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South Los Angeles is often seen as ground zero for inter-racial conflict and
violence in the United States. Since the 1940s, South LA has been predominantly
a low-income African American neighborhood, and yet since the early 1990s
Latino immigrants—mostly from Mexico and many undocumented—have
moved in record numbers to the area. Given that more than a quarter million
people live in South LA and that poverty rates exceed 30 percent, inter-racial
conflict and violence surprises no one. The real question is: why hasn't there been
more? Through vivid stories and interviews, The Neighborhood Has Its Own
Rules provides an answer to this question.  

Based on in-depth ethnographic field work collected when the author, Cid
Martinez, lived and worked in schools in South Central, this study reveals the
day-to-day ways in which vibrant social institutions in South LA— its churches,
its local politicians, and even its gangs—have reduced conflict and kept violence
to a level that is manageable for its residents. Martinez argues that inter-racial
conflict has not been managed through any coalition between different groups,
but rather that these institutions have allowed established African Americans and
newcomer Latinos to co-exist through avoidance—an under-appreciated strategy
for managing conflict that plays a crucial role in America's low-income
communities. Ultimately, this book proposes a different understanding of how
neighborhood institutions are able to mitigate conflict and violence through
several community dimensions of informal social controls.
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South Los Angeles is often seen as ground zero for inter-racial conflict and violence in the United States.
Since the 1940s, South LA has been predominantly a low-income African American neighborhood, and yet
since the early 1990s Latino immigrants—mostly from Mexico and many undocumented—have moved in
record numbers to the area. Given that more than a quarter million people live in South LA and that poverty
rates exceed 30 percent, inter-racial conflict and violence surprises no one. The real question is: why hasn't
there been more? Through vivid stories and interviews, The Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules provides an
answer to this question.  

Based on in-depth ethnographic field work collected when the author, Cid Martinez, lived and worked in
schools in South Central, this study reveals the day-to-day ways in which vibrant social institutions in South
LA— its churches, its local politicians, and even its gangs—have reduced conflict and kept violence to a
level that is manageable for its residents. Martinez argues that inter-racial conflict has not been managed
through any coalition between different groups, but rather that these institutions have allowed established
African Americans and newcomer Latinos to co-exist through avoidance—an under-appreciated strategy for
managing conflict that plays a crucial role in America's low-income communities. Ultimately, this book
proposes a different understanding of how neighborhood institutions are able to mitigate conflict and
violence through several community dimensions of informal social controls.
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Editorial Review

Review
“In this compelling ethnography, Cid Martinez crosses institutional settings to understand how violence is
managed by residents of the inner city. He meticulously describes how informal institutions create a rule of
law when the state fails to penetrate the social order. Martinez’s assessment of alternative governance in the
inner city is a brilliant work of urban sociology providing a perfect balance between thick description and
theory development. This ground-breaking book makes a timely and crucial contribution to the study of
urban poverty, policing, violence and race relations.”-Victor Rios,author of Punished: Policing the Lives of
Black and Latino Boys

"Martinez undertakes a critical and relevant topic that contributes across many fields. His rich, extensive
ethnographic work captures the nature of race relations between Latinos and African Americans in South Los
Angeles . . . [and] accounts for how residents do in fact engage their communities in the hope of
improvement and how they create their own rules and relations. This book will prove to be a seminal one in
its field and across disciplines."-Sociology of Race and Ethnicity

"The Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules is a wonderful testament to the power of ethnography and street-level
observations of various alternative means of violence suppression. It provides the possibility of the state
resourcing alternative institutions as a means to alleviate inequality. Importantly, these institutions include
public education, the churches, and various nonprofit groups who choose to work in high-crime
communities."-International Criminal Justice Review

"This book confronts head on the issues of violence and social disorganization among the poor. Cid Martinez
has provided new insights into the workings of various local institutions in establishing social order. This is
an excellent example of ethnography at its best and an important contribution to the field."-Martín Sánchez-
Jankowski,author of Cracks in the Pavement: Social Change and Resilience in Poor Neighborhoods

About the Author
Cid Martinez is Assistant Professor of Sociology at the University of San Diego.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Walker:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Neighborhood Has
Its Own Rules: Latinos and African Americans in South Los Angeles is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.



Candy Dixon:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules: Latinos
and African Americans in South Los Angeles is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Victor Loy:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is The Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules: Latinos and African Americans in South Los
Angeles this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
suited all of you.

Louis Patrick:

Beside that The Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules: Latinos and African Americans in South Los Angeles in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like
an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules:
Latinos and African Americans in South Los Angeles because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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