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Sociology Looks at the Artsis intended as a concise yet nuanced introduction to
the sociology of art. This book will provide afoundation for teaching and
discussing arange of questions and perspectives used by sociologists who study
the relationship between the arts — including music, performing arts, visual arts,
literature, film and new media— and society.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Sociology Looks at the Arts comes at exactly the right moment in the historical relationship of the arts and
the socia sciences. From the very outset, with the personal narrative of her exploration of the musical worlds
opened to her by the magic of agreat musician — Miles Davis — she reveals her position that the aesthetic
experience should be taken as seriously as the socio-economic-political context that enables it. From that
point on, Rothenberg draws the reader inexorably into her understanding of the complexity of that
relationship, the changing nature of the both the contexts and the art forms in which they emerge, and their
meanings for human beings. She succeeds in giving due attention to the changing character of globalization,
commercialization, and the revolutions - political, economic, cultural — that nudge social meanings of what
constitutes ART from one function to another over time."

-Veral. Zolberg, Sociology, New School for Social Research, and author of Constructing a Sociology of the
Arts

"Sociology Looks at the Artsis a masterful invitation to the sociology of art. Written in an accessible and
engaging style, enlivened by timely and relevant examples, this book presents an original synthesis of
diverse approaches to the social analysis of art and culture. Rothenberg has provided an exciting addition to
the too sparse introductory literature in thisfield. Her book will be an invaluable resource for anyone seeking
to teach and learn about the relationship between socia structure, aesthetic experience and works of art."

-Alain Quemin, Sociology, University Paris-8, France, Past President of Research Committee # 37,
Sociology of the Arts, of the International Sociological Association

"Rothenberg looks at the worlds of the arts through a variety of sociology's sharpest lenses, accompanied by
awealth of delightful images and quotes that make this book a pleasure to read and teach.”

-James M. Jasper, Sociology, CUNY Graduate Center, Author of The Art of Moral Protest

" Stepping into the divide between socia science and artistic creation, Julia Rothenberg's book provides not
only a superbly researched introduction to the way social scientists investigate culture, but her nuanced
reading of contemporary art clarifies ongoing debates about political agency and activist aesthetics.
Sociology Looks at the Arts will swiftly become an essential textbook for anyone teaching on art as aform of
social production.”

-Gregory Sholette, Studio Art and Graphic Design, CUNY Queens College, and Author of Dark Matter: Art
and Politicsin the Age of Enterprise Culture

About the Author



Julia Rothenberg is an assistant professor of sociology at Queensborough Community College.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eric Campanédlli:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or theideafor all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Sociology Looks at the Arts
(Contemporary Sociological Perspectives). All type of book are you able to see on many resources. Y ou can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Carrie Wakefield:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Sociology Looks at the Arts (Contemporary Sociological
Perspectives) as your daily resource information.

Barbara Hall:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with palsisthing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Sociology Looks at the Arts (Contemporary
Sociological Perspectives), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come onitsreferred to as reading friends.

Martha Albarado:

Do you redly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Sociology Looks at the Arts (Contemporary Sociological
Perspectives) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestionsto pick up this book.
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