobiography. As a teller of tall tales, Horn burnished his own reputation
throughout his life. In spite of his services as a civilian scout and packer, his
behavior frightened even his lawless companions. Although some writers have
tried to elevate him to the top rung of frontier gun wielders, questions still
shadow Horn’s reputation.

Ball’s study concludes with a survey of Horn as described by historians,
novelists, and screenwriters since his own time. These portrayals, as mixed as the
facts on which they are based, show a continuing fascination with the life and
legend of Tom Horn.
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Some of the legendary gunmen of the Old West were lawmen, but more, like Billy the Kid and Jesse James,
were outlaws. Tom Horn (1860–1903) was both. Lawman, soldier, hired gunman, detective, outlaw, and
assassin, this darkly enigmatic figure has fascinated Americans ever since his death by hanging the day
before his forty-third birthday. In this masterful historical biography, Larry Ball, a distinguished historian of
western lawmen and outlaws, presents the definitive account of Horn’s career.

Horn became a civilian in the Apache wars when he was still in his early twenties. He fought in the last
major battle with the Apaches on U.S. soil and chased the Indians into Mexico with General George Crook.
He bragged about murdering renegades, and the brutality of his approach to law and order foreshadows his
controversial career as a Pinkerton detective and his trial for murder in Wyoming. Having worked as a hired
gun and a range detective in the years after the Johnson County War, he was eventually tried and hanged for
killing a fourteen-year-old boy. Horn’s guilt is still debated.

To an extent no previous scholar has managed to achieve, Ball distinguishes the truth about Horn from the
numerous legends. Both the facts and their distortions are revealing, especially since so many of the untruths
come from Horn’s own autobiography. As a teller of tall tales, Horn burnished his own reputation throughout
his life. In spite of his services as a civilian scout and packer, his behavior frightened even his lawless
companions. Although some writers have tried to elevate him to the top rung of frontier gun wielders,
questions still shadow Horn’s reputation.

Ball’s study concludes with a survey of Horn as described by historians, novelists, and screenwriters since
his own time. These portrayals, as mixed as the facts on which they are based, show a continuing fascination
with the life and legend of Tom Horn.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Few westerners lived a life as varied and as exciting as did Tom Horn—as cowboy, miner, army scout,
packer, Apache interpreter, lawman, Pinkerton detective, veteran of the Spanish-American War, and finally,
hired assassin. To this day his image rides boldly across the panorama of the American frontier. In this
superbly researched biography, veteran historian Larry Ball wades through a morass of myth and
misinformation—much of it promulgated by Horn himself—to get at the meat, bones, and gristle of the real
man. Here is the true Tom Horn, the good, the bad, and the ugly.”—John Boessenecker, author of When
Law Was in the Holster: The Frontier Life of Bob Paul.

About the Author

Larry Ball is Professor Emeritus of History at Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, and the author of five
books, including Desert Lawmen: The High Sheriffs of New Mexico and Arizona, 1846–1912 and Elfego
Baca: In Life and Legend.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

This Tom Horn in Life and Legend book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Tom
Horn in Life and Legend without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't become worry Tom Horn in Life and Legend can bring if you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Tom Horn in Life and Legend having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Eleanor Abney:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Tom Horn in Life and Legend book is readable through you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Tom Horn in Life and
Legend content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Tom Horn in Life
and Legend is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?



Daniel England:

This Tom Horn in Life and Legend is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information given
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Tom Horn in Life and Legend can be the light food
for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself
in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Ann Yoho:

You can find this Tom Horn in Life and Legend by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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